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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE TOWN HALL, LYNTON ON THURSDAY 25TH NOVEMBER 2010 AT 2.30PM

PRESENT:
Councillors:
Mrs C B Bowden
(Mayor)

Mrs S Hibbert

(Deputy Mayor)

D Bishop

Dr J Frankish


J Gurney

B Howells

Mrs J Mills

T Parker

B J Peacock

Mrs E Rodway

K Troup



Officers:
Town Clerk and Town Council Secretary

Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillor D George

Also in Attendance:
County Councillor Mrs A Davis (part meeting)

The  meeting  opened  with  prayers  led  by  Councillor J  Gurney followed  by  a  minutes silence as a mark of respect following the death of PC Harper who was the first policemen on the scene of the Lynmouth Floods.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Prior to the commencement of the formal Council Meeting, the meeting was  adjourned to enable members of the general public to ask questions of the Council.

There was one member of the public present who asked the Town Clerk how many goats had been euthenased, why they had been euthenased, where the bodies had gone and where the ears tags for these goats were.  The Town Clerk responded by stating that in total 27 goats had been euthenased, these included the 9 goats identified as being sick or unlikely to survive the winter and had been released by person unknown following a roundup, together with a further 18 goats which were identified by the marksman as being in need of euthanasia.  The marksman was a qualified marksman and veterinary officer working in consultation with the RSPCA.  The vet disposed of the bodies and with regard to ear tags etc., the information would be recorded in the movement book on advice from Trading Standards Department.  The member of the public questioned the validity of the number of goats remaining in the Valley.  It was pointed out that it was virtually impossible to take an accurate count of the number of goats and all figures were open to speculation although the Town Clerk was satisfied that more than 55 goats remained in the valley.

The meeting was reconvened.
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184/10 
MINUTES

RESOLVED

The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 28th October 2010, copies of which had been previously circulated be confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

185/10 
MATTERS ARISING FROM COUNCIL MINUTES

There were none

186/10 
COMMUNICATIONS

1. The Mayor tabled a copy of a letter from LLAMA  informing Councillors that they would not be holding a festival in 2011.  Members had individually received this communication prior to the meeting.

2. The Town Clerk had received a letter from Devon County Council informing him that an advertisement relating to the proposed introduction of parking meters in Lynton & Lynmouth would be appearing on the 1st December 2010.  Members were concerned at this proposal and it was


RESOLVED


The question of parking meters in Lynton & Lynmouth be placed on the agenda for the next meeting of Policy & Finance Committee.

3. A letter had been received from Highway with regard to a request for salt stating that it could be bought cheaply but Highways had misunderstood the request which was for a supply to be kept in the depot for use by the Town Council’s workforce in bad weather.  County Councillor Davis to look into this matter.

187/10 
OUTSTANDING BUSINESS

There was none

With members permission, the Mayor moved agenda item 10 Police report to this point in the meeting.

188/10
POLICE REPORT

PC Martin Beck informed members that 3 crimes had been reported over the last 30 days and these were a drunk driver who was also charged with being in possession off drugs and the theft of solar panel.  He then went on the report:

· PC Nick Gall who covered the Combe Martin area would be assisting with this area also.  

· It was National Road Safety Week

· Vehicles with any defects such as lights not working etc., would be stopped and drivers automatically breathalysed.

· Speed enforcement was in operation this week.

· PCSO Grace Cleverdon had been contacted by the Probation Service who were looking for projects for youths.  It had been suggested that they might clean up the football club etc., but it was pointed out that this belonged to the Football Club however there were areas of graffiti, which could be cleaned up.  Town Clerk to contact PCSO Cleverdon with a list.

Questions

1. PC Beck was asked if the  police concerns had been a contributing factor to LLAMA not holding a festival next year.  He  could not answer this but did confirm that the police had been consulted and had concerns for the public safety element of the event.  Funding would have to be found for extra security for public safety if the event went ahead.
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2. In answer to a question as to what would happen if people do not know the event is not taking place and turn up anyway, PC Beck stated that an information gathering exercise would take place and a risk assessment held on what had been reported.  It might be that a meeting would be needed in the New Year between LLAMA, the Police, Exmoor National Park and the Town Council.

