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Tel : 01598 752384 
LYNTON & LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE TOWN HALL, LYNTON ON THURSDAY 28TH JULY 2011 AT 2.30PM

PRESENT:
Councillors:

T Parker


(Mayor)

Mrs S Hibbert

(Deputy Mayor)

D Bishop




Mrs C G Bowden

J Gurney


(part meeting)

B Hobbs

B J Howells

A Meakin

B J Peacock

I Rigby

Mrs E Rodway
Officers:
Town Clerk and Town Council Secretary

Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillor J Frankish and Devon County Councillor Mrs A Davis

The meeting opened with prayers led by Councillor B Peacock

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Prior to the commencement of the formal Council Meeting, the meeting was adjourned to enable members of the general public to ask questions of the Council.

1. A new resident to the area expressed concern at the speed traffic travelled along Lee Road, especially in the evenings and asked if there was anything the Council could do about this.  As the PCSO Grace Cleverdon was present, she noted the comment and stated the situation would be monitored however due to lack of volunteers it was unlikely that the use of speed guns by members of the public would be used in this area.

2. A further complaint about the condition of the railings when entering Lynton from Castle Hill was received and members explained the back ground history in that monies had been put aside for the renewal of these railings in the County Councillors budget but unfortunately time had elapsed before any work could be done and therefore the money had been used elsewhere.  The resident in question volunteered to paint the railings of the Council supplied to materials and his offer was accepted.

3. The owner of the land on Lynmouth Hill, Mr Burdett, offered to explain the nature of the works he was carrying out on Lynmouth Hill etc and it was suggested he contact the Town Clerk with a view to making a presentation at August Council or Estates & Amenities Committee in September.
There being no further questions the Mayor reconvened the meeting.
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077/11 
MINUTES

RESOLVED
The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 30th June 2011, copies of which had been previously circulated be confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

078/11 
MATTERS ARISING FROM COUNCIL MINUTES
Minute 041/11 Presentation by Lynton CE Primary School.  The names of the children making the presentation were Becky, Kimberley, Michael and Henry, not Harry as previously minuted.

RESOLVED

Minute 041/11 Presentation by Lynton CE Primary School be amended to read ‘The Head Teacher of Lynton Primary School, Mrs Jayne Peacock, introduced Becky, Kimberley, Michael and Henry pupils of the School ………’

Councillor Gurney arrived at this point of the meeting and apologised for being late

079/11 
OUTSTANDING BUSINESS

There was none

080/11
POLICE REPORT

PCSO Grace Cleverdon reported 19 crimes in the area covered by the Lynton Police which included all outlying areas.  16 of these crimes were in Lynton & Lynmouth and included 4 non-crimes, 1 drug related, 1 burglary, 1 theft of motor vehicle, 4 assaults, 1 theft, 4 criminal damage.  She went on to explain that it was unlikely that training of members of the public in the use of speed guns would take place as two more volunteers were required.  Councillor B Hobbs and B Peacock volunteered for training and PCSO Cleverdon thanked them.  She also reported that parking at Holman Park would be monitored especially on match days.

Questions to the Police Representative

1. Children were congregating  around the Church, Town Hall and Tennis Club and PCSO Cleverdon confirmed that these areas would be patrolled when officers were on duty.

2. A report of a vagrant sleeping in Holman Park would be investigated.

The Mayor thanked PCSO Cleverdon and she left the meeting.

081/11 
COMMUNICATIONS

There were none

082/11 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
RESOLVED:

That the open reports of the following committees, having being circulated, be received and noted and the recommendations contained therein adopted, subject to any matters annotated.


Estates & Amenities Committee


   


13th July 2011
Minutes 059/11 – 064/11

Minute 062/11 Matters for Recommendation (e) Lynbridge Car Park Councillors reported that season ticket holders on Lynbridge Car Park were having problems with illegal parking and the Town Clerk assured them this area would now be policed by parking wardens and the culprit in question was being dealt with.  New signs had been ordered and would be erected as soon as they arrived.
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Minute 062/11 Matters for Recommendation (g) Decision Registered – Old Police Cells An inspection area had been opened and examined by the Structural Engineer who could find no problems.  The matter to be discussed by the Town Hall Working Party and a report submitted by the Structural Engineer.

