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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE TOWN HALL, LYNTON ON THURSDAY 28TH APRIL 2011 AT 2.30PM

PRESENT:
Councillors:

Mrs C G Bowden

(Mayor)

Mrs S Hibbert


(Deputy Mayor)

D Bishop

J Gurney

B J Howells

Mrs J Mills

T Parker

B J Peacock

Mrs E Rodway

Officers:
Town Clerk and Town Council Secretary

Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillors J Frankish, D George, K Troup and the Police. 

Before the meeting commenced the Mayor welcomed members of the public and Mr Tim Braund from Exmoor National Park.

The meeting opened with prayers led by the Mayor Councillor Mrs C Bowden.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Prior to the commencement of the formal Council Meeting, the meeting was adjourned to enable members of the general public to ask questions of the Council. There were no questions and the Mayor reconvened the meeting.

The Mayor then introduced Mr Tim Braund from Exmoor National Park who was attending the meeting to inform members of the progress with regard to the Pavilion Project in Lynmouth.  Mr Braund thanked the Mayor and Councillors for inviting him to attend and went on to update members on the present position.  He reminded them that the site had been acquired in August 2010 and the plans were for a ground floor conventional information centre with an audio visual area.  To the rear it was envisaged there would be a staff welfare area together with office areas and possibly a drop in centre for North Devon Council/Devon County Council employees and a video conference area.  Upstairs was to be a flexible exhibition area but as it was envisaged there would be a 30% cut in budget it may be that more commercial use would have to be made of this area.  He stressed that all work done would be respectful of the existing building and informed members that a public consultation event was to take place on the 18th May in the Jubilee Room of the Town Hall when he invited members to attend.  He then answered questions concerning:

· The Lime Kilns – He confirmed that that these would be separate from the Pavilion Project and that at the present time, there were no plans to link these with the adjacent business.
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· He confirmed that Exmoor National Park would be keen to keep the façade the same if possible but this would be dependant on a full survey.

· It was hoped to have some facilities open by the end of 2012 with a brand new operating centre open for Easter 2013.  Work to start possibly November/December 2011.

· They would endeavour to keep disruption to a minimum especially during the summer season but some disruption would be inevitable.

· He confirmed that whatever went upstairs in the Pavilion would compliment and not conflict with local businesses, and local outlets and businesses would be offered some franchise but not all.

· WiFi access to visitors would be looked into together with a mixture of old and new technology.

· It was envisaged that there would be something in this building to occupy visitors should the weather be inclement and with this in mind travelling exhibitions would be encouraged to participate.

The Mayor thanked Mr Braund for coming and explaining the proposals to members and invited him to come again at a later date.

351/10
NOMINATION OF MAYOR ELECT

Due to local elections it was

RESOLVED

The election of Mayor Elect be deferred until the first meeting of Council on Tuesday 10th May 2011 at 6.30pm.

352/10 
MINUTES

RESOLVED
The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 31st March 2011, copies of which had been previously circulated be confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

353/10 
MATTERS ARISING FROM COUNCIL MINUTES
Minute 320/10 Date for first meeting following elections Councillor Gurney apologised that he would be unable to attend this meeting due to an unavoidable prior commitment.

Minute 321/10 Communications (3) letter of complaint regarding goat intrusion. It was reported that the fence and gate on South Cliff needed repairing although the fence did not belong to the Council.  The Town Clerk informed members that an inspection of all areas of the Valley was due to take place on the 16th May when this area would be inspected.

354/10
POLICE REPORT

Apologies had been received from the Police Representative and their report was tabled, a copy of which is attached to these minutes.

A Councillor informed the meeting that the Estates Department of the Police Authority were reluctant to sign up for the tenancy of a space in the new Health Centre when the current police offices would no longer be available.  Members discussed the implications of this information and the possibility that it would create a reduction in the police presence for the area, it was pointed out that Lynton & Lynmouth was a very remote area and needed a strong police presence.  After discussion it was

RESOLVED

The Mayor should write a strong letter to the Chief Constable of Devon & Cornwall constabulary expressing the concerns of the Council.
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355/10 
COMMUNICATIONS

1. The Town Clerk had received a copy of the Tree Preservation Order relating to Clooneavin and North Walk and informed members this would go through the normal meeting cycle.

2. An invitation to the licensing of Reverend Yvonne Yates on 9th May, 7.30pm at Berrynarbor was extended to members and Devon County Councillor Mrs Davis extended an invitation to members to travel in her car if this would be of benefit.  Any members interested to contact Devon County Councillor Davis.

3. A letter had been received from the organisers of the Regis Classic Car Tour thanking Councillors and Staff for all their help during their tour.

4. A letter had been received from Shearings with an offer of assistance

356/10 
OUTSTANDING BUSINESS

There was none

357/10 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
RESOLVED:

That the open reports of the following committees, having being circulated, be received and noted and the recommendations contained therein adopted, subject to any matters annotated.


Special Council Meeting






7th April 2011

Minutes 336/10 – 338/10

Minute 336/10 Presentation by Positive Development Trust on land at Station Hill, Lynton. Members were reminded that it had been agreed to make a firm decision concerning the possible development of land at Station Hill at this meeting.  Some Councillors were concerned that the land was classed as Allotments but members were reminded that what was required from this meeting was an ‘in principal decision’.  It was

RESOLVED
1. The Council agree in principal to further investigations and would support a planning application submitted to Exmoor National Park.