The Mayor thanked PC Beck for his report and he left the meeting.

189/10 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

RESOLVED:

That the open reports of the following committees, having being circulated, be received and noted and the recommendations contained therein adopted, subject to any matters annotated.


Special Council Meeting




    

27th October 2010
Minute 169/10

Minute 169/10 Discussion and Resolution of issues that arose from the recent roundup of goats, discussion item 8 Councillors felt it would be a counter productive if no members were barred from being physically involved in issues relating to the goats but it was pointed out that this was a discussion item only and not a resolution.

Special Council Meeting




    

3rd November 2010
Minute 170/10

Estates & Amenities Committee


   

10th November 2010
Minutes 171/10 – 177/10

Minute 175/10 Matters for Recommendation (b) Town Hall Working Party (i) Lift Councillors enquired of an item had been placed in the Lyn Valley News inviting members of the public to inspect the proposed siting of a lift in the Jubilee Room, it was confirmed this article had appeared.

Minute 175/10 Matters for Recommendation (d) Allotment Group In answer to a query as to when this Group would meet the Town Clerk informed Group members that they should meet at their convenience.

Minute 175/10 Matters for Recommendation (g) Town Clerks Report (1) Town Clock Members were informed that the clock was now working and chiming.

Policy & Finance Committee 



   

17th November 2010

Minutes 178/10 – 183/10

Minute 179/10 Matters for Information (e) Road closure A39 Watersmeet to Hillsford Bridge, Lynmouth The Town Clerk confirmed the dates he had received were correct.

Minute 180/10 Matters for Recommendation (b) ‘Any Questions’ invitation to hold show at Lynton.  Councillor Parker had downloaded the application form and after discussion it was

RESOLVED

The Town Clerk to complete and return the application form to hold ‘Any Questions’ in Lynton.

Minute 180/10 Matters for Recommendation (e) Request to use Manor Grounds from Leisure company (bouncy castles) concern was expressed on the impact something like this might have on the Council’s own facilities on the Manor ie the Putting Hut.
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PART 2

The Chairman moved that

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.

190/10
CONFIDENTIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Confidential Policy & Finance Committee                

17th November 2010

Minute 183/10
e.
Rental income

With members permission County Councillor Davis remained for this part of the meeting as she had pertinent information concerning same.

The meeting resumed as an open meeting

PART 1

191/10
REPORTS FROM OTHER COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

There were none

192/10 
 MOTIONS

There were no motions.

193/10  
QUESTIONS

There were no questions.
194 /10   NORTH DEVON COUNCIL

Report of the North Devon Councillor

North Devon Councillor Mrs S Hibbert tabled her report as follows:

In my report last month I mentioned that we were discussing the possibility of using St John’s church Lynmouth as the Polling Station instead of Lynmouth Parish Hall.  This has now been arranged and so next May we shall find out if our officers are happier with their accommodation.

At a council meeting earlier this month Mike Mansell was made the NDC Chief Executive and I know we all send him our best wishes. During another full council meeting concern was shown about the amount of officers now working out at the Brynsworthy Environment Centre Office Accommodation and hence they would be less available for members to meet and discuss projects and problems.  It had been envisaged that office accommodation at Brynsworthy could have been let to produce an income to offset the cost of the project. It was resolved that a briefing should be held to discuss the matter further with a business plan and risk assessment to add detail to the debate.

ENPA The ENP Centre in Lynmouth has lost, through retirement, three very valued members of staff.  Beth Brooks retired earlier this year after 13 years, Anne Scholes who served 12 years and Shirley Booker (centre manager) who after 23 years has now retired as the season comes to a close.  Both Anne and Beth have been an absolute font of knowledge, welcoming and informative to residents and visitors, never losing that enthusiasm and drive to promote our lovely area. 
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Shirley Booker has been part of the Lynmouth scene for as long as I can remember – her knowledge of Exmoor, the history, the community, her wonderful flower displays and her amazing memory will be an impossible act to follow.  As manager of the centre she, with her staff, have enhanced the experience of a visit to the Park and it’s rural settlements for thousands of visitors every year.  As some of you will know Shirley is very poorly and I am sure we send our best wishes to her and our thanks to all the ENP centre staff who help and inform our visitors throughout the season.

