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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE TOWN HALL, LYNTON ON THURSDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2011 AT 2.30PM

PRESENT:
Councillors:

Mrs C G Bowden

(Mayor)

Mrs S Hibbert


(Deputy Mayor)

D Bishop

J Gurney

B J Howells

T Parker

B J Peacock

Mrs E Rodway

Officers:
Town Clerk and Town Council Secretary

Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillors Mrs J Mills, J Frankish and D George.

Also in Attendance:
County Councillor Mrs A Davis 

The meeting opened with prayers led by Councillor T Parker

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Prior to the commencement of the formal Council Meeting, the meeting was  adjourned to enable members of the general public to ask questions of the Council.  There were no questions and the Mayor reconvened the meeting.

282/10 
MINUTES

RESOLVED
The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 27th January 2011, copies of which had been previously circulated be confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

283/10 
MATTERS ARISING FROM COUNCIL MINUTES
Public Question Time Councillor Peacock had been unable to attend the last meeting of full Council but having read the report of Barbrook Public Facilities Trust, he felt the Council should look into ways of saving costs.  It was pointed out that although it appeared that the water bill had been reduced from £3000pa to £250pa this was not quite accurate as the £3000 bill had been due to a large water leak.  However, he was assured that once all the properties had been transferred back to the Town Council, ways of making savings with regard to utilities etc,. would be looked into very quickly.
Minute 251/10 Report of Devon County Councillor,  Councillor Peacock questioned Councillor Davis as to the waste disposal changes and who they would apply to but at the present time councillor Davis did not have the answer to his question.  

Minute 251/10 Report of Devon County Councillor County Councillor Mrs Davis informed members that the date of the public meeting for Traffic Management in our area had been changed and was now to take place on the 17 May 2011.  This seminar was being held to deal with all traffic matters not just parking.
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284/10 
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk had received two communications one of which was to be dealt with as a confidential item.

A letter had been received from the tenants of Rock House Hotel stating that (1) they would be doing works on trees and removing a sycamore and (2) requesting a key to the barrier on Manor Grounds.  Members had no objection to the tree works but discussion took place as to the provision of a key to the Town Council padlock as these keys were only available to Town Council staff and the emergency services.  It was

RESOLVED

The request from Rock House for a key to the lockable barrier on Manor Grounds be placed on the agenda for Estates & Amenities Committee to consider.

285/10 
OUTSTANDING BUSINESS
There was none

With members permission, the Mayor moved agenda item 10 Police report to this point in the meeting.

286/10
POLICE REPORT

PC Martin Beck started his report by apologising for not being able to attend the Licensing of Rev. Dr Christopher Steed as Priest-in-charge, but he had been called away at the last minute.  He then went on to report that 4 crimes had been reported in the last month 1 of shoplifting, 1 theft of parts from a motorbike; 1 domestic assault and 1 criminal damage to a care home.  23 calls had been received which included 5 traffic incidents.  He then went  on to report:

· that having received letters of dissatisfaction of behaviour in Market Street, he had carried out a survey at nighttime which involved giving out 55 survey forms.  He had requested these forms be returned within 9 days but had only received back 4 completed forms however, he had included in the survey a paragraph stating that if there were no issues then there was no need to reply.


· He was very concerned at the amount of dog excrement and asked members to be vigilant about reporting such offenders.

· Vehicle speeding was being targeted.

QUESTIONS

The Town Clerk had received complaints with regard to cars parking continually in unloading bays in Lynmouth and PC Beck stated he would look into this complaint.

The Mayor then thanked PC beck for attending the meeting and all his support and help to the community.

287/10 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

RESOLVED:

That the open reports of the following committees, having being circulated, be received and noted and the recommendations contained therein adopted, subject to any matters annotated.


Special Council






8th February 2011

Minutes 267/10 – 268/10

Estates & Amenities Committee


   
9th February 2011
Minutes 269/10 – 273/10
- 2 -

Minute 272/10 Matters under Delegated Powers (a) Planning (1) ref: 62/41/11/004 – 14 Park Street, Lynton Councillor Parker felt that Dr Frankish’s prejudicial interest applied to the husband of his employee and not to his employee however, as this was a record of the statement made by Dr Frankish members felt that the minute was correct and no amendment needed to be made.

Policy & Finance Committee 



   
15th February 2011

Minutes 274/10 – 280/10
Minute 276/10 matters for Recommendation (c) Tourist Information Centre Lease Councillor Peacock had meeting notes relating to the lease dating back to February 2008 and asked for a copy of the lease.  He also stated that he considered there was an electric meter installed but not connected to the Tourist Information Centre and the Town Clerk confirmed that an electrician was looking into the matter.

RESOLVED

A copy of the Tourist Information Lease be sent to Councillor Peacock for his information.

Minute 276/10 matters for Recommendation (d) Request for Handrail, Grattons Drive Allotments In answer to a query as to whether the Town Council’s outside works foreman had looked at this site yet, members were informed that he would not do this until after this meeting.  A Councillor had visited the site and it was requested that the matter be placed on the agenda for Estates & Amenities Committee to discuss.

RESOLVED

The request for a hand rail at Grattons Drive Allotments be placed on the agenda for Estates & Amenities Committee to discuss.

