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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE TOWN HALL, LYNTON ON THURSDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER 2010 AT 2.30PM

PRESENT:
Councillors:
Mrs C B Bowden
(Mayor)

Mrs S Hibbert

(Deputy Mayor)

D Bishop

D George

J Gurney

Mrs J Mills

T Parker

Mrs E Rodway

K Troup



Officers:
Town Clerk and Town Council Secretary

Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillors Dr J Frankish, B Howells and B Peacock.

Also in Attendance:
County Councillor Mrs A Davis (part meeting)

The meeting opened with prayers led by the Mayor Councillor Mrs C Bowden

Prior to the commencement of the formal Council Meeting, the Mayor introduced Mr Tim Lamerton, Project Worker for the North Devon Access to Services Project.  Although not an agenda item, Mr Lamerton had attended the meeting to make a short presentation on his work and he outlined the background and aims of the project.  

Councillor Gurney arrived at 2.40pm and apologised for being late

Mr Lamerton had brought a number of leaflets which explained access options available to the young, old and disabled and these would be made available for members of the general public in the Town Council offices.  The Mayor thanked Mr Lamerton for his presentation and invited questions from Councillors.  

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Prior to the commencement of the formal Council Meeting, the meeting was  adjourned to enable members of the general public to ask questions of the Council.

Ms Amanda Stubbs thanked everyone who helped in the recent roundup of goats. She had been requested to ask the Council why the local volunteers and the grazier had not been informed that a cull of goats had been carried out and also she had been asked to request the numbers and sex of those animals euthenased.  The Mayor informed Ms Stubbs that a roundup had not taken place and the euthanasia of goats had been carried out by a qualified RSPCA marksman taking account all aspects of health and safety.  The Town Clerk explained that no footpaths had been closed, 6 goats had been removed all of which had previously been identified as being in need of euthanasia. Councillor Gurney reiterated the fact that the marksman was highly trained and would not shoot over public footpaths or roads, he also went on to explain that in order for a public footpath to be closed a notice would have to be served and this would take time which would 
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increase the suffering of the animals whilst a closure order was obtained.  Dr Ridsdale was concerned at the legality of using a hunting rifle on a Village Green and the Town Clerk explained that not all of the area was designated as a Village Green.

The meeting was reconvened.
123/10 
MINUTES

RESOLVED

The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 12th August 2010, copies of which had been previously circulated be confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

124/10 
MATTERS ARISING FROM COUNCIL MINUTES

Minute 091/10 Matters for Information (c) Exmoor National Park – Annual Liaison Meeting 12th October 2010 at 2pm.  Councillor Gurney enquired if a list of agenda items was being prepared and the Town Clerk confirmed this.

With members permission, the Mayor moved agenda item 11 Police report to this point in the meeting.

125/10
POLICE REPORT

PC Martin Beck representing the Police presented his report.  He apologised for being unable to attend the last Council meeting and confirmed that should an officer be unable to attend future meeting PCSO Grace Cleverdon would attend.  He then went on to report the crime figures for August and September which were up on the previous 2 years.  He also reported:

· a meeting had been held with Llama who were still looking at the event for next year

· PC Jefford had finished his two month attachment.

Questions

· A report of someone sleeping rough in the Porch of St Mary’s Church would be attended to.

· In answer to a query with regard to a meeting to be held between the Police, Llama and Council officials, it was explained that a meeting with Council Members would take place once Llama made a decision with regard to the 2011 festival.

The Mayor thanked PC Martin Beck for his report.

With members permission, the Mayor moved agenda item 15 Report and Enquiries of the Devon County Councillor  to this point in the meeting.

126/10   REPORT OF THE DEVON COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Report tabled and presented by Mrs Andrea Davis, Devon County Councillor – Cabinet member for Children’s Health and Wellbeing and Exmoor National Park member
GPs and Pharmacists call on carers in North Devon and Torridge to come forward 

GPs and Pharmacists across North Devon and Torridge are calling on carers of friends and loved ones to come forward and take advantage of free healthchecks available to them. One in every 10 people are voluntarily providing care to family or friends, but of those, only a small number have so far taken up free healthcare checks, available from 43 participating GP Practices and Pharmacies countywide.  In North Devon and Torridge, the healthchecks are available from 10 GP surgeries and pharmacies:


Queens Medical Centre, Barnstaple. Tel: 01271 372672
Litchdon Medical Centre, Barnstaple. Tel: 01271 323443
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Boutport Medical Centre, Barnstaple. Tel: 01271 324106

Brannams Medical Centre, Barnstaple. Tel: 01271 329004
Fremington Medical Centre, Barnstaple. Tel: 01271 376655
Boots Pharmacy, Barnstaple. Tel: 01271 326772
Warwick Medical Practice, Ilfracombe. Tel: 01271 863119
Waterside Medical Centre, Ilfracombe. Tel: 01271 863840


The checks are also available to people already known to Devon's Health and Social Care Complex Care Team, based in Barnstaple. Carers book the checks with their registered participating surgeries or local pharmacies, and can re-claim the cost of someone looking after their cared-for person while they attend the free healthcheck. The checks are an initiative by Devon County Council and NHS Devon to support carers. The authorities are concerned that many carers are neglecting their own health needs, and possibly ignoring known or even unknown symptoms that might potentially become serious health issues, unless they are treated sooner rather than later. In some cases, the healthchecks have identified problems that the carers had not been aware of, and treatments have been put in place to prevent deterioration.