Minute 062/11 Matters for Recommendation (h) Town Clerks Report – questions to the Town Clerk (3) North Devon Homes It was reported that North Devon Homes had cleared their part of the car park.

Minute 062/11 Matters for Recommendation (h) Town Clerks Report – questions to the Town Clerk (6) Sanitary Towel bins.  The Town Clerk brought a sample disposal bin which he felt was inadequate.

RESOLVED
The Town Clerk to obtain price for more suitable receptacle and bring same back to Policy & Finance Committee in September.

Policy & Finance Committee 



   
 

20th July 2011

Minutes 065/11 – 074/11

Minute 066/11 Matters for Recommendation (f) Future of Lynton Cinema. Members enquired the present position following a presentation from Colin Croxford and the Town Clerk reminded members that the future of the Cinema was outside the remit of the Council however members were concerned and it was

RESOLVED

The future of Lynton Cinema be placed on the agenda for Policy & Finance Committee in September.

Minute 068/11 Matters for Recommendation (e) Tourism & Economic Wellbeing Group Councillor Rigby updated members on the present position.

Minute 068/11 Matters for Recommendation (g) Councillor Training The Town Clerk tabled suggested heads of terms and proposed that he and the Finance Officer would make a power point presentation at a later date.

Minute 068/11 Matters for Recommendation (h) Diamond Jubilee Celebrations Councillor Bowden to hold a meeting in September with all parties concerned.  The Queen to be invited to Lynton & Lynmouth but if she cannot attend a further members of the Royal Family be invited.

Minute 068/11 Matters for Recommendation (k) Town Clerks Report (2) Valley of Rocks.   The Town Clerk had received confirmation from natural England that they would make a grant of up to £2000 for bracken spraying the Valley of Rocks.  A quotation had been received, a copy of which would be sent to the grazier, and Councillor Gurney outlined the back ground history of this firm.  

RESOLVED

The quotation for bracken spraying the Valley of Rocks be accepted.

Personnel Committee







20th July 2011

Minute 075/11 – 076/11

083/11
REPORTS FROM OTHER COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
Councillor Peacock requested that a report from the Allotment Group be placed on the agenda for Estates & Amenities in September.

RESOLVED

Report of the Allotment Group be placed on the agenda for Estates & Amenities in September.
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084/11 
 MOTIONS
There were no motions.

085/11  
QUESTIONS
There were no questions.
 086/11   
NORTH DEVON COUNCIL

As tabled by District Councillor J Gurney.
Councillor Gurney apologised for being late but he was at a meeting of the Exmoor National Parks Authority looking at forestry awareness, and the effects Phytophthora is having on the Landscape. He is particularly interested in this as it is possible that it may affect our area soon, we have a medium size plantation of larch at Lynbridge. 
At Overview and Scrutiny this Month we received a presentation from the Chief Executive of Torridge, North Devon, Mid Devon and Bude Citizens Advice Bureau. Mr Davis explained how the strategic grant provided NDC is used to help people in North Devon. It goes to support the offices at Barnstaple, South Molton and Ilfracombe and assists in helping some of the 4000+ clients that visit these premises. Also under discussion was sickness absence amongst NDC staff, I am happy to report that systems are in place to help reduce the number of sick days taken of by some staff and this seems to be having a positive effect. 

Below is a statement from Devon & Cornwall police about a new telephone number people in our area will be able to call to get non-emergency access to the Police. I personally feel this is a very positive change, as part of my job I often have to call the Police and often struggle to find the number, this new number is very easy to remember.

I would like to update you on changes that are happening to make it easier for members of the public to contact us. Later this year (autumn time) communities across Devon, Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly will be able to dial 101, a new national police non-emergency telephone number; our current non emergency number 08452 777444 will be phased out.

Below is part of two press releases over the last Month that I thought I should bring to your attention.  