Minute 276/10 matters for Recommendation (f) Town Clerks Report (4) Elections.  A question was asked regarding whether it was legal to hold three elections on the same day however it was pointed out that  there would be one election for North Devon Councillor, one election for Town Council Councillors and the third would be a referendum and not an election so therefore these elections would be legal.

Minute 276/10 matters for Recommendation (f) Town Clerks questions (2) Town Hall Windows Councillor Parker clarified the position in that he had not been requested to obtain further estimates for the Town Hall Windows.

Minute 279/10 Any Other Urgent Business – possible police cut backs, treated as a confidential item – the confidential minute relating to this item had been missed off the confidential minutes.  

RESOLVED

The confidential minute relating to Police Cut Backs to be added to the signed confidential minutes attached to these minutes.

Personnel Committee




   
 15th February 2011

Minute 281/10

288/10
REPORTS FROM OTHER COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

There were none

289/10 
 MOTIONS
There were no motions.

290/10  
QUESTIONS
There were no questions.
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 291/10   
NORTH DEVON COUNCIL

As tabled and presented by Councillor Mrs S Hibbert

At Council on Tuesday the budget was approved, however this was only after much concern was voiced about the lack of affordable housing being built and the lack of information sent to members before the meeting.  It does seem too much to expect members to absorb the amount of information tabled at these important meetings. For myself I had spent a long meeting last Thursday, as a member of the overview and scrutiny committee, studying and finally noting and supporting the budget.  The recommendation not to increase the level of Council Tax charged by North Devon Council was also approved.

Council adopted some changes of polling stations for the forthcoming elections. This confirms that St John the Baptist church in Lynmouth will become the polling station instead of the Parish Hall.  We are hoping to make the officers involved more comfortable as it is a very long day for them.  They will certainly have more room to stretch their legs.  Jan Kennedy will be one of the officers in the Town Hall.  You will all be pleased to hear how well she is now, following a serious illness.

Members were pleased to hear from the Chief Executive that two Executive Director posts were to be deleted from 31st  March. Cuts really do seem to be starting at the top.  There is no doubt many organisations and associations are going to struggle to survive with fairly large cuts in their budget and we are going to have to learn to look after ourselves in more ways than one! It does seem to me however that NDC has managed the cuts, so far, a little better than some of our neighbouring districts.

Questions to the North Devon Councillor

Members were concerned at the lack of affordable homes in Lynton & Lynmouth and asked why North Devon Homes did not buy suitable property when it came onto the market rather than try to obtain planning permission to build flats etc., when there was already a glut of flats and what was needed was more houses.  Although this was not in the remit of either the District Councillor or the County Councillor, the County Councillor stated she would try to get answers if the specific questions were sent to her.  Members discussed the various options in detail and after much discussion it was

RESOLVED

Housing issues be put on the agenda for Policy & Finance Committee.

The Town Clerk to write to North Devon Homes asking what their policy is on purchasing  open market homes for rent.

QUESTIONS

There were none

292/10
DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL

Report tabled by Andrea Davis, Devon County Councillor Combe Martin Rural. – Cabinet member for Children’s Health and Wellbeing, Member Exmoor National Park

No council tax increase for Devon County Council

The authority set a zero per cent increase for 2011/12 at its Budget meeting last week.
It follows the lowest ever council tax rise of 1.98 per cent in the current financial year. Councillors approved a revenue budget of £519 million and agreed £54 million of cuts. Members’ allowances were frozen for the third year running. Despite the spending reductions, no libraries or children’s centres will be closed and the direct grant to schools will increase. There will be cash increases for social care for older people and people with disabilities, children in care and children with special needs. There will be extra money to repair potholes and other safety defects on the highways network. Additional funds have been found to halve the proposed cuts to Citizens’ Advice Bureaux and other voluntary organisations. 
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And the county council will continue to invest more than any other authority in the South West on domestic violence services. Last month plans to streamline the council and reduce senior management by over 25 per cent were revealed.
The authority’s jobs freeze has already reduced the number of staff by 800 with a similar figure planned for the next two years. 

Pothole cash announcement

Devon County Council has welcomed the Government announcement of extra cash for pothole repairs. Local authorities will be informed next month of the share they will receive from the £100 million earmarked to deal with winter damage caused to the nation’s roads.
The County Council received £3.6million last year in a similar Government handout. That was part of £11million spent by Devon last year on reactive repairs and resurfacing of highways damaged by the severe weather of last winter. A record number of almost 200,000 potholes were fixed on Devon’s 8,000 mile road network in 2010, compared with 40,000 in 2009.  Repairing potholes remains an uphill battle in our county, simply because we have more roads to maintain than any other authority in the country, so a fair share of this money is much needed in Devon. We would hope to get at least the same, if not more than the £3.6million we received last year.  Devon County Council has earmarked more than £7million to be spent on pothole repairs for the coming financial year as part of its ongoing repair programme. Potholes and safety defects on the county’s roads can be reported online at www.devon.gov.uk or by calling 0845 155 1004.

Public meeting for Traffic Management in our Area. 

Change of the provisional date set last month due to staff leave, the new date is Tuesday 17th May.

Old Village Enhancement 

The enhancement of Queen Street in Lynton got underway on Monday 21 February. The scheme will include drainage and road surface improvements as well as enhanced paving. Extensive consultation has been carried out with local businesses, the Town Council and Exmoor National Park. Access for deliveries and pedestrians will be maintained during the works. The work is scheduled to take six weeks and will be carried out by Aggregate Industries.