Questions to the North Devon Councillor

In answer to a question relating to the replacement of staff in the Visitor Centre, Councillor Hibbert was unable to make any definitive comment.

195/10   REPORT OF THE DEVON COUNTY COUNCILLOR

As tabled by DCC Andrea Davis, Devon County Councillor Combe Martin Rural. – Cabinet member for Children’s Health and Wellbeing
Underage alcohol sales fall in North Devon

Devon County Council’s Trading Standards Team and Devon and Cornwall Police have praised the efforts of license holders in North Devon to dramatically reduce the sale of alcohol to underage children. Recent test purchasing exercises carried out in Barnstaple, Ilfracombe and Fremington have revealed that underage sales have fallen in the area. Of the twenty premises visited during the operation, only one sold alcohol to the 14 year old volunteer. Previous checks carried out across Devon found 15% of retail shops and 40% of pubs to have sold alcohol to young people.

Devon’s unemployment figures down year on year

Unemployment in Devon rose for the first time in seven months – but has fallen since this time last year. The number of people claiming Jobseekers Allowance (JSA) climbed from 8,188 in September to 8,215 in October, representing a 0.3 % increase. This bucks the trend seen regionally and nationally where JSA continued to fall in October – by 1.6 % for the UK and 1 % for the South West. However, year on year, the Devon figure has fallen by 14.8 % from 9,645 people claiming JSA last October, compared to 10.5 % nationally. The slight increase in the monthly figures could be due to seasonal employment coming to an end while Christmas-related jobs may not have started in time to reflect October’s claimant count.
There were 5,474 new job vacancies notified to Jobcentre Plus in October, up from 4,332 in August. East Devon, Mid Devon, South Hams and West Devon have all seen slight decreases in the number of people claiming JSA, with the highest decrease (3.9 %) in Mid Devon. Exeter, North Devon, Teignbridge and Torridge have seen increases in the number of people claiming JSA between September and October. The largest increase was in North Devon (5.2 %).
Council welcomes rural health and Wellbeing plan

An NHS Devon strategy to improve the health and Wellbeing of people living in rural areas of Devon has been welcomed by Devon County Council's Cabinet.
The strategy sets out Devon's vision to improve the overall health, Wellbeing and quality of life for all people living in rural areas, with a focus on reducing inequalities in health and reducing inequities in health and social care provision. The aim of the strategy is to enable all organisations that impact on the health and Wellbeing of local people to gain a better understanding of their needs, look at the barriers and opportunities to improve health, and develop or redesign services alongside local communities to meet local need. The report analyses the social and geographical makeup of the county. With 90% of its land area defined as 'rural', Devon is the seventh most sparsely populated county in England, with 52% of its population living in rural areas.  There is a higher than average proportion of pensioners and a lower percentage of 0-15 year olds in the county, and high levels of migration of young people from rural to urban areas as they look for employment.  
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The report looks at the effect of living in rural areas on income and deprivation, employment and skills, housing, transport, health and Wellbeing and communities. Key areas outlined to improve services for children and young people in rural areas include developing services that focus on marginalised and geographically isolated young people, improving access to health promotion opportunities; promoting opportunities for play and physical activity; addressing the transport needs of children in targeted rural areas and addressing the needs for rural families and homeless young people. 

New agreement on terms and conditions will save 60 jobs

Up to 60 jobs will be safeguarded at Devon County Council following a new agreement between the authority and the trade unions on terms and conditions. The agreement will come into force next April and will save £1.4 million in the 2011/12 financial year. It follows a round of positive negotiations between the authority and the unions representing all non-teaching staff. The changes will mean:

· Overtime payments for staff earning over £24,000 will stop

· Allowances to cover home-working will stop

· Mileage allowances will be harmonised to the standard Revenue and Customs rates

· Payments for extra responsibility will cease

· Redeployment and other allowances for new cases will be cut from up to four years to a fixed two-year period

· Flexible working practices, such as increased part time working and unpaid leave, will be promoted to cut employment costs.