2. Councillors Mrs C Bowden and T Parker to work alongside the PDT to resolve any problems as they may arise.

Estates & Amenities Committee


   

13th April 2011
Minutes 339/10 – 343/10
Minute 343/10 Any Other Business of which prior notice has been given and which the Chairman considers to be urgent (1) goats referred from Special Council. Councillor Rodway requested that this item be amended to record the fact that funding was available from Exmoor National Park in the sum of £2,500 provided a programme of supervision, care and a proper management plan was set up. The Town Clerk confirmed that he had received the grant application form and would send a completed copy of same to Councillor Rodway before submitting it to the Exmoor National Park.  

Minute 343/10 Any Other Business of which prior notice has been given and which the chairman considers to be urgent (1) goats referred from Special Council. Recommendation (iv) Movement Records. Movement records had been discussed at the Valley of Rocks Management Group meeting and the Town Clerk felt conflicting advice had been given from the various authorities dealing with these.  It was

RESOLVED

The Town clerk to arrange a meeting between Trading Standards, DEFRA, Councillors Mrs E Rodway and J Gurney and the Town Clerk to clarify the position.
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Policy & Finance Committee 



   
 
20th April 2011

Minutes 344/10 – 350/10
Minute 346/10 Matters for Recommendation (a) North Devon Biosphere Community Clean-up Councillor Hibbert had received the papers concerning this but felt it covered the Tarka Trail more than our area.  However she undertook to contact Exmoor National Park and arrange a beach clean up.

Minute 346/10 Matters for Recommendation c) North Devon Homes, purchase of ex Council homes etc.  Members queried why it was only the Town Clerk to meet with David Wyborn of Exmoor National Park and a representative from North Devon Homes and it was

RESOLVED

Councillors Mrs C Bowden and B Peacock join the meeting David Wyborn of Exmoor National Park, a representative from North Devon Homes and the Town Clerk.
Minute 346/10 Matters for Recommendation (e) Decision Register – Crockery Councillor Mills confirmed that she had purchased the two storage boxes
Minute 346/10 Matters for Recommendation (e) Decision Register – Storage of Archive Paperwork Councillor Mills informed the meeting that following the discovery of the old poster in the archive paperwork which turned out the have a value, she had broken her ankle and therefore had not progressed the matter.  However, Mr T Prosser had offered to finance the printing of post cards with the scene of the poster.
Minute 346/10 Matters for Recommendation (f) Report of the Town Clerk and Questions to the Town Clerk, question 10 Councillor Parker confirmed that he would be meeting with Peter Mold after the local elections.

Minute 347/10 Matters referred from Estates & Amenities (a) Harbour Breakwaters, Groynes, Rhenish Tower Councillor Howells reminded members that Councillor Gurney had offered to provide the 6 posts required and it was

RESOLVED

The recommendation to read ‘The Town Clerk investigate the costings for the reinstatement of the Groynes, the work to be done in house’.

358/10
REPORTS FROM OTHER COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
There were none

359/10 
 MOTIONS
There were no motions.

360/10  
QUESTIONS
There were no questions.
361 /10   
NORTH DEVON COUNCIL

As I come to the end of my four years as a District Councillor I have very mixed feelings about not standing for re-election.  It has been an amazing experience and I have learnt so much but my personal life has been difficult and I now need to address the many changes the loss of my husband Jim has meant to me.  My other main reasons for not standing again are both my age and the feeling that as, a district councillor, I spend so much time away from Lynton and Lynmouth I cannot possibly give the communities, I really care about, the attention they deserve.  I look forward to the challenges of the next four years when I hope Lynton and Lynmouth Town Council will be able to prove they are a responsible and dependable body that can manage their own affairs to the advantage of the whole community. 
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I am pleased my position has allowed me to support our communities either with Community Councillor Grants or just with general time and support through the NDC Executive. It has been good to write letters and speak on behalf of the communities making bids for other grants throughout the ward.

I have been able to support Barbrook, Brendon, Lynbridge, Lynton and Lynmouth in many different ways but the most notable are:  

The Barbrook community have benefited from my community grant for the renovation of the public toilets and my support with correspondence to help acquire other grants.  We managed to find a little more money to paint the railings of the Flood Memorial Gardens.

Brendon Village Hall Committee needed to refurbish the Ladies toilets so the Community Councillor Grant came in handy once again and then we managed to get another grant for the Gents!  

Lynbridge residents were mortified by the closure of the car park and I was pleased that with the Mayor at the time, Bernard Peacock, we were able to meet and start to support negotiations for grants with North Devon+ and NDC Executive. As it has worked out LLTC have managed to take on this project and the true thanks must go to our Council staff who have the ability to cope with such a difficult scheme.

With the wider community in mind my grants supported the publication of “Scenic Exmoor”, the upkeep of Middleham Gardens, the North Devon Car Scheme, Lee Abbey recycling bailing press and Lynton Lynmouth and Barbrook in Bloom.

In future please note the change in my e-mail address but my telephone number remains the same and as a town councillor I look forward to serving this community for a few more years! 

Suzette Hibbert  01598 753587  suzettehibbert@yahoo.co.uk
Questions

In answers to a question, Councillor Hibbert confirmed that rubbish collections would be as normal.