Concessionary bus passes

Due to changes in the legislation, District Councils’ responsibility for the pass ends on the 31st March, with Devon County Council taking over direct responsibility for concessionary bus travel within its area from 1st April.  Devon has been handed £7million of Government funding to operate the scheme, but it is expected to cost the authority around £12.35million to run.  Our local concessionary scheme was being run very efficiently. The County Council was already managing the administration of the concessionary bus passes in the county, other than in East Devon, so there has been virtually no opportunity to save costs by transferring the scheme to the County Council.  Residents who already have a national bus pass do not need to register with Devon County Council unless their circumstances have changed, because all national bus passes remain valid and their information will automatically transfer from the district councils. All new applicants living in Devon County Council’s area should contact the Concessionary Bus Travel team.  From 1st April the national bus pass will be valid for free travel throughout Devon County Council’s area all day on Saturday, Sunday, public holidays and from 9:30am to the end of service on week days.  The national bus passes will be valid for free travel before 9:30am in areas with infrequent bus services, where there is a journey on a service before 9:30am but none between 9:30am and 11am on that service. A current list of services where exemptions apply to the valid times is available on request from the Concessionary Bus Travel Team. 
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These valid times will apply across the whole of Devon County Council’s area and on all bus operator networks. A Devon companion pass will also be introduced from 1st April and will be available on application to all eligible residents of Devon County Council. This companion pass will be issued to severely disabled resident national bus pass holders who are only able to travel by bus with the assistance of a travelling companion. The companion pass will be valid for free travel for one companion travelling with the disabled national bus pass holder and the same times as the national pass. District companion passes issued by East Devon, Exeter, Teignbridge, Mid Devon, North Devon and West Devon will not be valid after 31st March 2011. District companion pass holders will be sent a letter explaining the change enclosing a Devon companion application form; other severely disabled residents can now apply for the Devon companion pass to be issued for the 1st April. Details and Devon companion pass application forms are available from the Concessionary Bus Travel Team.  Everyone living in Devon County Council’s area who is eligible for the national bus pass should contact the Concessionary Bus Travel team on 01392 383688 or 01271 383688 with any enquiries about concessionary bus travel in Devon from 1st April 2011. 

Bus Service

She announced at the meeting that as from the 11 April 2011 Filers Coaches would be taking over the bus service from TW Coaches and there would be no cut in the morning and evening services from and to Barnstaple as had been previously stated.

QUESTIONS

· The next meeting of the Traffic Management Group would arranged after the Traffic Management Public meeting to be held on the 17 May.

· Lyndown  Waste Tip – no further news to report

· Bus Service - costs  for single and return fares were discussed and County Councillor Davis confirmed that the bus service charged an overall average for each journey.

· Carer Services – an observation was made as to volunteer carers and help available to them.  County Councillor asked for the specific query to be emailed to her and she would then make the necessary enquiries.

· In answer to a question concerning mechanical road diggers, she confirmed that these were not redundant.

· She confirmed that the Traffic Management Public Meeting to be held on the 17 May would not be dealing with just parking problems but would encompass  all number of issues relating to road use and users.

· She had nothing to report with regard to the sale of Care Homes.

· In response to a question concerning the bus service, she could not guarantee that the service would run down to Lynmouth.

· Following the recent asphalting of Watersmeet road, asphalt was left in gutters.  She would look into this matter.

· She explained that the higher rate of disability allowance would apply to the Devon Companion pass from 1 April.

· In response to a further question concerning the lack of bus service down to Lynmouth it was


RESOLVED


The Town Clerk to write to Filers asking them to consider going down to Lynmouth.

293/10  
REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TRUST REPRESENTATIVE
As tabled by Suzette Hibbert Chair LCDT

During the month we had an initial meeting with accommodation providers so that we 
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could gauge the interest in our Walkers are Welcome project.  It was well attended and we found the meeting quite illuminating as it was attended by some of our newcomers who everyone was pleased to meet. The project director is keen to move things forward so we shall be e-mailing all those who attended to ask them to help with the next stage.

Directors are becoming increasingly worried by the correspondence from, and the utter determination of, the Riparian Owners Association to scupper our plans for the Hydro Scheme. At our meeting next Monday we shall be deciding how to face this problem with our project manager Paul Hollis.

Councillor J Gurney declared a prejudicial interest in the Lyn Hydro Scheme as he is  an employee of one of the Riparian Owners.   He left the room and did not take any part in the debate or vote thereon.

Members discussed the implications of the hydro scheme and problems associated with the Riparian Owners.

294/10
 REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK
The Town Clerk reported:

1. He had received the resignation of Brian Jenkins as car park warden and this position and the position of Seasonal Part Time car park attendant in Lower Lyndale were to be advertised.

2. Lynbridge Car Park – a meeting had been held between the outside work Foreman and the Design Engineer, also a meeting had been held with the new Tenants of the Bridge Inn and the Town Clerk.  It was hoped work would begin in the very near future, the Town Clerk would be asking the Design Engineer for a bill of quantities.

3. He reminded members that the annual Meeting of the parish had been brought forward one week this year to the 24 March 2011 to enable members to act on recommendations from this meeting at their full Council meeting the following week rather than leave it a full month after the meeting to act on recommendations.

Questions to the Town Clerk
1. Members were pleased to hear that Lynbridge was moving forward and thanked Councillor Hibbert for her hard work.