Recycling - Don’t Let Devon go to Waste

With a recycling rate of 52.62%, Devon is the 2nd best county in England. There is just 0.02% between Devon and Leicestershire, which claimed the top slot with a rate of 52.64%. In Devon last year, over 200,000 tonnes of material was recycled instead of being sent to landfill. 

Questions to the County Councillor

1. It was noticed that only one end of the village appeared to have been salted during the bad weather and the Councillor Davis confirmed she would check this and make sure both ends of the village were salted in the future. She confirmed that the Parracombe depot had a good supply of road salt.

2. Members queried the figures with regard to recycling.

3. Councillor Mills stated her interest in the Well Being Plan and Councillor Davis undertook to send her further details.

4. The question of children involved in Road Traffic Accidents was discussed with the possibility of reducing speed limits.  The matter to be discussed once again by the Traffic Management Group.

5. 309-310 bus service was once again discussed in particular the fact that the bus would not go down to Lynmouth on certain routes, there was no Sunday service etc. It was also stated that the buses were either late or did not turn up at all and in one instance when the bus had not turned up, a Councillor had written a letter of complaint to which no response had been received.  Councillor Davis asked for a copy of the letter and stated she would look into the matter.

Councillor Davis left the meeting at 3.45pm
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196/10  REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TRUST REPRESENTATIVE

Report as tabled by Councillor Mrs S Hibbert:

At a meeting of the Trust last Monday it was resolved to accept the latest requests of Devon County Council and agree to sign the lease for the library services at the Market Hall.  This is now back in the hands of the solicitors and I hope in my first report next year I shall be able to confirm this has been done.

Directors received a report on the “Walkers are Welcome” conference and the project will now move forward.

May I remind members about our Hydro information day on Thursday 2nd December.  The day starts at 12 noon with officers in attendance and then at 7pm there will be a presentation and question and answer session.  Please come along and see the exhibits.

Questions

1. In answer to a question concerning the lease of the Market Hall, Councillor Mrs Hibbert explained the back ground.

2. She was unable to answer a question concerning any cut backs to the proposed Exmoor National Park Visitor Centre as this was nothing to do with the LCDT.

197/10
 REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK
The Town Clerk reported:

A staff meeting had been held when all staff had been informed of the present position with regard to the JCG, suggestions had been made at that meeting and staff would be coming back with further suggestions.

Questions to the Town Clerk
1.
Not a question but members were informed that the flag was being flown at half mast in recognition of PC Harper who had recently passed away, the Mayor informed members she would be writing to the family and attending the funeral.

2.
The Town Clerk confirmed that no more goats would be disposed of this year unless in case of emergency only.  Councillor Rodway stated that her ponies had been spooked and broke out in Lee Abbey Ground, the Town Clerk  stressed that the ponies had not been frightened by the shooting of goats.

3. Position statement reference Esplanade Car Park, bases yet to be installed but the car park was open.

4. The hunting gate on snowball Path had fallen to pieces, Town Clerk to get this repaired/replaced.

5. The Town Clerk to ask the outside works foreman to look at the kerb stones outside the Town Hall which were a trip hazard.

6. In response to a report about gates being tampered with, bolts being altered etc., the Town Clerk to talk to the outside works foreman regarding this and outside works foreman to contact Councillor Rodway who would tell him which gates in particular.

7. Lynbridge Car Park – The Town Clerk informed members that a meeting was due next week with Ted Grainger the structural engineer.

198/10  REPORTS FROM OTHER COUNCILLORS

Councillor Mrs Hibbert had attended the Tourism Consultation Meeting at Exmoor National Park and briefly reported on same.

199/10  ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS

There was none.
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PART 2

The Chairman moved that

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.