362/10
DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL

As tabled from Andrea Davis, Devon County Councillor Combe Martin Rural. – Cabinet member for Children’s Health and Wellbeing and Member for Exmoor National Park

Local County Councillors to help shape road repair schemes

All Devon County Councillors will be involved in the process to confirm which roads will be repaired using a Government grant. Devon has been awarded just over £9.3 million from the Department for Transport’s £200 million of additional funding to repair roads damaged by the severe winter weather. The DfT grant is expected to be used for permanent repairs rather than ad hoc pothole filling, and schemes will be selected where structural patching or resurfacing will ensure that roads will be more resilient to potholes forming again.
The county’s highways officers should consult with all members to confirm routes in most need of attention, with the aim of allocating the funding across the county. This will not be confined to the main A and B road network, but will also take in more minor roads in rural areas and urban estates. The priority must be to keep the A and B roads in good condition because they carry the heaviest traffic flows and are most important to the local economy. But we can go further, some of this funding will be used for rural roads which need patching, and also urban estate roads, footways, particularly where there are trip hazards, and routes used by cyclists and buses. All of the schemes will be scheduled for completion before the end of March 2012, and details of the work will be published on the County Council’s website before the end of September. The funding is being added to the £7 million already earmarked by Devon County Council to repair potholes. 
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A record 200,000 potholes were fixed on Devon’s roads in 2010 – around five times more than in 2009. Last year the County Council received a £3.6million winter damage grant from Government, which was part of £11 million the council spent on repairing its 8,000 mile network caused by the severe weather of the previous winter. 

Job Seekers Allowance falls for the first time in six months

The number of people in Devon claiming Job Seekers Allowance (JSA) has fallen for the first time in six months. The claimant count across the county has fallen from 10,159 in February to 9,988 people in March, a 2% decrease month on month, following the national trend. Devon’s claimant count has declined faster than the national rate of 1% which is encouraging, but it is too early to tell whether this is an indication of the level of businesses confidence and the ability of firms to recruit. The same trend was seen last year, however between February and March 2010 claimant count fell at a faster rate of 4% (from 10,766 to 10,328 claimants). The working age population in receipt of JSA remains the same at 2.2%. 

Job Reductions in Devon County Council

Devon county Council in line with others around the country is reducing the number of people it employs to address the reduction in funding we receive from central government. we have been working to is a maximum of a further 900 over the next  two years.  That comes on top of 800 plus posts shed through natural wastage over the past 15 months.  In addition there may be a transfer of jobs to joint ventures/private sector/voluntary sector in line with the Government's expectations of public service reform. Some of these are already in train e.g. Learning Development Partnership (professional education services) circa 600 posts and school catering and cleaning circa 550 posts. Important to stress that it won't be 900 redundancies as a significant proportion of the future job losses will also come through 'natural wastage'.

Broadband Bid

Devon County Council has joined forces with Somerset County Council to make a substantial bid to win Government funding for super fast broadband for the two counties.

The Government has given Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK) a £530 million fund to help with the rollout of superfast broadband across locations that will not be served through investment by the private sector. A significant proportion of Devon and Somerset falls within this category, mainly in our rural areas.  Our bid aims to ensure access to significantly faster broadband for every business and community by 2015 and to deliver this at a fair price through an open network. In addition, faster broadband will support economic growth and create more and better jobs, and transform access to services for rural communities, which is vital for a prosperous future for Devon. The result of the bidding process is expected by the end of May.

County Councillor Davis ended her report by thanking everyone for being so kind to her over the past years, she sent good wishes to both retiring and new members of the Council and looked forward to seeing members again in June as she would be unable to attend the May meeting.

Questions

1. She was unable to report any progress on the sale of old People’s Homes and knew of no bids having been received.

2. Contribution for request for sitting-in service – she had passed this to County Councillor Barker who was to respond.
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3. Members of the working party set up to decided on which street lights should stay on and which should be turned off asked if there was any further development.  County Councillor Davis said no progress had been made at this stage.

4. Queen Street.  Members complained that this was looking like a building site and County Councillor explained that she had worked very hard on this project and was not happy that traders had not been consulted.  However the area still needed a top surface which was to be done 9th and 10th May.

5. It had been suggested that a statue be placed in the Pig Hill area together with small trees etc.  The Mayor had consulted with Mr Fry to come up with some proposals for a sculpture.

6. South West Highways were seen steam cleaning and pressure washing pavements in other areas of Devon – County Councillor Davis to look into this.

7. A report of bricks standing proud of the pavement was reported in Lynmouth Street.

363/10  
REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TRUST REPRESENTATIVE

As presented by Councillor Mrs S Hibbert, chair of LCDT

Further to my report last month the consultants “Renewable Power” delivered a review of the construction costs for the East Lyn Hydro Project to Directors of the Trust and members of the Steering Group.  There was nothing in this review to give those present any confidence that this project may be viable.  Iain Beath however offered, at no extra expense to the Trust, to obtain two more quotes for the costs in question and he will return with a report on this on May 31st.

Yesterday I received a letter from North Devon Council telling the Trust LLTC will be our first point of contact in future as far as the Market Hall is concerned.  They finish by saying they hope you will provide us with a satisfactory service!

During the month you may have seen in “The Journal” that we have a visiting stag in Middleham Gardens.  Tim Prosser has kindly provided the funds for this willow sculpture, by artist Amanda Raynor, in the hope it will generate interest and donations to the memorial gardens. Our thanks go to Tim and Amanda for this welcome addition to the area.

Our projects, which aim to promote Lynton and Lynmouth, the Exmoor Food Festival in October and the Walkers are Welcome Accreditation project are moving forward steadily.

Questions

There were none

364/10
 REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK
The Town Clerk reported:

1. The Town Hall Supervisor, Rod Pye, as home from hospital and hoped to be back a work soon.

2. He reported that works to Lynbridge were moving apace.

3. The responsibility for toilet cleaning and street cleaning was working and a good standard was being achieved.  The street cleaner had cleaned Poets Corner and had done a good job.