2. The harbour was due to be scraped etc., and a request was made that the outside works foreman tighten all the cross chains at that time.

295/10  
REPORTS FROM OTHER COUNCILLORS
a.
Barnstaple & Lynton Railway

A meeting had been held between the Councillors B Peacock and Mrs C Bowden and representatives of the railway company who had explained their three possible suggestions for access into Lynton from Station Hill. 

b.
The Lyn Valley Society

A report on behalf of the Lyn Valley Society was made by councillor Mrs Rodway a copy of which is attached to these minutes.  Members enquired the present position with regard to the triple chance membership numbers and were concerned that it was very low.

296/10  
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS

There was none
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PART 2

The Chairman moved that

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.

297/10
CONFIDENTIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Confidential Full Council





27th January 2011

Minute 265/10 – 266/10

Confidential Policy & Finance                


15th February 2011
Minutes 279/10 – 280/10

Minute 279/10 Any Other Urgent Business of which prior notice has been given and which the Chairman considers to be urgent.  Possible Police cut backs.  

Confidential Personnel Committee


            15th February 2011
Minute 281/10

298/10 
COMMUNICATIONS
Communication  to be dealt with as a confidential item.

Meeting closed at 4.12 pm.





Chairman
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Minutes of the meting held on Wednesday 2" February 2011.

There were eight members present and apologies from Beryl Winterton, Jill Mills and
Ken Sole.

Minutes of the meeting on 1* December 2010 Agreed and signed.

Matters Arising. There is no further progress in assessing the costs for the changes
in the cinema. The scaffold tower has now been paid for.

Chairman’s Report. Tim reported on the meeting yesterday of the Town Hall
refurbishment group. With reference to the lift the Council have approached the National
Park officer who reported that the original agreed site (the back fire escape stairs) is the
preferred site and has asked that the plans for this be revisited to see whether the costs can
be revised. Costs are being prepared for the repair of the front and council chamber
windows - including the leaded lights and the surrounding wood and fabric.

Secretary’s Report. Letter from Barbrook Memorial Garden group - thanks for
the funding. Letter from The Mayor, Christine Bowden - thanks for the funds to buy the
scaffold tower. Letter from Colin Croxford - thanks for the promise of help to buy
cinema equipment. Second notification of the May Fun Evening - Grace needs to know
definitely if we will take part. Agreed we will have coconut shy and one other stall.
Letter from Bluefin Insurance Group - “working relationship with Civic Voice has come
to an amicable end”. They are offering insurance through Aviva at no increase in price
this year. Marcia will contact Civic Voice to find out who is their preferred insurance
broker to compare prices. The Art and Craft Society have offered to purchase the three
spare glass cabinets for £75 - price agreed.

Treasurer’s Report/Bookshop Report. The bank account balance is £4830
(before the cheque for the scaffold has been presented) and the combined Standard Life
accounts total £89053. The current Bond matured on 31% January and Sheila has not
taken out another Bond as we may need to use some funds for the Town Hall in the near
future. The bookshop takings for the current year, to closing were £6807 (£6730 net) and
the funds available for distribution (after deduction of the cinema “promise™) are £2199.
The bookshop will open again on 12" February.

Treble Chance Report. The numbers have fallen to 180.

There was no further business and the meeting closed at 8.50pm




LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ESTATES AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE TOWN HALL LYNTON ON WEDNESDAY THE 9TH MARCH 2011 AT 6.30pm

Present:


Councillors

D Bishop


(Chairman)

B J Peacock


(Vice Chairman)

Mrs C G Bowden

J Frankish

J Gurney

Mrs S Hibbert

B J Howells

Mrs J Mills

T Parker

K Troup

Officers:


Town Clerk and Town Council Secretary
Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillors D George and Mrs E Rodway.

299/10
MINUTES

RESOLVED

That the minutes of the Estates and Amenities Committee held on Wednesday the 9th February 2011, copies of which had been previously circulated, be confirmed as a true and correct record, and signed by the Chairman.

With members permission the Chairman suspended Standing Orders and moved that agenda item 4. matters for Recommendation (a) Presentation by Positive Development Trust on land at Station Hill be moved to this point of the meeting.

300/10
MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION

a.
Presentation by Positive Development Trust on land Station Hill


The Town Clerk outlined the background to this presentation and introduced Mr John Gower of the Positive Development Trust.  Mr Gower thanked members for allowing him to make a presentation and explained how the Trust had been formed and its aims.  He explained  that he was seeking an ‘in principal’ agreement from the Council for him to make initial investigations into the possibility of building three local need homes on a site at Station Hill, a copy of his report is attached to these minutes.  


After a question and answer session the chairman resumed the meeting under Standing Orders.


Members discussed the possibility of building three houses on this land and agreed there was a very real need for more family homes in Lynton and Lynmouth.  It was


RECOMMENDED

1. An ‘in principal’ approval be given to the Positive Development Trust to proceed further.

2. A Special Council meeting be held on 7 April at 6.30pm to discuss the next stage scheme with the Positive Development Trust once they have obtained further information. 
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The Chairman thanked Mr Gower for his presentation.

301/10
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

The following items of correspondence and/or reports were noted by committee

a.
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 – B3234 Lynmouth Hill, Lynton – Temporary prohibition of through traffic Monday 7th March 2011 to Friday 11th March 2011.

b.
Devon County Council – Devon in Touch, monthly news roundup.