Leisure centre refurbishment to start in October
A six month refurbishment programme will begin at North Devon Leisure Centre this autumn.  Next month, North Devon Council will be selecting a contractor to carry out the work, which will begin on 31 October and should be complete by April 2012.  The work will help maintain the 40-year old building for the future and includes repairs to the roof, the steel and concrete frame of the building, cleaning and repainting the pool tank interiors and a full refurbishment of the wet changing areas. The council has also secured £22,000 from the Amateur Swimming Association for spectator seating and a disabled hoist.  A structural survey carried out by the council in 2009 revealed that a number of key improvements need to be made to keep the building safe. If the works are not undertaken now then the building may require more substantial repairs in the future, which would force the centre to close completely.

 Finding out the true impact of second homes
A project is being carried out to discover the true impact of second homes in North Devon.  From today (Friday 8 July), questionnaires are being delivered to more than 2,500 selected properties, including those in Brendon and Countisbury, Georgeham and Instow parishes. The responses will help to identify the positive and negative effects of second homes in those areas, in terms of their environmental, economic and social impact.  
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North Devon Council is part-funding the study, which is being carried out by a postgraduate student at the University of Exeter. As well as targeting second homeowners, it will also include residents, businesses and service providers in North Devon.

 

Finally, At the ENPA meeting in July Members agreed to hold an annual open meeting of the Authority. This will be held rotationally at the three main community hubs, Lynton & Lynmouth, Dulverton and Porlock. The first meeting will be held in Porlock Village Hall on the 29 September. There will be a ‘drop in session’ from 4pm to 7pm with the main meeting starting at 7pm. It will be attended by the Chairman, Members and senior staff it is open to all. It is my hope that we as a Council are well represented at this meeting, it is, unfortunately, on the same day as our September Full Council but I am sure we will be finished in time to take part.

Questions to the District councillor

1. Councillors were concerned at the condition of the road verges and requested him to look into this mater.  Although this is probably a matter for the County Councillor, if a list was prepared he would make sure it was put before the port folio holder. It was suggested an inspection should be made with Councillor Gurney, Peacock, the Mayor and the Town Clerk and a letter sent.

2. Councillor Gurney confirmed that to date he hand not been invited to a meeting regarding Local needs Housing but would attend along with the Mayor.

087/11
DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL

As tabled from Andrea Davis, Devon County Councillor Combe Martin Rural. – Cabinet member for Health and Children’s Services and Member for Exmoor National Park 

Recruitment drive for snow wardens

A recruitment drive is underway to increase the number of snow wardens across Devon. Around 30 parishes signed up for the voluntary scheme when it was launched last winter, and Devon County Council is hoping to swell the ranks before next winter arrives. Devon County Council is pledging to provide up to five tonnes of salt free of charge to parishes that sign up to the scheme. Those who register are asked to identify an individual to act as a point of contact during winter and demonstrate that they have arrangements in place to store and manage salt.  Parishes will then be free to decide, in the best interests of their community, how they use it on public roads and footpaths in their area. Parishes that join the scheme will take responsibility for the grit bins and salt bags within their community, encouraging responsible use of grit and helping to minimise abuse of grit. Devon County Council is currently replenishing the county’s 3,000 grit bins ahead of next winter. Parishes aren’t obliged to join the scheme and we will always do our best to refill grit bins, but we can never guarantee how quickly we can re-supply salt to some areas with pressure on resources once severe weather sets in. If parish councils can identify somewhere to store the salt it would make sense for them to take advantage of the scheme as soon as possible. Snow wardens are given safety training by Devon County Council, and while they carry out the snow clearance at their own risk, as long as the snow clearance is carried out responsibly and within the guidelines of the scheme, a third party claim would be covered by the county council’s public liability insurance.  Among those to have already signed up to the scheme are Great Torrington Town Council, Dunkeswell Parish Council and Bickington Parish Council.  Parish and Town Councils that are able to register their interest with Devon County Council’s local highway neighbourhood teams by the end of August can expect to receive a salt delivery in September or October. For parishes that may apply later, the County Council will endeavour to provide salt before the winter. 
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No Devon library closures following major public consultation