4. Quotations for the windows had been received and it was

RESOLVED

This should be treated as a confidential item.

5. The Town Clerk asked members for their instructions with regard to future meetings and it was

RESOLVED

A special meeting of the Council be held on Tuesday 10th May at 6.30pm following by a meeting of the Estates & Amenities Committee.
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Questions to the Town Clerk

1. He confirmed that he had contacted Exmoor National Park enforcement Office with regard to the A board but this gentleman was on holiday and would be contacted o his return.

2. He confirmed that a letter had been sent to the owners of the Tanmoy Restaurant reference the pavement outside their property but no reply had as yet been received.

3. He confirmed that the water sprinklers would be used on the Manor Putting Greens when required.

4. Lights on the Manor not working properly, this had been reported and was being attended to.

5. He reiterated that he would liaise with Councillor Rodway regarding the Exmoor National Park Grant of £2,500 before the application was submitted.

6. The First Aid box in the putting hut needed replenishing, the Town Clerk was unaware of this as it had not been reported to him and Councillor Hibbert undertook to replenish same.

7. Memorial Hall Toilet – ladies sign at back illegible.

8. Lynmouth Hill TPO – not been reinstated, the Town Clerk to chase.

365/10  
REPORTS FROM OTHER COUNCILLORS
Lyn Valley Society – Councillor Mills tabled a copy of the minutes of a meeting of the Lyn Valley Society held on the 6 April a copy of which is attached to these minutes.  She informed members that there was a typing error in that the bookshop takings for March were £845 and not £345.00

366/10  
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
Councillor Mrs C Bowden in her capacity of retiring Mayor thanked:

County Councillor Andrea Davis for all her hard work and stated that she felt she did an amazing job.  

Councillor Mrs S Hibbert, her deputy mayor, remarking that she did not how she achieved all the work that she did for the community and was a very committed member of the Council.

She also thanked the Town Clerk, Finance Officer and Town Council Secretary for all their loyalty and hard work together with the outside workforce, town hall supervisor, car park wardens, putting hut attendants etc., for their commitment to their jobs and help and assistance.

Finally she thanked all her fellow Councillors for their support during her year of office, she wished all retiring members a happy retirement and looked forward to working with new members.

PART 2

The Chairman moved that

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.

367/10
CONFIDENTIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Confidential Full Council





31st March 2011

Minute 334/10
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Confidential Special Council




7th April 2011

Minute 338/10

Confidential Policy & Finance                


20th April 2011
Minutes 350/10 – 315/10

368/10
 REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK
Report of the Town Clerk – window quotation

Meeting closed at 4.30 pm.





Chairman
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[image: image1.png]Police report Thursday 28" April 2011
» Police were called to 40 incidents (Lynton and the surrounding parishes) since
the last meeting.
Calls of note for the councillors.
One incident of fake bank notes being passed. Summer coming — business be aware
of all the usual cons.
Several gorse fires in the area (safety issue).
o Reported crime.
13 crimes reported in the area that Lynton police cover.

8 of those crimes were in the town council area, which include:

3 Domestics, Theft of a farm gate, 3 criminal damages (two shop windows, one
wooden bench with umbrella), an attempted burglary to a dwelling (no entry gained).

e Other info.
Had three responses from people interesting in helping the police with community

speed watch (police volunteer programme). Would like more people to consider
helping.




[image: image2.png]THE LYN VALLEY SOCIETY

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 6" April 2011

There were eleven members present and apologies from Ken Sole.

Minutes of the meeting on 2" March Agreed and signed by the Chairman.

Matters Arising. Current situation re the Lift.  Tim said that Tim Parker has
calculated some costs but they are not yet in the public domain and so he can not tell us
the amount. The National Park planning officer still wants the original site as the
preferred option.  Insurance. It has been decided that we remain with the current
provider - Blue Fin - because they offer more variety of cover. The premium is £200.

Chairman’s Report. Christine Bowden has spoken to Tim about the Youth
Group as they need help from a local group to apply for a grant. They need a registered
charity to help with this but we are not a charity and so can’t apply for them. A group of
youngsters organised by Martin (P.C.) are trying to raise funds for play equipment and it
was agreed that they can come and talk to us about this. Tim will also ask the Youth
Group to come to a meeting and give a presentation of what they require.

Lorna Doone Records. (Used in the Titibits Exhibition). Tim has asked the L.S.O.
who made the original recording whether they wished to have them but they are not
interested. He will try to sell them on E- Bay.

Secretary’s Report. Grace has confirmed our space(s) for the Fun Day in May.
Following a discussion it was agreed that as well as the coconut shy we will have another
“competition” type game (instead of a stall) possibly using the basketball posts. There is
no further correspondence.

Treasurer’s Report/Bookshop Report. The bank account balance is £10469 and the
combined Standard Life accounts total £89923. The bookshop takings for March are
£345 and for the current year £8166 (£8042 net). The amount available to distribute is
£2474. There has been a request from the school PTFA for help with the cost of the
Royal Wedding Party and a donation of £100 was agreed. It was also agreed to donate
£250 to Lyn in Bloom. The cinema group have asked if we could possibly donate any
more towards their funds and it was agreed to set aside a further £500 (making £1500 put
aside for them). Jill said that when Rod has prepared the staircase and landings etc for a
wedding or other letting, there needs to be a barrier to stop anyone going upstairs. We
agreed to provide £100 for Rod to make a nice rope barrier in keeping with the building.
Sheila confirmed that the donations from Emily Leith’s funeral totalled £139 which we
will round up to £150 and with the Council’s permission plant a tree in her memory in the
garden near the bookshop entrance.