Available for members in the General Office.

c.
Campaign to Protect Rural England, Devon Branch – Annual Report 2010.

Available for members in the General Office.

d. Valley of Rocks Management Group.


Notes of meeting held on the 19th January 2011 sent to members with their agenda.


Meeting Note 2 Goats (b) Trading Standards Councillors enquired if Councillor Mrs Rodway had supplied the Town Clerk with a Photostat of her current records of the goats.  The Town Clerk had not yet received this but he would request this from Councillor Mrs Rodway.


Meeting Note 4 ESA Works (e) Heather Die Back Members enquired if this was being caused by beetle infestation but the Town Clerk was unable to confirm this.  The question of swaling was then discussed and Councillor Gurney explained the logistics of this.


Vice Chairman of Group The Town Clerk confirmed that this matter would be placed on the agenda for the next meeting of Estates & Amenities Committee.

e. Planning Decisions

i.
Ref: 62/41/10/026 Land north of Lee Road, Lynton

Proposed erection of 3 no 2 bedroom local affordable dwellings.

WITHDRAWN

ii. Ref: 62/41/10/032 Kibsworthy Farm, Barbrook, Lynton


Proposed agricultural building (337.2m2) (Full)


CONDITIONAL PERMISSION GRANTED

iii. Ref: 62/41/10/033 – 2 Station Cottages, Station Hill, Lynton


Proposed first floor extension 36.27m2) (Householder)


CONDITIONAL PERMISSION GRANTED

iv. Ref: 62/41/10/034 Woodside/Barbrook Post Office & Stores, Barbrook, Lynton


Proposed change of use of shop to become part of existing dwelling, to include replacement of shop front extension and new garden porch.  Re-submission of withdrawn application 62/41/10/22 (Full).

CONDITIONAL PERMISSION GRANTED

302/10
MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION

b. Town Hall – Proposals from the Lions for removable bar 

Councillor Parker explained that the Lions wanted to put a 10’ work top with a supporting leg, in the alcove resting on the arches, this work top to be removable.  They also would be painting the old bar.  Members discussed this matter and it was

RECOMMENDED

Approval for a de-mountable bar be granted provided no damage was caused to existing woodwork by either the de-mountable bar or the supporting leg.
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c. Exmoor National Park – Tree Work in Clooneavin Woods, 

Members had been sent a copy of a letter from Exmoor National Park Authority explaining that the tree preservation order in this area had ceased.  Members discussed their concerns at the condition of works done in this area and it was

RECOMMENDED

The Town Clerk arrange a meeting between Councillors D Bishop, B Peacock and the Exmoor National Park Conservation Officer (Robin Offer) to discuss the best way forward.

d. Request from Rock House for key to lockable barrier on Manor Grounds (referred from Full Council 24/02/11)


Members discussed the implications of this request and it was


RECOMMENDED


A key be made given to Rock House for the lockable barrier for deliveries and refuse collections only.  Should non commercial or private vehicles use this facility, the key would be withdrawn.

e. Request for handrail, Grattons Drive Allotments (referred from Full Council 24/02/11)

The Town Council’s foreman had looked at this request and felt a hand rail could be installed at very little cost, therefore it was

RECOMMENDED

A hand rail be installed for the use of the allotment holders at Grattons Drive.

f. Decision Register

· Holman Park – As is, but Councillor Bishop expressed his concern at children playing in the park over weekends and evening and chasing balls into the road.  Councillor Bowden felt there was very little that could be done about this but she would speak to the local police.  She also briefly explained the problems now being experienced in the Youth Service due to budget costs.
· Replacement Trees – Work had commenced and some planting had been done.  In particular thanks were expressed to the Outside Works Foreman and his team for work they had done in clearing a visibility area at Snowball.
· Hydro electric Project – A meeting to be held with Riparian owners.
· Town Hall – Maintenance Work Schedule done.
· Manor Grounds lockable barrier – matter now dealt with therefore this item to be removed from the decision register.
g. Town Clerks Report and Questions to the Town Clerk

1.
The leaflets prior to the Annual meeting of the Parish had been printed and were being delivered.  Several members had not yet received theirs, the Town Clerk to chase the Post office.

2.
Toilet rolls etc had been ordered in readiness for taking over the cleaning of toilets on 1 April 2011.

3. Local bus company TW Coaches were being taken over by Filers and concessionary bus tickets could be used on the 8.43 bus.  Members were very pleased at this news and it was

RECOMMENDED

The Town Clerk write to Filers congratulating them on gaining the contract and requesting that they consider negotiating with Devon County Council for their bus to call at Lynmouth especially the 11am bus.
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4. Exmoor Federation of local Schools had requested the use of the Town Hall forecourt for a children’s party on 29th April 2011 from 4pm to 6pm, they had also requested the use of tables and chairs.  Members discussed this request and it was
RECOMMENDED

Exmoor Federation of local Schools be given permission to use the Town Hall Forecourt for a children’s party on 29th April 2011 together with the use of tables only.  Should the weather be inclement, they should be given permission to use the main hall.

5. Lynbridge Car Park (the Town Clerk requested that this be treated as a confidential item)

Questions to the Town Clerk

1. Councillor Hibbert had received notification of a flood emergency exercise and asked the Town Clerk if he had received any such notification.  He confirmed that he had not received any notification of the exercise.