There will be no library closures in Devon following a major public consultation, residents have been assured. All fifty of Devon's public libraries will remain open.  And county councillors are set to confirm the latest libraries to be part of a multi-million pound investment programme when they meet today. Over 8,000 people had responded to the consultation, which has identified how people use their local library; showing what days and between which hours they prefer to visit. The results will ensure that libraries will stay open at times that the public most want them. But opening hours in some areas are being reduced and staffing efficiencies introduced in line with the results of the consultation. This will save up to £850,000 in a full year. Residents in some areas will see their libraries open for longer while others will see reduced or the same hours as currently provided. The consultation shows overwhelming support for the Council's decision not to close libraries. Responses also support the view that libraries could be used as venues for other purposes. In addition to the consultation responses, consideration has also been given by the Council to population sizes that individual libraries serve; how the local communities use their libraries; how close they are to other nearby libraries; and the cost of providing the service. Social factors such as deprivation have also influenced the Council's proposed new opening hours. 

Questions to the County Councillor
1. Members enquired if the Town Council had signed up for the Snow Warden initiative, the Town Clerk to check and ask for salt to be delivered in dumpy bags if possible.

2. Councillor Howells felt that North Devon was the ‘poor relation’ with regard to street sweeping etc., as in other areas streets were cleaned with pressure washed and steam cleaners.

3. ‘A’ Boards were still causing a nuisance in certain areas of Lynton & Lynmouth.

088/11 
REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TRUST REPRESENTATIVE

As presented by Councillor Mrs S Hibbert, chair of LCDT

East Lyn Hydro Project

Having seen the site and attended a meeting with Paul Hollis, Iain Beath and myself the Managing Director of Tradelink Solutions will report back to the Trust in about a month.
Market Hall

George Curry (Pathfinder Trust Ltd) has contacted me to say the IT centre in the Market Hall is no longer sustainable due to the lack of funding available.  They will gradually close down over the next few months.
Promotional Projects  

The Exmoor Food Festival brochures are now available, the children have entered a painting competition for the front of the LVN and we are expecting to have two marquees full of good and tasty items, entertainment and competitions – so keep Sunday October 2nd free! 

Questions

Members were concerned with regard to the future use of the Market Hall and pledged support for any future use.

089/11
 REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK
The Town Clerk reported: 

1.
Sewage leaks in Lynmouth were affecting access to car parks and therefore the Manor Foreshore had been opened early for car parking.  Members were extremely concerned that this situation had arisen and were very concerned that the present problems should not continue. 
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 PART 2

The Chairman moved that

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.

1.
Lynmouth Sewage Leak 

The Mayor re-convened the meeting

Questions to the Town Clerk

2.
Middleham Gardens. The National Trust had done the strimming works but the footpath from the Church to Middleham was very overgrown and the ownership of same was queried.

3 It was noted that certain manhole covers had spray paint on them but the Town Clerk was unable to clarify if any works were to be done but would monitor the situation.

4. The wall on West Lyn Bridge was causing problems.

5. A vote of thanks to the outside workforce for weeding the flower beds in and around Lynmouth and to Councillor Gurney for the works to Middleham.

090/11  
REPORT FROM THE MAYOR AND OTHER COUNCILLORS

1.
Mayors Report


The Mayor reported on functions and events he had attended on behalf of the Council during the previous month.

2.
Lyn Valley Society

Councillor Rodway talked on the minutes of  the Annual General Meeting followed by a monthly meeting of the Lyn Valley Society held on the 6th July 2011 copies of which were tabled and it was
RESOLVED

The reports be noted and a copy of same attached to these minutes.

3.
Hollerday Hill


Councillor Hibbert reported that 2 members of the Exmoor Society had visited Hollerday Hill and awarded a grant of £650 towards works carried out last year.  Application for future funding would be submitted and members of the Exmoor Society would like to return for a ½ day field visit.

091/11  
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
There was none

PART 2

The Chairman moved that

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.