(continued)




[image: image3.png]Treble Chance. T'here are currently 180 members which may increase as a few
more application forms have been requested.

Other Business, Jill reminded members about the archiving of past documents
found in the Town Hall. Volunteers are needed and an archivist from Barnstaple Library
will help with how to do this. A very old British Rail poster has been found advertising
Lynton and Lynmouth. If this can be restored it may be possible to have copies made -
not necessarily full size - and maybe sell these to rail enthusiasts. The Council will
decide how to deal with this and it was agreed to set aside £200 to cover any expenses
involved in restoring, printing etc.

The list compiled by Tim Prosser, as to why we need a lift in the Town Hall (with
changes suggested by members) will go with Tim Parker’s figures to the Planning
Officer.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.00pm.




LYNTON & LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL (SPECIAL MEETING) HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE TOWN HALL, LYNTON ON TUESDAY 10TH MAY 2011 AT 6.30PM

Present:


Councillors: 

Mrs C G Bowden

J Gurney

Mrs S Hibbert

B Hobbs

B J Howells

T Parker

B J Peacock

I Rigby

Mrs E Rodway

Apologies:

Apologies were received from Councillor D Bishop

Officers:                    
Town Clerk and Town Council Secretary

Also in Attendance:
Devon County Councillor Mrs A Davis (part meeting)

Before the meeting commenced, former Councillor Mrs Jill Mills thanked members for the flowers sent to her after her accident, she went on to explain that due to her accident she had been unable to progress the printing of the poster but hoped to have copies very soon.  

The Mayor Councillor Mrs Christine Bowden thanked Mrs Mills for all her work on behalf of Lynton & Lynmouth and then went on to welcome the new members to the Council namely Councillor Barry Hobbs and Councillor Ian Rigby.

Before commencing the business of the meeting the Mayor reported that a visitor to the area from Cornwall had commented on how clean the roads and toilets were and she asked that this comment be recorded and the workforce informed.

369/10
ELECTION OF MAYOR

It was proposed and seconded that Councillor Mrs S Hibbert be elected to the office of Town Mayor for the ensuing municipal year.  

It was proposed and seconded that Councillor T Parker be elected to the office of Town Mayor for the ensuing municipal year.  

A confidential vote was taken and it was

RESOLVED

Councillor Mr T Parker be elected Town Mayor for the ensuing municipal year, he named  his wife Mrs Dorothy Parker as his consort. 

Before making the Declaration of Office, Councillor Parker thanked Councillors for his appointment and congratulated the outgoing Mayor Councillor Mrs C Bowden for all the work she had done over the past year. 

370/10
ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR

It was proposed and seconded that Councillor D Bishop be elected to the office of Deputy Town Mayor for the ensuing municipal year.  
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It was proposed and seconded that Councillor Mrs S Hibbert be elected to the office of Deputy Town Mayor for the ensuing municipal year.  

A confidential vote was taken and it was

RESOLVED

Councillor Mrs S Hibbert be elected Deputy Town Mayor for the ensuing municipal year. 

Councillor Mrs Hibbert then thanked members for the appointment and made the Declaration of Office.

371/10
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE and completion of Notice of Financial and Other Interests

Members signed the declarations of acceptance of office and completed notice of Financial and Other Interests. In the absence of Councillor Bishop it was

RESOLVED

Councillor Bishop to sign and return his declaration of office and notice of Financial and Other Interests by full Council.

Devon County Councillor Mrs A Davis arrived at this point of the meeting

372/10
CO-OPTION FOR COUNCIL VACANCIES

The Mayor informed members that there were currently two vacancies on the Town Council for Councillors and went on to explain that due to an error in the submitting his application papers Dr J Frankish had been  unable to be considered for re-election.  After discussion it was

RESOLVED

1. Dr J Frankish be co-opted onto the Council.

2. Posters advertising the position of Town Councillor be distributed around the two villages.

3. Applications for the position of Town Councillor to be received at latest by full Council with a Special Council Meeting to be held as soon as possible thereafter to interview applicants.

373/10
MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT TRAINING DAY

Friday 27th May 2011 at 10am at the Civic Centre

The Mayor stressed that it was important for members to attend this training day.

374/10
EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK

Nomination form for Parish Membership of Exmoor National Park Authority.

Nominations were requested for members of the Council to apply to become a Parish Member on the Exmoor National Park Authority.  Councillors Ian Rigby and Suzette Hibbert were proposed and seconded.  It was

RESOLVED

Councillors Ian Rigby and Suzette Hibbert be nominated to apply for the position of Parish member of the Exmoor National Park on behalf of the Town Council.

The Mayor then brought it to members attention that he did not consider it possible to hold any further meetings due to a procedural error.  He stated that as there was no agenda item to appoint Committee Members on this agenda, the Estates & Amenities Committee scheduled to follow this meeting could not take place.  It was noted that it was a resolution of the Council that all Councillors stand on all Committees and concern was expressed as to why this matter had only been raised now.  After discussion on the procedural conduct it was and following advice from the Town Clerk it was
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RESOLVED

1. The Estates & Amenities Committee meeting scheduled to follow this meeting be held but agenda items (1 ) election of Chairman and (2) election of Vice Chairman be deferred.

2. The meeting of Policy & Finance Committee scheduled to be held on the 18th May take place with the Mayor taking the Chair.

