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LYNTON & LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE TOWN HALL, LYNTON ON THURSDAY 
26TH NOVEMBER 2009 AT 2.30PM 
 
PRESENT: Councillors: 

Mrs C B Bowden (Deputy Mayor) 
D Bishop 
D George 
J Gurney 
Mrs S Hibbert 
B J Howells 
Mrs J Mills 

 Mr T Parker 
Mrs E Rodway 
K Troup 

 
Officers: Town Clerk  
 
Apologies: Were received from Councillors B Peacock and Dr J Frankish 
 
Also in Attendance: County Councillor Mrs A Davis (part meeting) 
 
The meeting opened with prayers led by Councillor Mrs S Hibbert 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Prior to the commencement of the formal Council Meeting, the Deputy Mayor adjourned 
the meeting to enable the general public to ask questions of the Council.   
There being no members of the public present and no questions, the Deputy Mayor 
reconvened the meeting.  
 
148/09  MINUTES 
RESOLVED 
The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 29th October 2009, copies of which had 
been previously circulated be confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the 
Chairman. 
 
149/09  MATTERS ARISING FROM COUNCIL MINUTES 
There were none 
 
With members permission the Deputy Mayor moved agenda item 11 Police Report to this 

point in the meeting. 
 
150/09 POLICE REPORT 
The Deputy Mayor welcomed PC Martin Beck and congratulated him on his Police 
Commendation for an incident in Lynmouth some one year to 18 months ago.  PC Beck 
reported that there had been no crimes in the last 30 days which compared with 1 crime in 
the corresponding period in the previous year. 
He made two further comments regarding: 
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• The use of quad bikes for recreational purposes is causing a problem in outlying 
areas as they are both a nuisance and causing damage.  The police were taking 
action to combat this. 

• The uniform for the PCSO’s will be changed with the introduction of black polo shirts 
and a different designated hat.  The financing for the PCSO’s is ring fenced until 
2011. 

 
The Deputy Mayor thanked PC Beck for his report and invited questions from Councillors: 
1. PC Martin Beck undertook to investigate the ownership and what could be done 

about the car that was parking at the bottom of the steps by the Steps Restaurant in 
Lynton and would take the necessary action. 

2. In answer to a question regarding the response time of mobile units, he agreed that 
the target response for a vehicle attending an incident in Lynton, when it was 
originally in Ilfracombe, would be difficult if not impossible to meet.  He went on the 
explain the targets that the police response units were expected to meet. 

 
County Councillor Mrs A Davis arrived at this point in the meeting and apologised for her 
late arrival. 
 
3. In answer to a question PC Beck reminded Councillors that it was now force policy 

that the assault protection suits (stab vests) should be worn by all Officers on leaving 
Police offices. 

 
151/09  COMMUNICATIONS 
There were none 
 
152/09  OUTSTANDING BUSINESS 
There was none 
 
153/09  COMMITTEE REPORTS 
RESOLVED: 
That the open reports of the following committees, having being circulated, be received 
and noted and the recommendations contained therein adopted, subject to any matters 
annotated.  
 
Estates & Amenities Committee   11th November 2009 
Minutes 163/09 – 167/09 
There were no comments 
 
Policy & Finance Committee     18th November 2009 
Minutes 168/09 – 173/09 
Minute 170/09 Matters for Recommendation (a) Suggested Amendments to Financial 
Regulations.  There being no further amendments suggested to the Financial regulations, 
it was  
RESOLVED 
That the Financial Regulations be considered by January Council to enable the statutory 
months period between the Council’s consideration of the recommendations and their 
formal adoption. 
NB. It was noted that due to the Christmas period, December Council would not allow the 
statutory months grace for consideration. 
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Minute 171/09 Matters Referred from Estates & Amenities (a) Future of Abbeyfield 
and Lydiate Lodge. It was noted that it was a requirement of the Code of conduct 
adopted by this Council that members left the room having declared a prejudicial interest 
unless they were able to advise the Council of any specific information that was not 
generally available in the public arena. 
 