200/10
CONFIDENTIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Confidential Policy & Finance Committee                17th November 2010

Minute 183/10

e.
Rental income

Meeting closed at  4.27pm.





Chairman
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LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ESTATES AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE TOWN HALL LYNTON ON WEDNESDAY THE 1ST DECEMBER 2010 AT 6.30pm

Present:


Councillors
D Bishop


(Chairman)
B J Peacock


(Vice Chairman)
Mrs C G Bowden
J Frankish
J Gurney
Mrs S Hibbert
B J Howells
Mrs J Mills
T Parker
Officers:


Town Clerk 
Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillors K Troup and Mrs E Rodway
201/10
MINUTES

RESOLVED
That the minutes of the Estates and Amenities Committee held on Wednesday the 10th November 2010, copies of which had been previously circulated, be confirmed as a true and correct record, and signed by the Chairman.
202/10
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
The following items of correspondence and/or reports were noted by committee

a.
North Devon Council – House to House Collection, Little Treasures Childrens Trust – 1st December 2010 to 30th November 2011.
b.
North Devon’s Biosphere Reserve – Issue 8, Winter 2010
c.
Planning Decisions
1. Ref: 62/41/10/016 – 9 Cross Street, Lynton

Proposed conversion of barn to 1 no. holiday unit.  As per amended plans 30.06.10 (Full)

CONDITIONAL PERMISSION GRANTED
2. Ref: 62/41/10/022 – Woodside/Barbrook Post Office and Stores, Barbrook, Lynton

Proposed change of use and division of existing unit, comprising dwelling and shop premises to form 2 no separate dwellings.

APPLICATION WITHDRAWN
3. Ref: 62/41/10/027 – North Walk House, North Walk, Lynton

Certificate of Existing Lawful Use and Development for Lawful development certificate for the existing use of the property as a guest house.  As per additional information 02.09.10

CERTIFICATE GRANTED
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4. Ref: 62/41/10/028 – 37 Lee Road, Lynton

Proposed change of use of dwelling (C3) to guest house (C1) (Full)

CONDITIONAL PERMISSION GRANTED
203/10
MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION
a.
Car Park Charges

The Town Clerk advised members that this would be an agenda item for Policy & Finance Committee on the 8th December.  A decision was necessary in December to enable  revisions to be included in the Car Park Order published by North Devon Council.  It was noted that apart from minor increases in tariff that no increases had been levied during 2010/11.
b. Exmoor National Park
1.
Invitation to Moorland Management Seminar 9th December 2010

RECOMMENDED

That Councillor Peacock or the Town Clerk attend if Councillor Peacock unavailable.
2.
Consultation by DEFRA  on the Governance Arrangements for National Park Authorities 

A discussion was held on the make up of the representatives on Exmoor National Park and the following points were made:
· There was a need for representation from local elected representatives which was independent of the County Council and district Council nomination process.
· Sometime local influence should outweigh the views of representatives elected nationally as their role is for the maintenance of the Park for the national interest.
· The possibility of reducing from 9 to 6 the nationally appointed representatives, the three vacancies to be a locally appointed representative from the three major areas on Exmoor ie Lynton, Dulverton and Porlock or reduce District Council and the Council representatives from 6 to 3, the vacancies to be filled by a nomination from Lynton, Dulverton and Porlock.
· It should be noted that the Town Council value the national expertise that is brought by the appointed representatives.
RECOMMENDED
The matter be referred to Policy & Finance Committee and the Town Clerk prepare a draft response for consideration.
c.
Decision Register