The meeting finished at 7.10 pm




Chairman
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LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ESTATES AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE TOWN HALL LYNTON ON TUESDAY THE 10TH MAY 2011 ON RISING FROM THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL.

Present:


Councillors




T Parker

(Mayor)

Mrs S Hibbert

(Deputy Mayor)

Mrs C G Bowden

J Gurney

B Hobbs

B J Howells

B J Peacock

I Rigby

Mrs E Rodway

Officers:


Town Clerk and Town Council Secretary
Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillor D Bishop.

375/10
MINUTES

RESOLVED

That the minutes of the Estates and Amenities Committee held on Wednesday the 13th April 2011, copies of which had been previously circulated, be confirmed as a true and correct record, and signed by the Chairman.

376/10
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

The following items of correspondence and/or reports were noted by committee

a. Junkmail – issue 6

Available for members in the general office

b. The Playing Field – Spring 2011

Available for members in the general office

c. Ilfracombe & District Crime Prevention Panel – Agenda 24th May 2011, minutes of Meeting 19th April 2011.

Available for members in the general office

d. Planning Decisions

None

377/10
MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION

a. North Devon Runners – Doone Run Sunday 25th September 2011


Request for use of Manor to start and finish race and also use of foreshore for parking for race attendees. 


Members discussed this request and it was
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RECOMMENDED


North Devon Runners be given permission to start and finish the race on Manor Grounds together with 5 complimentary car parking permits as I previous years.  All other users of the Manor Foreshore car park to pay in the normal manner.

b. Exmoor National Park – Meeting of Exmoor Consultative & Parish Forum, Tuesday 7 June 2011, 7pm at North Molton Victory Hall. Agenda items requested.

RECOMMENDED

This matter be deferred to Policy & Finance Committee when members will have had time to consider any agenda items.

c. Western Power Distribution – Invitation to stakeholder workshop on future investment plans, followed by luncheon – Exeter 16th May, Bristol 18th May, Cardiff 19th May.

RECOMMENDED


Venues and dates be noted.

d. The Manor House – Request to erect new sign

Members discussed the request from the Manor House to erect a new sign and it was

RECOMMENDED

The Town Clerk to write to the occupiers of the Manor House requesting they send a copy of their proposed wording for members to consider before they give an opinion.

e. Decision Register


As circulated to members with their agenda:

· Holman Park – Project moving forward, a positive meeting had been held with the Solicitors concerning the sale of the Hay Loft.  However, Councillors were very concerned that the Land Registry entry for this area of land was not correct and it was

RECOMMENDED

Councillor Peacock to liaise with the Town Clerk and a letter be sent to North Devon Council asking for a progress report.

· Rhododendron Work – As previously discussed Councillors have been asked to report any new growth to the Town Clerk, this should be easily spotted now as they would be flowering.  The Town Clerk also confirmed that this is one of items that would be looked at when an inspection of the area was made next week.

· Hydro Electric Project – Nothing further to report.

· Old Police Cells – work to commence on this project once Lynbridge had been completed.

· Old Cemetery , Tree sculpture – as reported

· Poets Corner – Mrs Gold was unwell and no further progress had been made at the present time.

· Decoration and cleaning of Town Hall – Town Hall Working Party to meet to prioritise works for the autumn.

f.
Town Clerks Report and Questions to the Town Clerk


The Town Clerk reported:

1. Works to Lynbridge Car Park were progressing well largely thanks to the outside workforce foreman.
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2. A request had been received from the Essex Chapter of the Harley Davison Club to park their bikes in Lower Lyndale Car Park in a coach space subject to making a donation to the Town Council.
RECOMMENDED


The Essex Chapter of the Harley Davison Club be given permission  to park their bikes in Lower Lyndale Car Park in a coach space subject to making a donation to the Town Council.
3. The Vanguard Bid was progressing but the Town Clerk felt other members were required to join the present sub committee of Councillors Mrs C Bowden and T Parker.

RECOMMENDED

Further Councillors be appointed to this sub committee and a copy of all relevant papers be sent to all members with their Policy & finance agenda.

Questions to the Town Clerk:

1. A complaint was received that the Recycling Lorry was dropping rubbish on the road during collection.  The Town Clerk to write a letter of complaint to Greensweep in the strongest possible terms.

2. The Ladies toilet sign outside the Memorial Hall toilet had already been reported as being in bad condition but it was noted that the Gents sign was no better.  Two new signs to be ordered.

3. A mattress/bed in Watersmeet Road had already been reported to Greensweep.

4. The catch on the gate at North Walk needed attention.

5. The sign opposite Bottom Meadow Car Park needed attention – Town Clerk to report same to Highways Department.

6. He confirmed that Tim Mariner was booked to go on his course in July of this year.

378/10
MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS

a.
Planning
3.
Ref: 62/41/11/012 – Lynrock Bridge, East Lyn Valley, Lynmouth


Proposed replacement of a footbridge

Councillor J Gurney declared a prejudicial interest in this application as the bridge was designed by him is his role as National Trust Ranger. He left the room and did not take any part in the debate or vote thereon

RESOLVED

To recommend approval

4.
Ref: GDO 11/07  Woodland at Lynton/Lynmouth Clooneavin Path, Lynton

Prior notification for a proposed agricultural building (55.5m2)


RESOLVED


To recommend refusal as it was considered the scale of works would not warrant a permanent store and would create access tracks through the site.