154/09 TOWN HALL RENOVATION WORKS 
The Town Clerk tabled a statement of expenditure, a copy of which his attached to these 
minutes, he took members through the details and stressed that the final bills had not yet 
been received and that a full statement would be taken to the first available Policy & 
Finance Committee after the final bill had been settled.  The Town Clerk stated that he 
was cautiously optimistic that the projects had been completed within the quoted prices 
apart from issues that had been identified during the conduct of the works. 
RESOLVED 
The report be noted. 
 
155/09 REPORTS FROM OTHER COUNCIL COMMITTEES  
There were none 

 
156/09   MOTIONS 
There were no motions. 
 
157/09   QUESTIONS 
There were no questions. 
 
158/09   NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 
Report of the North Devon Councillor 
The North Devon Councillor tabled the following report and spoke on it. 
I regret that due to district council meetings I have been unable to attend either committee 
meeting this month.  On one occasion we had a briefing about the allocation of social 
housing.  As discussed previously the affordable housing recently acquired is covered by a 
106 agreement and is for local needs and will only be allocated to those who meet the 
requirements of ENPA planning department. The older social housing in Lynton, when it 
becomes available, will be widely marketed and will also appear on a website from next 
January for those looking for accommodation. They will be able to bid for a property but it 
will be carefully measured by area, need and availability. 
Another briefing was a presentation by North Devon + and a copy of the presentation is 
tabled for your attention.  It is a continual concern that the tourism industry is not getting 
the amount coverage by this organisation which was given by the North Devon Marketing 
Bureau.  I have talked to Steve Pitcher about this and hope we shall hear more on this 
subject in the New Year. 
The letter we received from “Abbeyfield” was very disappointing and the quotation from the 
DCC older persons strategy stating “the local population projections reveal that there will 
be limited demand for very sheltered housing of the type provided by Abbeyfield, within 
Lynton both now and for the foreseeable future” is a statement no authority should feel 
confident in making! 
To say the last full council meeting at NDC was lively would be a slight understatement 
and I think there will be many more before the general election next year!  Obviously any 
over expenditure at this time of recession will affect us all and we can only hope a damage 
limitation exercise has already swung into action. 
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I believe I actually heard Exmoor National Park mentioned on “Spotlight” the other night!  
They were referring to the authorities wish for “dark skies” status and I was pleased that on 
Monday I had asked that the Manor lights be turned off earlier in an evening over the 
winter period. 
Both Blackpitts and County Gate information centre are being advertised this week and I 
believe there will be huge interest in one and not enough interest in the other.  Let us hope 
both properties find worthy and caring tenants. 
 
Questions to the North Devon Councillor 
• Concern was expressed at the amount of rubbish dropped form the recycling van in 

the Watersmeet area and Councillor Mrs Hibbert undertook to convey Councils 
concern to the Direct labour unit.  Comments were also expressed at the number of 
containers now in use for rubbish. 

• It was noted that areas of Lynton & Lynmouth were still not getting the full recycling 
collection service and in answer to a question, members were reminded that the 
rubbish is actually separated within the lorry which seems to create the perception in 
some people’s mind that it is not separated at all. 

 
159/09   REPORT OF THE DEVON COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Councillor Davis reported as follows: 
• Recruitment – there is a ban on recruitment at Devon County Council unless the post 

is front line Social Services. 
• Road Maintenance Budget is now £220 million. 
• School Funding on a like for like basis for Devon is ranked 148 out of 150. 
• Young Carers.  An event for young carers had been arranged at the Calvert Trust.  

The vent was aimed to restore some of the life experience lost by young carers 
responsible for either siblings or adults. 

• Watersmeet Road  Councillor Julian Gurney declared a prejudicial interest in this 
matter as he is employed by the owners of the land where the rock slip emanated 
from.  He left the room and did not speak or vote thereon. 
County Councillor Mrs Davis outlined the present position regarding Watersmeet 
Road stating that although a road closure for 5 days had been obtained, they hoped 
that Watersmeet Road would be open by midday on Friday 27 November. 
 
The Town Clerk to table a copy of county Councillor Mrs Davis report at Estates & 
Amenities Committee on the 2nd December 2009. 
 

Questions to the Devon County Councillor 
1. Councillor Mrs Davis confirmed that she is the Chairman of the Traffic Management 

Group and that they would be meeting again on the 26 February 2010.  it was noted 
that although the temporary solution to parking outside Holman Park seemed to be 
working quite well, there was still some obstruction being caused by either 
attendees or match players during match days. 