092/11
CONFIDENTIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Confidential Full Council






30th June 2011

Minute 058/11
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Confidential Policy & Finance Committee


  
20th July 2011

Minutes 072/11 – 074/11

Confidential Personnel Committee               



20th July 2011
Minute 076/11 

Minute 076/11 Matters for Recommendation (b) Town Clerks Working hours. 

Meeting closed at  4.30pm.





Chairman
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 6™ July 2011.

There were 14 members present (including new member, Jo Wheatley) and the Mayor
Councillor Tim Parker.

There were no apologies.

Minutes of the A.G.M. on 7" July 2010. Agreed and signed.

Matters Arising, There were no further matters - all having been dealt with during the
year.

Annual Account Statement.  Sheila went through the figures discussing these with
members and there were no questions. Thanks recorded to Sheila for the accounting
throughout the year. The money set aside to help the cinema is not now required as the
remaining funds can not be found and Mr. & Mrs. Potter do not want to agree to a very
constricting contract or be in debt. It seems likely that the cinema will close unless more
volunteers can be found. The money set aside for the school holiday activities is not
required and this and the cinema money will be added back into the funds we have in
hand.

Election of Officers. The in situ officers agreed to remain - i.e.

Chairman - Tim Prosser, Vice Chairman - Marian Chubb, Secretary - Marcia Boughton
and Treasurer - Sheila Voisey.

The committee, if required, is the above officers plus Beryl, Jill and Ken Sole.

The was no further business and the meeting closed at 8.15pm.
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Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 6 July.

(following the A.G.M.)

There were fourteen members present and no apologies. Also present Tim Parker.

Minutes of the meeting on 1* June. Agreed and signed.

Matters Arising. There was a further discussion on whether we need and should
pay for a new website. It was decided that it had been of no advantage in the past and
therefore a waste of funds. No other matters.

Chairman’s Report.  Tim asked Tim Parker to report the current position re the lift.
The Council are dealing with this and the estimated new costs have been forwarded to
David Wybourne and the Council have asked if there are any sources of funding to help
with the cost. They are awaiting a reply. With reference to the repairs to/replacement of
windows, there s a site meeting on Friday 8™ July.

Secretary’s Report. There is not any correspondence this month.

Treasurer’s Report/Bookshop Report. The total of the bank account balance and
the Standard Life accounts is £92103. There is £10000 of this set aside for the Town Hall

windows etc. As discussed at the A.G.M. earlier, the cinema and school funds set aside
are not now required. The bookshop takings for June are £922 and as this is the start of
another year, takings are the same for the current year. The amount available to distribute
is £2331 plus the funds set aside for the school and the cinema, £1700, paid back into the
account - making the total £4031. There are no applications for community funds this
month but there is an appeal for donations towards a defibrillator to be kept available in
Lynmouth and we agreed to offer £500 towards this. Jill said that she has been advised
that the tree sculptures in the old cemetery need maintaining by coating them in a special
oil/varnish. It was agreed that we will pay for this and Jill will purchase the necessary
materials.

Treble Chance Report. The current year will end in August and unless we can
maintain or better still increase the membership the profit generated is not worth the work
involved. Ken Sole proposed that we should return to the original three prizes and
dispense with the £75 prize each month - this will give and extra £900 profit per year.
Following a discussion it was agreed that the monthly prizes will be £250, £100 and £50
and every third month the top prize will be £500 instead of £250. Marcia agreed to
organise the Treble Chance for another year - with help from Ken and Ros in setting this
up. The letter to members sent out with the new cards will explain the prizes.

Other Business. Jill has had the British Rail poster enhanced and showed members
the different sizes. We can possibly sell a small poster and postcards to visitors,
especially rail enthusiasts, and it was agreed to discuss this and the costs at the next
meeting. A visitor has brought in a painting that was used for a Will’s cigarettes advert’
and this will be discussed next time as a possibility for postcards.

It was agreed that we will run a free coach trip for locals again this year and Jill will find
out costs of hiring for members to discuss destinations etc at the next meeting.

The was no further business and the meeting closed at 8.55pm.
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