The decision register was considered and updated.
d. Town Clerks Report and Questions to the Town Clerk
The Town Clerk reported:
1.
A supply of salt had been delivered to the depot.
2. The hedge trimmer attachment was not used as it was  not suitable for the work it had been intended for and it was possible that this could be sold and money used to purchase a flail mower.  The Town Clerk would come to Policy & Finance Committee with further details.
Questions to the Town Clerk:
1. The Town Clerk undertook to distribute a copy of Manor roof survey with the Policy & Finance agenda.
2. Councillor Bowden requested that the outside workforce be thanked for their efforts in installing the new lights and the Christmas trees.
3. It was noted that Policy & Finance Committee would consider on street car parking charging proposals from Devon County Council.
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4. There was a copy  for members of the report from the vet regarding the euthanasia of the goats in the Valley.
5. In response to a question regarding why the Exmoor National Park web site had recorded the Town Council as not responding to a planning application, the Town Clerk outlined the procedure and said that this happened when the application was considered by the Town Council after the preparation of the list for publication although when the application was considered by the Park Planning Committee the Town Council’s views were taken into consideration.
204/10
MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS
a.
Planning
Councillor Mrs S Hibbert reminded members that as in all planning matters should she obtain additional information on applications when attending Exmoor National Park Planning Committee this may necessitate her changing her views.
1. Ref: 62/41/10/036 – Chalet 1, High Bullen Farm, Ilkerton, Lynton

Proposed single storey extension

RESOLVED

To recommend approval
2. Ref: 62/41/10/037 – Sea View Villa, 6 Summerhouse Path, Lynmouth
Proposed change of use from guest house to private accommodation.

RESOLVED

To recommend approval
3. Ref: 62/41/10/038 – Dean Steep Tourist Centre, Dean Steep, Barbrook

Proposed removal of condition D (the chalets shall only be occupied during the period from the 15th March to 31st October each year and shall be retained in the ownership of the site owner and not resold) of approved application NE 557.  Together with replacement of a condition seeking to ensure that the chalets shall not be occupied as a person’s sole or main place of residence. 

RESOLVED

To recommend approval
4. Ref: 62/41/10/039 – Nos 7 and 8 Barbrook Road, Barbrook, Lynton
Proposed refurbishment, environmental upgrading and extension to 2 no. semi detached dwellings.  Revision to previous approved planning application 62/41/10/013.

RESOLVED

To recommend approval although members were concerned at the visual impact of the proposed steel flue and requested that conditions be attached to the approval to tone down this impact.
205/10
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS OF WHICH PRIOR NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN AND WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT
1.
Manor Residential Home

It was resolved and seconded that this matter be treated as a confidential item.
PART 2
The Chairman moved that
In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.
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206/10
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS OF WHICH PRIOR NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN AND WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT
1.
Manor Residential Home

It was resolved and seconded that this matter be treated as a confidential item.
The meeting closed at   7.35 pm




Chairman
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LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE POLICY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, LYNTON ON WEDNESDAY 8TH DECEMBER 2010 AT 6.30PM

Present:
Councillors
B Howells

(Chairman)

T Parker

(Vice Chairman)
D Bishop




Mrs C G Bowden

J Frankish

Mrs J Mills

B J Peacock

Mrs E Rodway
(part meeting)

Officers:
Town Clerk 
Apologies: 
Apologies were received from Councillors D George, J Gurney, Mrs S Hibbert and K Troup.  Councillor Mrs E Rodway sent her apologies for being late.

207/10
MINUTES
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on the 17th November 2010, a copy of which had been previously circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.  

208/10
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

a. Safe & Sound – Autumn 2010 -  newsletter from Safer North Devon.

Available for members in the general office

b. Devon County Council – Winter Service Circular 


Copy letter sent to members with their agenda.  Members discussed the Winter circular from Devon County Council and the Town Clerk advised them that he had written to Devon County Council enquiring as to the cost of salt and would advise Committee when he was advised of the price.  A limited supply of salt was already in location in the depot in Lee Road and members requested that where possible staff pay special attention to the slop between the Post Office and Health Centre and the slope down to the Resource Centre from Lee Road.

c. Planning Decisions
None

209/10
MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION

a. Budget Review 2010/11 (to be tabled)


i. Town Council
ii.
Agency


Before considering this and the following item (review of charges for 2011/12) the Town Clerk informed members of the time table that had to be met for the precept (January 21st 2011) and the setting of car park charges (16th December 2010)

- 13 -

  
He advised members that it was proposed to explain the methodology that was contained in the budget review and then defer this for consideration at a special Council Meeting in January.