2. A Councillor complained that the speed restrictions seemed inappropriate and after 
discussion it was agreed that this would be raised again at Traffic management 
Group. 

3. The information signs regarding road works at Lynbridge were causing a traffic 
problem at Directions Corner and the County Councillor undertook to get these 
looked at. 
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4. In response to a question the County Councillor undertook to endeavour to get the 
Barnstaple Bus service linked with the Ilfracombe to Minehead bus service at 
Lynmouth.  It was noted that the buses were dirty and poorly maintained. 

5. It was noted that the youth service open night in the twin villages had been reduced 
to one night per week (from two) which was a poor service.  County Councillor Mrs 
Davis to contact the local youth service leader. 

 
160/09  REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TRUST REPRESENTATIVE 
Councillor Mrs Hibbert  as chair of the Community Development Trust reported as follows: 
The last meeting of the Trust was Monday 23rd November when we welcomed 
Phil Taylor who we hope will be voted on as a director at our AGM on Monday 11th 
January 2010.  At this meeting there will also be a report on our bid to NDC for funds and 
officer support, for our Hydro project, on Tuesday 8th December.  
 
161/09  REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK 
Report of the Town Clerk 
1. The Town Council Secretary (Mrs Y Webber) should be back at work the following 

week. 
2. He reminded members of the present situation regarding negotiations for renewal of 

the Agency agreement and the next meeting of the Joint Consultative Group. 
3. He reminded members that the meeting cycle in December had been brought 

forward to take account of the Christmas break. 
Questions to the Town Clerk 

1. The Town Clerk confirmed that Barbrook Toilets were open at the moment and that 
the water usage by the Town Council was on the agenda for December Estates 
Committee. 

2. It was noted that the Town Council’s meeting dates contained in the Lyn Valley 
News were incorrect. 

3. In response to a question, the Town Clerk confirmed that he had not been 
contacted regarding the proposed reduction in the operational status of the 
Chivenor helicopter.  It was 
RESOLVED 
The Town Clerk to write to Nick Harvey supporting him in any action he was taking 
to ensure that the present level of service continued and also write to the relevant 
organisations lobbying for the service to continue. 

4. The Town Clerk to look at the possibility of taking out an advert in the Wedding Ring 
publication and report to Estates & Amenities Committee. 

 
162/09  REPORTS FROM OTHER COUNCILLORS 
Councillor D George advised Councillors that they were meeting with the Youth Forum at 
5.30 on the 26th November. 
 
163/09  ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS 
There was none 
 
 
Meeting closed at 3.38 pm.      Chairman 
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LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ESTATES AND AMENITIES 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE TOWN HALL 
LYNTON ON WEDNESDAY THE 2ND DECEMBER 2009 AT 6.30pm 
 
Present:   Councillors 

D Bishop  (Vice Chairman) 
Mrs C G Bowden 
Mrs S Hibbert 

    B J Howells 
Mrs J Mills 
T Parker 
B J Peacock 
Mrs E Rodway 

                                  K Troup 
 
Officers:   Town Clerk  
 
Apologies: Apologies were received from Councillors Dr J Frankish, D 

George and J Gurney. 
 
164/09 MINUTES 
Resolved that the minutes of the Estates and Amenities Committee held on the 11th 
November 2009, copies of which had been previously circulated, be confirmed as a true 
and correct record, and signed by the Chairman. 
 
165/09 MATTERS FOR INFORMATION 
The following items of correspondence and/or reports were noted by committee 
 
a. Planning Decisions 

None 
 

166/09 MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION 
 
a. DIRECTIONS CORNER – TRAFFIC ISSUES 
 A letter from a member of the public had been attached to the agenda, expressing 

concern at the potential for an accident due to the ‘confusing’ directions at Directions 
Corner.  After discussion it was 

 RECOMMENDED 
1. A copy of the letter be sent to the Devon & Cornwall Police requesting that they 

consider the arrangements at Directions Corner and in particular, comment on the 
possibility of installing a mirror and/or moving the street furniture. 

 
2. A copy of both letters be sent to the Traffic management Group requesting that 

they reconsider the arrangements at Directions Corner and in particular, comment 
on the possibility of installing a mirror and/or moving the street furniture. 
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b. ZIG ZAG FOOTPATH SOLAR LIGHTS – RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
MAINTENANCE. 