2. A section of wall on the Clooneavin Footpath had fallen down, the town Clerk to ask the outside works foreman to look at this.

3. Cracks were appearing by the Rhenish tower and on the slipway, the Town Clerk and outside works foreman to look at this and the matter to be put on the agenda for Policy & Finance Committee.

4. Roller Shutter, putting hut.  The Town Clerk was awaiting a price.

5. One putting green would be opened on the 1 April and the Town Clerk confirmed that the mats were being ordered.

6. Councillor Hibbert  to see to the removal of the marquee in the look out shelter

7. In answer to a query concerning the Pavilion the Town Clerk confirmed that he was waiting to hear from Exmoor National Park with regard to an open day.

8. A request was received for the white lines to be re-painting on the Town Hall steps and also a white line painted where the steps join the pavement.

303/10
MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS

a.
Planning

Councillor Mrs S Hibbert reminded members that as in all planning matters should she obtain additional information on applications when attending Exmoor National Park Planning Committee this may necessitate her changing her views. 

1.
Ref: 62/41/11/005 – 33 Castle Heights, Lynton

Proposed insertion of roof lights and window.

Councillor T Parker declared a prejudicial interest in this application as he drew the plans.   He left the room and did not take any part in the debate or vote thereon


RESOLVED

To recommend approval

2. Ref:62/41/11/006 – Costain Villas, Lynton

Proposed demolition of existing commercial units, redundant public toilets and 1 no. one bedroomed flat together with the erection of 2 no. lock up commercial units, 4 no. local affordable living accommodation units and associated parking.


RESOLVED


To recommend refusal on the following grounds:

· Over development and height of proposed site.

· Concern at the size of individual units.

· Circulation of vehicles

· Lack of amenity space

· Not in keeping with the area.
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304/10
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS OF WHICH PRIOR NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN AND WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT

There was none
PART 2

The Chairman moved that

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.

305/10
MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION

g.
Town Clerks Report and Questions to the Town Clerk


5.
Lynbridge Car park

The meeting closed at 8.10pm




Chairman
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[image: image2.png]The Positive Development Trust (PDT) would like to build three affordable homes on the site at
Station Road. We seek an in principal agreement from the Council to make initial investigations
and report back in 2/3 weeks.

The position at the moment is:

- the development would comprise 2 3-bed detached houses and 1 3-bed live-work house

all to be local needs affordable housing, controlled by legal agreement
+ initial, favourable discussions have been held with Exmoor National Park Authority (ENPA)
* aninitial viability assessment is favourable (and grant assistance may be forthcoming)

* both the most recent Local Needs Survey and PDT's assessment of Lynton's needs (using
a forthcoming Homes & Communities Agency tool) indicate a clear need for affordable
family homes, which these are.

Before a further meeting we would:
« draw up detailed plans for the scheme
+ consult ENPA's biodiversity / heritage officers
* consult Devon County Council highways officers regarding access
« complete a full viability assessment
* draw up full details for qualification, nomination and affordability.

Itis hoped that at this further meeting PDT might secure firm approval to take the scheme forward,
based on a more detailed discussion.

PDT is a not-for-profit, asset-locked Development Trust set up by a group of experienced
professionals from Devon and Somerset to build and manage the sustainable developments which
smaller rural communities need. We are an ‘action not words' organisation — our work will speak
for us. Between us we have many decades of experience of rural planning , design and
development. community development, project management and rural housing which is pooled for
the benefit of the Trust.

James Shorten and John Gower are the founders of PDT. James (a local resident) can't make the
meeting as he's in London meeting with the Homes & Communities Agency and Department of
Communities & Local Government concerning planning for affordable housing in smaller
settlements, but will attend next time.




LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE POLICY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, LYNTON ON WEDNESDAY 16TH MARCH 2011 AT 6.30PM

Present:
Councillors
B Howells

(Chairman)

T Parker

(Vice Chairman)

D Bishop




Mrs C G Bowden

J Frankish

Mrs S Hibbert

Mrs J Mills

B J Peacock

K Troup

Officers:
Town Clerk and Town Council Secretary
Apologies: 
Apologies were received from Councillors D George, J Gurney and Mrs E Rodway.

306/10
MINUTES
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on the 15th February 2011, a copy of which had been previously circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.  

307/10
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

a.  Village Green – Spring 2011

Available for members in the general office.

b. Lyn Valley Society – offer of contribution towards repairing/replacing Town Hall Windows.

A letter had been received from the Lyn Valley Society offering to make a contribution of £10,000 towards the repair/replacement of certain windows within the Town Hall.