RECOMMENDED


That the information distributed at the meeting be noted and that a special Council Meeting be held on the 11 January 2011 at 2pm.  

Councillor Mrs E Rodway arrived at this point of the meeting.
b.
Review of Charges for 2011/12
i. Car park Charges

The Town Clerk had tabled two documents pertaining to this prior to the meeting and he took members firstly through the bar chart which indicated the level of traffic through the car parks over the last 5 years.  He explained that the income levels had been adjusted to assume that a constant car park charge had been made.  Members noted in particular that the current financial year 2010/11 was a particularly bad year for car park income.  After discussion of the hourly charges in the car parks it was

RECOMMENDED:

That the tariff be


1 hour =    £1.00

2 hours =  £2.00

3 hours =  £3.00

4 hours =  £3.50

over 4 hours and less than 24 hours £4.50

Season Tickets etc.

Councillor Bryn Howells declared a prejudicial interest in the setting of the tariff for Guest House 24 hour tickets as he is the owner of a guest house in Lynmouth.  He left the room and did not take any part in the debate or vote thereon.

Councillor Parker took the chair for this item only

RECOMMENDED

That the price of a 24 hour ticket available to Guest Houses and Hotels only be set at £3.50.

Councillor Howells returned to the meeting and resumed the Chair

4 day Parking Ticket

RECOMMENDED

The price for a 4 day parking ticket be set at £12.00

7 day Parking Ticket

RECOMMENDED

The price for a 7 day parking ticket be set at £18.00

Annual Season Ticket

RECOMMENDED

The annual season ticket price be set at £77.50 and that a stamp be obtained to stamp the year date across these tickets to assist Car Park Wardens to identify the year of issue.
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Parking of Coaches

It was proposed but not seconded that no charge be made.  

It was proposed and seconded that no charge be made and also a record be kept of the number of coaches in Lower Lyndale Car Park.

An amendment was proposed and seconded that coaches should be charged a nominal fee of £1.00 per visit and a record of the number be kept by the car park attendant at Lower Lyndale.  

There being no further amendments this became the substantive motion and it was proposed and seconded and carried by a majority vote that the charge for coaches be a nominal £1.00 and a record of the number of coaches be kept.

RECOMMENDED



1.
Coach charges be £1.00 with a record kept of the number of coaches using  Lower Lyndale Car Park.



2.
The Town Clerk to arrange for a record to be kept of the number of coaches in Bottom Meadow Car Park.

ii.
Other Charges

To be discussed at Special Council Meeting on 11th January 2011.

c.
Roadside Parking Meters – Proposals by Devon County Council     


Members discussed the proposals from Devon County Council and it was


RECOMMENDED


The Town Clerk request that a member of the on street parking team from Devon County Council attend a meeting of the Town Council.

d. South West Conference of Local Councils Association – Parish & Town Council Elections 2011 

          RECOMMENDED


The Democracy Pack be passed to Councillor Mrs C Bowden for possible inclusion in the Lyn Valley News.

e.
Solar Lights between Lynton & Lynmouth – costs of maintenance 


Members had received a copy letter from Nick Harvey MP requesting the Town Council consider contributing towards the maintenance of the solar lights.  After discussion it was noted that the original grant payment had excluded a maintenance payment being made by the Town Council and it was


RECOMMENDED


That the Town Clerk write to Nick Harvey MP stating that it was not possible for the Town Council to pay towards the cost of maintaining the lights but they would contact Exmoor National Park to see if they could make money available.

f.
Exchange of hedge trimmer for flail mower


No progress had been made. The Town Clerk stated he would bring a report to Committee as soon as possible.


RECOMMENDED


His comments be noted.

g.
Decision Register


As sent to members with their agenda
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h. Town Clerk’s report and Questions to the Town Clerk

The Town Clerk Report:

1.
Town Hall Roof – rear adjacent to gents toilets. The Town Clerk had met with Karl DeGabriel and discussed the continuing problem with water pouring from the roof.  Mr DeGabriel had in turn discussed this with Graham Ash and they jointly felt that the problem had occurred following the re-roofing of the Town Hall in 2000.  The possible solution, although he stressed that it was not a guaranteed solution, would be the installation of flow directors to direct the water away from the problem area.