The Town Clerk outlined the contents of a letter received from a local resident 
regarding the solar lights on Zig Zag footpath.  The resident was concerned  that  the 
responsibility for maintenance of the solar lights be establishec.  After discussion, it 
was 
RECOMMENDED 
1. The Town Clerk write to Mr Allan recommending that he receives assurances on 

future maintenance of the solar lights from the County Council Lighting 
Department as it is not the responsibility of the Town Council who have insufficient 
funds to take over this work. 

2. A copy of this letter be sent to County Councillor Mrs A Davis. 
3. Councillor Howells to talk to Mr Allan regarding the possibility of the fault being a 

lack of charge in the batteries and a cost effective solution for solving this problem. 
 
c. LYNMOUTH STREET LIGHTING - LETTER 
 A letter had been circulated with the agenda regarding the brightness and lighting 

times of the lights in Lynmouth.  Reference was made to Exmoor National Park’s 
application for ‘dark skies’ status and the affect of the lights on Lynmouth of this 
aspiration.  After discussion it was 

 RECOMMENDED 
 The Town Clerk write to North Devon Council recommending: 

1. That in general, the street lights in Lynmouth be switched off at midnight. 
2. Before this is done, consultation take place with the Town Council as some lights 

perform a valuable security service. 
 

d. WATER CONSERVATION – PUBLIC TOILETS 
Members discussed the level of charges for flushing the public toilets in Lynton & 
Lynmouth and it was 
RECOMMEDNED 
The Town Clerk contact North Devon council seeking their permission to commission 
a survey by a local plumber on ways of cutting back on water charges 

 
e. DECISION REGISTER 

Members considered the Decision Register which had been attached to the agenda 
and updated items. 
 

f. TOWN CLERKS REPORT AND QUESTIONS TO THE TOWN CLERK. 
1. The Town Clerk tabled a letter from the Police Service requesting an early 

decision on the possibility of having a repeat fun evening on the 21st May 2010 
from 6pm until 9pm 

 RECOMMENDED 
 Permission be granted 
2. The Town Council’s secretary would be back in the office the following day. 
3. He was meeting North Devon Council regarding on-street and off-street car 

parking management issues on the 9th December and the Community Services 
Manager on the 10th December regarding the possibility of establishing a ‘one 
stop’ shop. 

4. A copy of Devon County Councillor A Davis’ report attached. 
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Questions to the Town Clerk: 
Councillors asked questions regarding: 
1. Barbrook toilets opening hours – the Town Clerk reminded members that their 

responsibility for the toilets had ceased at the end of November and that opening 
hours were now the responsibility of the Group who had taken over control of 
these. 

2. He would arrange for a white line to be placed on the steps of the Town Hall to aid 
people with defective sighting. 

3. The renovation of the gents toilets at the Town Hall. The Town Clerk agreed that 
this was a priority 
RECOMMENDED 
Town  Hall maintenance be placed on the decision register and that the 
Refurbishment Group meet to establish priorities for work at the Town hall 

 
167/09 MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS 
There were none 
 
168/09 ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS OF WHICH PRIOR NOTICE HAS BEEN 
GIVEN AND WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT 
 
1. TOWN HALL WEDDINGS – ADVERT IN ‘WEDDING RING’ PUBLICATION 

 The Town Council at their meeting in November had resolved to consider the 
possibility of placing an advert in this new, local publication.  The cost for a half 
page advert was £89.00.  the Town Clerk informed members that the cut off date for 
the publication was within the next few days and that he would be advising the 
organisers of the Council’s decision the following day. 
RECOMMENDED 
A half page advert at a cost of £89 be placed. 
 

2. BARBROOK TOILETS 
 The Town Clerk had received a letter from the Town Council’s solicitor regarding 

the contract between themselves and the small group at Barbrook responsible for 
running these toilets.  There was some discrepancies between the suggestions in 
the draft lease and those approved by the Council which he had taken up through 
the Council’s solicitors. 