RECOMMENDED

The Town Clerk to bring the letter from Lyn Valley Society offering to make a contribution of £10,000 towards the repair/replacement of certain windows within the Town Hall to full Council.

c. Defra’s Consultation on the Governance Arrangements for National Parks

Councillor Hibbert outlined the proposed procedures and explained to members that she would come back to full Council with the final decisions.

d. Planning Decisions
None
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308/10
MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION
a. Rock House Rent -  the Chairman moved that this be treated as a confidential item.

b. National Trust Membership Recruiter Project 

A copy of a letter requesting permission to recruit membership to the National Trust in strategic places in Lynmouth and the Valley of Rocks had been sent to members with their agenda.  Members discussed the various positions suggested and it was 

RECOMMENDED

1. Councillors would have no objection to the site proposed in the Valley of Rocks.

2. The area by the Rising Sun Hotel to be used in Lynmouth.

3. Usual car park charges to apply to the National Trust Membership Recruiter.

c. North Devon Homes, purchase of ex Council homes etc. (referred from full Council 24/02/11)

A letter had been sent to North Devon Homes but no reply received to date.

d. Putting Green – Tee Off mats

The Town Clerk had obtained samples but was still looking into the matter.

e. Decision Register

As sent to members with their agenda, the following amendments to be made:

· Town Council Terrier – It was noted that the Lime Kilns now belonged to Exmoor National Park and members were concerned that they had not been consulted with regard to this transfer.  It was
RECOMMENDED

The Town Clerk write to North Devon Council stating that Councillors were surprised to hear from the Cliff Railway Company that the Lime Kilns had passed to Exmoor National Park.

· Handrail outside TIC – The Town Clerk was awaiting the certificate from the planning office.  Councillor Parker had this certificate and would pass it on to the Town Clerk.  The concrete work would be done at the same time as the hand rail was installed.
· Emergency Door ties – The Town Clerk to order these using his own credit card.  The question of the Town Council obtaining credit card to be explored further.
· Crockery – Councillor Peacock Exploring this.
· Bar – dealt with at Estates & Amenities. Lions doing temporary solution, but plans need to be prepared for permanent solution.
· Decoration and cleaning of main hall – mezzanine and stairs included, still a small area in the hall to be completed. This item to be amended to read ‘Decoration and Cleaning of Town Hall’ and be itemised under items to be dealt with by Estates & Amenities.
· Major Incident Plan – Town Clerk to prepare outline of proposals.
· Storage of Archive Paperwork – Councillor Mills meeting with Terry Loveless to look through maps etc. Meeting being held with archivist on advice how to store papers etc.
f. Town Clerk’s report and Questions to the Town Clerk

The Town Clerk Reported:

1. A request had been received from the LCDT for a letter of support in relation to ‘Walkers are Welcome’
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RECOMMENDED

A letter of support be sent to LCDT with regard to’ Walkers are Welcome’

2. A laptop had been obtained for the Finance Officer, the Finance Officer’s computer was now used by the Town Clerk whose old computer was now surplus to requirements. The Town Clerk expressed his interest to purchase this at a cost equivalent to those being sold on ebay.

RECOMMENDED

     That this be approved 

3. A quotation of £850 had been received for the new shutter and shutter maintenance work required at the Putting Hut.

4. An email had been received with regard to the BBC seeking a seaside resort for a history programme.  Members discussed various sites for this programme and it was

RECOMMENDED

The Town Clerk respond suggesting possible sites such as the Town Hall; Health Centre Project; The pavilion; Holman Park, Food Festival and Poets Corner etc.

Questions to the Town Clerk.

1. The Town Clerk was informed that the bank was collapsing into the road from the Valley of Rocks Allotments, he undertook to get this looked at.

2. The current occupiers of the Bridge Inn had requested a letter of support to help their cause for remaining at the property.  Members discussed the various implications and the fact that the occupiers had been helpful in allowing vehicles through their property to instigate repairs to Lynbridge Car Park and it was

RECOMMENDED

The Town Clerk write to the occupiers of the Bridge Inn thanking them for their help with regard to allowing vehicles access to Lynbridge Car park and wishing them well in their endeavours to remain in the property.

3. Lyndown Skip – it was reported that Lyndown Skip would only be opening one day per quarter for the next year commencing on May 7th.  Members were dismayed at this news but were informed that this was the only rural skip remaining open.

4. The wall along Westaway was coming down – Town Clerk to chase Highways.

5. In answer to a query concerning opening the Manor over Easter, the Town Clerk confirmed that the Manor would be opened for parking.  Members discussed the logistics of collecting money and parking cars and the Town Clerk was confident this could be done by the putting hut attendants.  

RECOMMENDED

i. Manor Grounds be opened for car parking over Easter.

ii. Signs erected stating that tickets must be displayed and are available from the Putting Hut.

iii. Policy statement to be brought back to Council after Easter.

6. A foul smell emanating from the sewage works and the Cliff Railway was reported.  The Town Clerk undertook to contact south West Water immediately.
309/10
MATTERS REFERRED FROM ESTATES AND AMENITIES
a. Harbour repairs

A meeting was to beheld with Devon County Council engineers concerning repairs needed to the harbour.

b. Lynbridge Car Park – quotations  the Chairman moved that this be treated as a confidential item.
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310/10
MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS

a. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS


For February 2011


The Financial Statement for February 2011 was tabled and after discussion on the details of the report it was


RESOLVED:


That the financial statement, as attached to the signed copy of the minutes be approved.

b. SEASONAL UNDERTAKINGS

The statement of income for February 2011 was tabled and it was

RESOLVED

That the report be noted and a copy attached to the minutes.

c. CHEQUES


A List of the cheques was tabled for member’s consideration.


RESOLVED:


That the action of the Councillors in signing the cheques in accordance with the list circulated, be approved and the cheques be passed for payment.
d. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Councillor Mrs S Hibbert reminded members that as in all planning matters should she obtain additional information on applications when attending Exmoor National Park Planning Committee this may necessitate her changing her views
1.
Ref: 62/41/1/045 The Stables,  Stable Mews, Lee Road, Lynton


Proposed conversion of barn to form 1 no 4 bed dwelling together with the re-building of former barn to form a triple garage. As per amended plans.