1. Ref: 62/41/11/010 – Lyn Valley Art & Craft Centre, Old Methodist Church, Lee Road, Lynton


Proposed erection of wrought iron railings to top of existing boundary wall.


Councillor T Parker declared a prejudicial interest in this application as he drew the plans.. He left the room and did not take any part in the debate or vot thereon

Councillor Mrs Hibbert took the Chair for this item


RESOLVED

To recommend approval
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2. Ref: 62/41/11/011LB – Lyn Valley Art & Craft Centre, Old Methodist Church, Lee Road, Lynton


Listed building consent for the proposed erection of wrought iron railings to top of existing boundary wall.

Councillor T Parker declared a prejudicial interest in this application as he drew the plans. He left the room and did not take any part in the debate or vote thereon

Councillor Mrs Hibbert took the Chair for this item

RESOLVED


To recommend approval

379/10
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS OF WHICH PRIOR NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN AND WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT

There was none
The meeting closed at 7.46pm




Chairman
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LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE POLICY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, LYNTON ON WEDNESDAY 18TH MAY 2011 AT 6.30PM

Present:
Councillors
T Parker

(Mayor)

D Bishop




Mrs C G Bowden

Dr J Frankish

J  Gurney

B Hobbs

B J Howells

B J Peacock

I Rigby

Mrs E Rodway

Officers:
Town Clerk, Finance Officer and Town Council Secretary
Apologies: 
Apologies were received from Councillor Mrs S Hibbert

380/10
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

RECOMMENDED

This item to be deferred to Full Council in May

381/10
ELECTION  OF VICE CHAIRMAN
RECOMMENDED

This item to be deferred to Full Council in May

382/10
MINUTES
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on the 20th April 2011, a copy of which had been previously circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.  

383/10
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

a. Lynton & Barnstaple Railway Magazine – Spring 2011

Available for members in the general office

b. Devon Association of Local Councils – Newsletter May/June 2011

Available for members in the general office

c. Devon County Council – Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984


Temporary Prohibition of through traffic Monday 11th July to Friday 15th July 2011 – Sinai Hill, Lynton and Lynmouth from O/S 2 Orchard Place to Lower Flat, 22 Queen Street.


Members were concerned at the proposed road closure during peak holiday time and the effect this closure may have on hoteliers and residents.  It was
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RECOMMENDED


The Town Clerk write and ask for a delay in the works until after half term in the autumn.

d. Planning Decisions

None

384/10
MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION
a. Final Accounts 2010/11and Annual Governance Statement

Draft final accounts for the year ended 31st March 2011 are now almost complete and will be presented to the Council’s meeting on the 26th May for final approval prior to submission to The Audit Commission.  APB Accountants of Ilfracombe have carried out an interim internal audit and will carry out further audit tests on the final accounts
A draft copy of the final accounts for 2010/11 had been circulated to members with their agenda.  The Finance Officer outlined pertinent points and answered questions as he went through same.  Questions were asked regarding insurance values, waste disposal, electricity supplies, the Harbour, Hollerday Hill etc., and it was

RECOMMENDED

1. One waste disposal skip only was required for the Town Hall, the Town Clerk to see to the removal of the second skip.

2. The Finance Officer to look into the increase in electricity charges for the Manor.

3. £5000 to be moved from the Town Hall Refurbishment fund into the General Fund.

4. Valley of Rocks – Programme of works to be placed on the agenda for next meeting of Estates & Amenities.

5. The accounts as presented and subject to the amendments noted, be accepted.

6. A copy of the amended accounts be attached to the signed copy of the full Council minutes.

7. The Accounting Statement be approved.

8. The Annual Governance Statement be approved.

Members recorded a vote of thanks to the Finance Officer Andy Giles for his work in presenting his first full set of accounts.  
Mr A Giles (Finance Officer) left the meeting at this point
b. Tee Off Mats (referred from E&A 13.04.11)
The Town Clerk reported that both he and Councillor Howells had inspected the present Tee Off mats and whilst adequate, there were areas that needed levelling.  After discussion it was

RECOMMENDED

An area around one of the tee off mats be levelled as a trial area before any further works were carried out.  This work to be carried out during the winter programme of works.

c. Decision Register

1. Town Council Terrier – The Town Clerk reported that he had attended a meeting with North Devon Legal Services who had explained that the majority of the work required in connection with Land Registry, could be done in house but would be reliant upon the collective knowledge of Councillors and the Community.  It was
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RECOMMENDED


The Town Clerk register Blacklands Cottage, Hollerday Hill and land at Grattons Drive with Land Registry within 6 months, the remainder of the Town Council property to be reviewed at the end of the year and registered with Land Registry within 2 years.

2. Crockery – Ongoing Councillor Peacock to try and source suitable crockery.

3. Storage of Archive paperwork – Due to Mrs Mills no longer being a Councillor, Councillor Mrs Bowden reported that a meeting had taken place with the archivist who suggested that acid free boxes, tape etc would be needed to properly store articles. Also it had been suggested that work to the cupboard in the Jubilee Room would be needed maintain the correct temperature etc., if possible  but Mrs Mills was making steady progress.  It was


RECOMMENDED


Councillor B Peacock to liaise on this item on behalf of the Council.

4. Christmas Lights etc – The question of Christmas lights etc., to be placed on the agenda for September Estates & Amenities Committee to discuss.

5. North Devon Homes – Meeting to be arranged between representative of North Devon Homes, Exmoor National Park, Councillors Mrs C Bowden, B Peacock and the Town Clerk.