 He also informed members that he would be writing to the Group on the following 
day reminding them that responsibility for the bills attached to the running costs for 
the toilets would not longer be borne by the Town Council. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 7.38pm     Chairman 
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Lynton and Lynmouth Town Council 
November 2009 

County Councillors Report 
Devon’s Care Homes 
Devon County Council (DCC) currently arranges care in the independent and voluntary 
sector care homes for approximately 3,860 people and provides care for approximately 
600 people in care homes run by Devon County Council. 
 
Devon currently operates 24 residential homes for older people. In April 2009 the in-house 
residential service cost an average of £901 per bed/week – equating to an annual budget 
of £23.693m. Current. 
 
Projections indicate that by March 2010 the unit price will have reduced to an average of 
£775 per bed/week.  
 
This unit price remains higher than the average cost paid to the independent sector. 
 
Generally staffing ratios in homes run by Devon County Council are higher than the 
independent and voluntary sectors. 
 
DCC commissioned the National Care Home Forum (NCF) to review current staffing levels 
in Devon’s residential homes.  
 
As a result of the review approximately 130 whole-time equivalent Posts may be lost.  
 
The highest proportion of posts affected is at management level with a 40% reduction on 
current management posts. Non-care posts such as administration could reduce by up to 
21% and care by 13% of current numbers. 
 
If implemented, the measures proposed will see a further reduction in the unit cost per 
person in a DCC care home to approximately £600 which will release resources to provide 
additional care for 
more people in Devon. 
 
Staffing Revenue Savings  are planned across the DCC and it is hoped this will save the 
authority £20 million over two years that could mean the loss of 500 jobs 
 
Facts about Devon 

• Devon’s roads maintenance backlog now stands at £220 million. 
• Devon’s ageing population 

In ten years time there will be 20% more residents over the age of 65. 
• Devon’s Schools are under funded compared to the rest of the country/ 

We are 148th out of 151 in terms of funding received from central Government .We 
are one of the largest and most diverse Counties in the Country with some very 



deprived rural and urban areas, low average wages and a School Transport bill over 
£21 million 
 
Devon is the fourth lowest funded area of England for education Devon school 
children receive £375/pupil/annum less than the  

national average. 

 
Devon young carers launched with over £300,000 grant award 
Devon Young Carers will celebrate its launch at the Calvert Trust Exmoor next Saturday 
(28 November), as the service welcomes a £300,000 grant from Devon County Council 
and the Lloyd's TSB Foundation for England and Wales, through its Collaborative 
Programme. The funding is set to benefit over 2,000 young carers from across the county. 
 
Devon Young Carers will provide a consistent and high quality approach to the way these 
2000 young carers are supported. It expects to offer a whole range of services and social 
events to young carers over the next two years. 
 
The types of services young carers will benefit from include mentoring; drop-in sessions 
and clubs; school clubs; respite activities; family support; advocacy and information and 
signposting to other services. 
 
Watersmeet Road 
Following a rock fall on Tuesday morning, from National Trust Land, their consultant 
geologist has requested an emergency closure on A39 Watersmeet until an inspection can 
take place at 0930 on 25 November.  The survey on Wednesday morning means that the 
road needs to be closed.  – until 1 December 2009. It is possible the closure may be lifted 
in advance of that date. SWH have placed the signs out on the HGV diversion which 
extends into Somerset.  
 
The resurfacing on Lynbridge Road has been suspended until 1 December. SWH will 
ensure that route is safe. 
 
All works involved will be on a rechargeable basis to the National Trust. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE POLICY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, LYNTON ON WEDNESDAY 9TH DECEMBER 2009 AT 
6.30PM 

 
 

Present: Councillors 
G George   (Chairman) 
B J Howells   (Vice Chairman) 
Mrs C Bowden 
Mrs S Hibbert 
Mrs J Mills 
B J Peacock 
Mrs E Rodway 
K Troup  

    
Officers: Town Clerk and Finance Officer 
     
Apologies:  Apologies were received from Councillors D Bishop, Dr J Frankish & J 

Gurney. 
  
 
169/09 MINUTES 
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on the 18th 
November 2009, a copy of which had been previously circulated, be confirmed and signed 
by the Chairman as a true and correct record.   
 