RESOLVED

To recommend approval but to reiterate the Councils concerns with regard to the need for a virtual pavement.
e.
RENTAL INCOME - The chairman moved this be treated as a confidential item.

311/10
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS OF WHICH PRIOR NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN AND WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT

a.
Blacklands Cottage - The chairman moved this be treated as a confidential item.

PART 2

The Chairman  moved that

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.

312/10
MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS

e.
Rental Income
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313/10
MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION
a.
Rock House Rent 
314/10
MATTERS REFERRED FROM ESTATES AND AMENITIES
b. Lynbridge Car Park – quotations  
315/10
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS OF WHICH PRIOR NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN AND WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT

a.
Blacklands Cottage

The meeting closed at 8.10pm



Chairman
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[image: image3.png]LYNTON & LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCIAL STATEMENT - FEBRUARY 2011

Cash Balance 31st January 2010 £417,980.70
Receipts
Bank Interest 506.60
Car Park Takings 7,065.70
Town Hall Hire 970.00
Car Park Season Tickets 5,199.00
TIC Car Park Ticket Sales (2010/11) 4,329.15
Miscellaneous Rents 8,977.60
Reimbursement NDC (Toilet Locking) 2,946.90
Miscellaneous 80.85
Total Receipts 30,075.80
Pavments
February Payments (Cheques 7455 to 7479) 37,824.33
February Salaries (net) 8,498.33
BT - Direct Debit 243.26
Total Fina Elf- Direct Debit 286.52
Bank Charges 15.84
Petty Cash payments 54.94
VAT 3,527.19
Total Payments 50,450.41
Closing Cash Balance 28th February 2011 £397,606.09
Bank Reconciliation
Balance as per Bank Statements
Current Account 86,948.86
Premier Interest 60,591.19
Short Term Investment - Maturing 09/08/2011 50,000.00
Short Term Investment - Maturing 09/05/2011 50,000.00
Short Term Investment - Maturing 29/04/2011 50.,000.00
Short Term Investment - Maturing 18/04/2011 100,000.00

397,540.05
Add receipts not banked 0.00
Less unpresented cheques (45.16)
Bank Balance 397,494.89
Manor Floats 0.00
Petty Cash 111.20

£397,606.09

N.B. the closing cash balance includes committed funds and other liabilities

This is a control document required for audit purposes and does not indicate the amount of money the
Town and District Councils have available for capital schemes as it takes no account of liabilities (creditors)
and assets (debtors) and other budgetted income and expenditure. That information is contained in the

. T} ., 5




[image: image4.png]LYNTON & LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

STATEMENT OF SEASONAL UNDERTAKINGS

Feb Feb
2010 2011
£ £
585 858
662 753
1,142 1,615
1,225 1,409
283 329
470 327
4,367 5,290

0 0
0 2,308
9 1,341
0 30
9 3,679
574 598
0 0
0 86
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
NOTES

INCOME - FEBRUARY 2011

Agency Car Parks
Cross Street
Bottom Meadow
Esplanade

Lower Lyndale
Upper Lyndale
Watersmeet

Actual Total 2009/10 & Target 2010/11

Season Tickets
Annual
Weekly

Four Day

24 Hour

Total

Actual Total 2009/10 & Target 2010/11
Town Car Park

Valley of Rocks
Manor Foreshore

Actual Total 2009/10 & Target 2010/11

Exmoor National Park
Picnic Area

Manor Putting Green
Ice Cream

Soft Drinks etc.
Tennis

Putting

Actual Total 2009/10 & Target 2010/11

1. All income shown net of VAT

2. Annual season tickets sold in March are included in the following year's accounts

3. Ice cream and soft drinks shown as gross sales
< 1N41a A ] INNOO DA A 21010

A £ Ter An

Cumulative Income

Y%

2009/10  2010/11 Variance
£ £
39,776 37,136 -7
43,167 42,364 -2
72,537 66,464 -8
33,381 32,239 -3
20,529 20,037 -2
22.868 21,632 -5
232,258 219,872 -5
243,819 240,000 -2
8,283 8,492 +3
3,882 3,057 221
17,220 19,026 +10
3,256 2,675 -18
32,641 33,250 +2
36,128 32,500 -10
19,695 19,135 -3
7,813 5,316 -32
20,623 21,000 +2
4816 6,105 +27
12142 12503 +3
1981 2001 +1
972 842 -13
25,245 23,859 -5
40,340 39,205 -3
40,340 40,000 -1




LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, LYNTON ON WEDNESDAY 16TH MARCH 2011 ON RISING FROM POLICY & FINANCE COMMITTEE

Present:



Councillors


Mrs C G Bowden

(Mayor)

Mrs S Hibbert


(Deputy Mayor)

D Bishop

J Frankish

B J Howells

Mrs J Mills

T Parker


B J Peacock

K Troup

Officers: 
Town Clerk and Town Council Secretary

Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillors  D George, J Gurney and Mrs E Rodway

PART 2

The Chairman  moved that

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.

316/10
MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION

a. Transfer of Agency Employees (update)

b. Seasonal Staffing Arrangements for 2011

c. Short listing of applicants for Car Park Warden and Car Park Attendant.

The meeting closed at  8.25 pm




Chairman
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