RECOMMENDED


The Town Clerk instruct Karl DeGabriel and Graham Ash to carry out the works at a cost of not more than £1,000.

2.
Re-decoration of Main Hall.  The Town Clerk updated members on the present position whereby Rod Pye and Paul Lethaby were jointly undertaking the re-decoration of the main hall and the outside workforce would assist when possible.

Questions to the Town Clerk:

1.
Councillor Mrs Bowden expressed concern that a request had been received from the Barbrook Residents Group for a contribution towards the cost of the electricity for lighting the Christmas Tree in Barbrook.  It was felt that this was an inappropriate request.

2. After discussion, members agreed to place a bench outside the Jubilee Room window in the entrance alcove to enable young people to sit there in the evening under shelter.  It was stressed that they would be made aware that they would be responsible for clearing all rubbish.

3. The Mayor reminded Councillors that they and their escorts were invited to the traditional Lee Abbey Christmas party on the 16 January 2011 and requested that they inform her by the Council meeting who would be attending.

4. Upper North Walk on the South Side – the gate latch was ill fitting, the Town Clerk undertook to advise the outside workforce foreman.

5. Town Hall – internal hand rail.  Members agreed that the work should proceed as soon as possible and that Barry Shires be instructed to carry out the work on a cost basis.

6. In answer to a questions, the Town Clerk advised members that he was waiting for SEC Connect to connect the electrical supply to the lights and apologised for the delay which was outside the Town Councils control.

7. The Town Clerk to contact Heidi Baker requesting the installation of a toilet sign at the Town Hall

210/10
MATTERS REFERRED FROM ESTATES AND AMENITIES 

a.
Consultation by DEFRA  on the Governance Arrangements for National Park Authorities ​– draft response letter.


The Town Clerk had tabled a draft response letter on the Governance Arrangements for National Park Authorities and it was

RECOMMENDED 

The letter be sent.
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211/10
MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS
a.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT

The Financial Statement for November 2010 – To be distributed as soon as available.
b. SEASONAL UNDERTAKINGS


The statement of income for November 2010 - To be distributed as soon as available.

c. CHEQUES 


A List of the cheques was tabled for member’s consideration. 


The Town Clerk expressed an interest in cheque number 7401


It was


RESOLVED:


The action of the Councillors in signing the cheques in accordance with the list circulated, be approved and the cheques be passed for payment. 

d.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i. Ref: 62/41/10/040 Orchard House Hotel, 12 Watersmeet Road, Lynmouth

Councillor Bryn Howells declared a prejudicial interest in this matter as he is the applicant.  He left the room and did not take any part in the debate or vote thereon.


Renewal of planning permission 62/41/07/042 (change of use from commercial guest house to a single private residential dwelling – no change to internal layout or external appearance).


RESOLVED


To recommend approval

ii. Ref: 62/41/10/041 Lynton Town Hall, Lynton


Proposed provision of hand rails to the external main entrance and to the external entrance of the adjacent Tourist Information Centre.


RESOLVED


To note that as the Town Council were the applicants they had a prejudicial interest and could not comment, but asked that it be noted that the works were to facilitate access for people, especially the elderly to the Town Hall.

iii. Ref: 62/41/10/042LB Lynton Town Hall, Lynton


Listed Building Consent for the proposed provision of hand rails to the external main entrance and to the external entrance of the adjacent Tourist Information Centre.

RESOLVED

          To note that as the Town Council were the applicants they had a prejudicial interest and could not comment, but asked that it be noted that the works were to facilitate access for people, especially the elderly to the Town Hall
e.
RENTAL INCOME 

Dealt with as a confidential item

212/10
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS OF WHICH PRIOR NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN AND WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT
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PART 2

The Chairman moved that

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.

213/10
MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS
e.
Rental Income

The meeting closed at 8.45pm



Chairman
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