 
170/09 MATTERS FOR INFORMATION 
The following items of correspondence and/or reports were noted by committee. 
 
a. Village Green December issue 

Available for members in the general office 
 

b. Planning Decisions: 
i. Ref: 62/41/09/003 The Old Sawmills, Barbrook 

Proposed sub-division of 1 dwelling to form 2 dwellings 
APPLICATION WITHDRAWN 

ii. Ref:62/41/09/024 Top Lodge, Lee Abbey 
 Installation of a new septic tank (Full) 
 CONDITIONAL PERMISSION GRANTED 
iii. Ref: 62/41/09/027 Lynton Post Office, Lee Road, Lynton 
 Alterations and additions, including balcony, to create first floor living 

accommodation (renewal of 62/41/06/032). (Full) 
 CONDITIONAL PERMISSION GRANTED 
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171/09 MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION 
 

a. Budget Review 2009/10 
i. Town Council 
ii. Agency 

Members had been circulated with a summary of the budget reviews for both the 
Agency and Town Council prior to the meeting.  The Finance Officer briefly 
outlined the main points and answered questions from members on the detail of 
the reviews. 
In particular it was stressed that there was a need for caution when preparing 
programmes for the future as the recent works to the Town Hall had used money 
gained from the sale of assets which could not be repeated. 

  RECOMMENDED 
• The budget reviews as attached to the signed copy of the minutes be accepted 
• A ‘brain storming’ session be held in January to help formulate future 

programmes for the Authority. 
 
b. Review of Charges for 2010/11 
 Copies of the review of charges had been distributed prior to the meeting. 

Councillor B Howells declared a prejudicial interest in the preferential car park rates 
for hoteliers as he is the owner of a hotel in Lynmouth  He  left the meeting and took 
no part in the debate or spoke thereon 
i. Car park Charges 

After discussion it was 
RECOMMENDED 
That no increases be made and that car park charges remain the same as for 
2009/2010. 

ii. Other Charges 
 Copy of the review of charges had been distributed to members prior to the 

meeting and the Finance Officer and Town Clerk answered questions regarding 
the detail.   
RECOMMENDED 
• The charges as attached to a signed copy of these minutes be adopted. 
• The charge for weddings already booked and where a deposit has been paid, 

remain at the price quoted. 
• The question of the purchase of additional crockery to be placed on the 

agenda for the next meeting of Estates & Amenities Committee. 
 
Members thanked the Finance Officer for his work on these reports and his work 
throughout the year 
 
c. Sir George Newnes Medal Board - costs 
 The Town Clerk had received a quotation for a medal board from Heidi Baker signs 

for £175. 
 RECOMMENDED 
 The quote be accepted. 
 
d. St Mary’s Church Lychgate (illustrations on display day of meeting). 

The Town Clerk briefly outlined the situation regarding the Lychgate and reminded 
members of the planning condition attached to the development of the stable site 
opposite the Valley of Rocks Hotel whereby a ‘virtual’ pavement would have been a 
deterrent to further damage to the Lychgate. 
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RECOMMENDED 
• The matter be passed to the Traffic Management Group with a recommendation 

from the Council that: the restricted waiting areas be re-examined. 
• The Town Clerk write to the Church Warden pointing out that the Town Council is 

not convinced that the erection of signs will solve the problem and that visibility 
could be improved by the removal of the large bush on the corner opposite the 
Valley of Rocks Hotel. 

• The Traffic management Group investigate the possibility of reducing the glare of 
spotlights from the Church which might cause drivers to lose visibility. 

 
e. Decision Register 

As attached and sent to members.   
RECOMMENDED 
The register be noted. 
 

f. Town Clerk’s report and Questions to the Town Clerk 
 Town Clerk’s report:  The Town Clerk reported briefly on the following: 

1. Holman Park – Basket Ball Hoops – These had been blown over and damaged 
in the recent gales and he had arranged for them to be taken back to the depot 
pending a decision from Councillors as to their future. 

 RECOMMENDED 
 The repair for the basket ball hoops be carried out from the Play Equipment Fund 

for Holman Park.   
2. Letter regarding Compensation received by a member of the public.  The 

Town Clerk informed members that he had received a letter thanks for the 
compensation payment from the lady who had claimed her jumper had been 
ruined by ink from a pen issued by the putting hut. 

3. Barbrook Toilets – Conveyance of Building and Management Issues.  The   
Town Clerk briefly updated members of the present situation whereby: 
1. he had agreed with the residents of Barbrook that the electricity supply would 

be paid by the Town Council until such time as the Christmas Tree lights were 
switched off in January 2010. 