6. Lift – the lift to be placed on the agenda as an Estates & Amenities Committee item.

d. Town Clerk’s report and Questions to the Town Clerk

The Town Clerk reported:

1. An invitation had been received to the launch of the Manor House Retreat (formerly Manor Residential Home).  The Mayor would be attending but Councillor Mrs C Bowden sent her apologies.

2. He reported that we were now two months into the new arrangements for street cleaning and toilet cleaning etc., and requested a personnel meeting be held.  It was


RECOMMENDED


A personnel meeting be held on rising from Estates & Amenities Committee in June.

3. Lynbridge Car Park – It was reported that work was on schedule with regard to Lynbridge Car Park with 6½ of the 8 sections completed.  He paid tribute to the outside workforce for the work they were doing.  Members briefly discussed the allocation of car park spaces and it was


RECOMMENDED


The allocation of parking spaces in Lynbridge Car Park be placed on the agenda for the next meeting of Policy & Finance Committee to consider.

4. An enquiry had been received regarding the possibility of holding a drum workshop in the Jubilee Room.  Members discussed the noise implication of this enquiry and it was


RECOMMENDED


The main hall be offered for the workshop at the same price as the Jubilee Room due to noise levels.

Questions to the Town Clerk:

1. The Clerk confirmed that he had contacted North Devon Homes reference weed growth in Costain Villas car park and had received an acknowledgement.

2. Manor Lights were coming on at 10.20pm – Town Clerk to look into this.
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3. He confirmed that the reduction in street lights was part of a rolling programme but could not confirm when it would affect this area.

4. Councillor Bowden requested that Holman Park Gates be placed on the agenda for the next meeting of Estates & Amenities Committee.

5. Councillor Bowden confirmed that she had spoken to the football club reference signage for parking in the recycling centre on match days and asked the Town Clerk to prepare some temporary laminated signs with the matter being discussed at the next meeting of Estates & Amenities Committee.

6. Councillor Gurney requested a room in the Town Hall to hold surgeries in his   capacity as District Councillor, this matter to be placed on the agenda for the next meeting of Estates & Amenities Committee.

7. The Town Clerk confirmed that although the outside workforce were tied up with Lynbridge Car Park they would not disregard the grass cutting etc. that we required to keep the villages tidy.

8. Roller shutter in the Putting Hut, replacement had been ordered.

9. The spraying of weeds in pavements etc., was discussed and it was pointed out that this should be raised with the County Councillor.

10. Councillor Rodway informed members that a round up of goats would be taking place on either the 2 or 3 June as those were the days the vet could attend.    She requested that the outside workforce  assist in the roundup, fencing would be required and that Colin Bolton would be available but Councillor Gurney stated he would be away although he would try to allocate some of his workforce.  After discussion it was

RECOMMENDED

The roundup of goats take place at 6am on Thursday 2nd June.

The question of storage space for items such as scaffolding, fencing etc., be placed on the agenda for July Estates & Amenities Committee.

11. The Town Clerk reiterated his comments that all grassed areas would be tidy for May Bank holiday.

385/10
MATTERS REFERRED FROM ESTATES AND AMENITIES
a. 
Exmoor National Park – Meeting of Exmoor Consultative & Parish Forum, Tuesday 7 June 2011, 7pm at North Molton victory Hall. 

The Town Clerk requested items for the agenda of this meeting and it was pointed out that Exmoor National Park appear to do very little to advertise themselves in comparison with other National Parks.  Councillor Ian Rigby confirmed that he would be attending this meeting and would put the point across to members and Councillor Gurney confirmed that he also would be attending this meeting and would support councillor Rigby.  It was


RECOMMENDED

· Councillors I Rigby and J Gurney express the Councils concern at the lack of constructive advertising of the National Park.

· The Town Clerk also to write to Exmoor National Park requesting this item be placed on the agenda and expressing the Council’s concerns.

386/10
MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS

a. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS


For April 2011


Due to the preparation of the end of year account, the Financial Statement for April 2011 was unavailable but would be sent to members before full Council.
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b. SEASONAL UNDERTAKINGS


Due to the preparation of the end of year account, the Seasonal Undertakings for April 2011 were unavailable but would be sent to members before full Council.

c. CHEQUES


A List of the cheques was tabled for member’s consideration.


RESOLVED:


That the action of the Councillors in signing the cheques in accordance with the list circulated, be approved and the cheques be passed for payment.
d. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

1.
Ref: 62/41/11/013 – Lee Abbey Fellowship, Lee Abbey, Lynton


Proposed modification to main house together with the erection of replacement buildings to those under extant permission 62/41/98/030 and 62/41/98/031LB to provide accommodation for displaced community bedrooms and offices.

2.
Ref: 62/41/11/014LB – Lee Abbey Fellowship, Lee Abbey, Lynton

Listed building consent for proposed modification to main house together with the erection of replacement buildings to those under extant permission 62/41/98/030 and 62/41/98/031LB to provide accommodation for displaced community bedrooms and offices.

Due to the complexity of the two applications it was

RECOMMENDED

· A meeting be held with the Exmoor National Park Planning Officer on Wednesday 25th June after his surgery at 12 noon when he would explain the application.  

· The applications then to be considered at full council.

· A reminder of this meeting be sent to members with their agenda.

e.
RENTAL INCOME - The chairman moved this be treated as a confidential item.

387/10
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS OF WHICH PRIOR NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN AND WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT


There was none

PART 2

The Chairman  moved that

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.

388/10
MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS

e.
Rental Income

The meeting closed at 8.25pm



Chairman

- 21 -

� EMBED PBrush  ���








_994148171