2. he had also agreed that the facility could be reduced on a temporary basis to a 
unisex facility in the ladies part of the toilet pending the conveyance of the 
building to the residents group.   

3. He also gave members details of the problems raised by the Solicitor for the 
Barbrook Resident’s Group regarding the conveyance whereby it would seem 
that should the Charity cease to exist in the future, then the property could not 
revert to the Town Council without a cost being attached.   

4. He had arranged for the issue to be placed on the agenda for Full Council 
when he hoped to have received a reply from the Town Council’s solicitors. 

Questions to the Town Clerk: 
1. Pavements adjacent to Lacys’. Gunns and the Indian Restaurant.  The 

Town Clerk updated members of the current position regarding ownership of 
these areas of pavement and it was suggested that questions be asked of the 
County Councillor at full Council regarding ways for these to be improved. 

 
172/09 MATTERS REFERRED FROM ESTATES AND AMENITIES  
There were none 
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173/09 MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS 
 
a. FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

The Financial Statement for October 2009 was sent to members with their agenda, 
after discussion on the details of the report it was 

 RESOLVED: 
That the financial statement, as attached to the signed copy of the minutes be 
approved. 

 
b. SEASONAL UNDERTAKINGS 

The statement of income for October 2009 was sent to members with their agenda.  
It was 
RESOLVED 
That the report be noted and a copy attached to the minutes. 

 
c. CHEQUES  

 A List of the cheques was tabled for member’s consideration.  
 Mr D Brooks declared in interest in cheque number 7032 
 Councillor Mrs J Mills declared and interest in cheque number 7049 
 Councillor B Peacock declared an interest in cheque number 7051. 

RESOLVED: 
That the action of the Councillors in signing the cheques in accordance with the list 
circulated, be approved and the cheques be passed for payment. A copy of the list 
of cheques paid be attached to the signed minutes 

 
d. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 Councillor Mrs S Hibbert reminded members that in all planning matters should she 

obtain additional information on applications when attending Exmoor National Park 
Planning Committee this may necessitate her changing her views. 

 
i. Ref: 62/41/09/036 the Homestead, East Ilkerton, Barbrook, Lynton 
 Conversion of barn to 2 no. units of holiday accommodation (re-submission of 

application 62/41/08/027LB & 62/41/08/029) 
 RECOMMENDED 
 Permission be reluctantly refused as the application does not concord with the 

National Park planning policy, although members felt that schemes of this type 
added to the general prosperity of the area and would normally have been 
supported by the Town Council 

ii. Ref: 62/41/09/037LB the Homestead, East Ilkerton, Barbrook, Lynton 
 Listed Building Consent for the conversion of barn to 2 no. units of holiday 

accommodation (re-submission of application 62/41/08/027LB & 62/41/08/029) 
 RECOMMENDED 
 Permission be reluctantly refused as the application does not concord with the 

National Park planning policy, although members felt that schemes of this type 
added to the general prosperity of the area and would normally have been 
supported by the Town Council 

 
iii. Ref: 62/43/09/003 Crossways, Parracombe – application relates to 

adjoining Parish 
 Erection of a garage 
 Council had no comment on this application 
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iv. Ref: 62/43/09/04 Woody Bay Station, Martinhoe Cross, Parracombe – 
application relates to adjoining parish 

 Proposed installation of 1 no. red telephone box. 
   Council had no comment on this application 

 
174/09 ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS OF WHICH PRIOR NOTICE HAS BEEN 

GIVEN AND WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT 
Ref: 62/41/09/033 Little Plantation, Croscombe, Lynton. 
Erection of an agricultural workers dwelling (148sqm) together with the erection of 
an agricultural building (457 sqm) 
The Town Clerk advised members that there would be a site meeting regarding the 
above application on Wednesday 16 December at 12.30. 

 
 

PART 2 
 
The Chairman moved that 
 
In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in 
the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be 
instructed to withdraw. 
 
 
175/09 ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS OF WHICH PRIOR NOTICE HAS BEEN 

GIVEN AND WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT 
  
 Manor Residential Home 
 
  
  
The meeting closed at 7.50pm    Chairman 
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