Update from Devon County Council

Civil Parking

Commenced with local authority (DCC) May 2008

Penalty Charge Notices issued:-



2008/2009
Issued 3,900

Paid 3,037



2009/2010 Issued 5,777

Paid 4,429

The deficit on this service was £918,124 for 2008/09 and £658,882 for 2009/10

A total deficit of £1,577,006

Highways budget has been hit by an increase in the price of Bitumen of around 29% and a increase on contract renewal prices for street lighting energy supply which amounts to an additional £1.3m.

Children & Young Peoples Directorate 

A £3.1m in year budget reduction had to be made following the Coalition Government’s reduction to grant funding. Although cutbacks have been made the Directorate is projecting an overspend of just over £1m. Due to the large increase in children coming into care and an increase in numbers of children with additional needs

Debt Over 3 months old

Corporate debt stood at £5.3m and increase of £1.6m since the month 2 report.

Efficiency Savings 

DCC have implemented efficiently savings that look like achieving their 2010/11 target of £20.9m.

Leader Roadshows – Tough Choices John Hart (Leader DCC) is visiting towns around the County to seek residents views on what services are important to them and their Communities.

Our local meetings are;

South Molton- Amory Centre, 6.30pm 14th October

Barnstaple- Civic Centre 6.30

Lynton- United Reformed Church Hall, Lee Road. 6.30 15th November On the DCC website residents can leave their comments and one already has, won’t tell you who then you will all go and look and see the very serious subject raised there! Keep them coming please.
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Service 300 Following the announcement that Somerset County Council were withdrawing the 300 service from Porlock to Lynmouth during the winter, I have successfully lobbied for Devon County Council to provide a winter service at the weekends, this extends the Devon 300 service to Minehead running two journeys each way per day.

Road closure on A399 at Brayford Essential repairs are to be carried out on the A399 near Brayford, which will close the road from Monday 4 October until Friday 5 November. The closure is necessary due to the replacement of retaining walls which have partially collapsed. The narrow width of the road and deep excavations required mean the closure will be in place 24 hours a day, seven days a week, in order to maintain public safety during the works. However, access will be maintained at all times to Mockham Down Farm, which is the only property located within the closed section of highway. 
The structural repairs will enable a major re-surfacing scheme on the A399 to go ahead next year as planned. The official diversion route, which is suitable for HGVs, will be signed via Brayford, A399, Aller Cross, A361 North Devon Link Rd, Barnstaple, Bratton Fleming, Four Cross Way, A399 to Mockham Down Gate (and vice versa). Once the road has been re-opened, temporary traffic lights will be in place at Brayford for a further three weeks to allow the scheme to be completed. 

Questions to the Devon County Councillor

There were none

The Mayor thanked County Councillor Mrs Davies for her report and she then left the meeting.

127/10 
COMMUNICATIONS

One unsigned report regarding the goat roundup had been tabled and this would be placed on the agenda for Estates & Amenities Committee to consider in October.

128/10 
OUTSTANDING BUSINESS

There was none

129/10 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

RESOLVED:

That the open reports of the following committees, having being circulated, be received and noted and the recommendations contained therein adopted, subject to any matters annotated.


Personnel Committee




       
12th August 2010

Minute 107/10

Special Council Meeting




    
3rd September 2010
Minute108/10

Estates & Amenities Committee


    
8th September 2010
Minutes 109/10 – 115/10
Minute 112/10 Matters for Recommendation (1) Goats – position statement.  There followed a debate on this minute as detailed below:

Councillor Bishop commented on an email criticising the Council with regard to the culling of goats and in particular the instructing of Mr Peter Green who is not only the RSPCA Vet but also a qualified marksman to dispose of the goats as he felt it was a conflict of interests. 
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He further went on the comment that he had been informed that the Town Clerk formed part of the marksman’s team operating in the Valley and had been seen using a firearm.  The Town Clerk informed members that the allegation that he had used a firearm was incorrect.

Criticism of the graziers behaviour in her absence had not been minuted and the Mayor informed members that minutes were no verbatim but a precise of proceedings.

Councillor Rodway stated that she should be allowed to make factual comments and she had contacted the Monitoring Officer who said she should be given the chance to answer any criticisms.  Councillor Rodway informed members that unless she received an apology she would be taking the matter further.

The question of the graziers prejudicial interest was once again raised and the Town Clerk reminded members that it was Council policy that in all cases, a letter should be sent to the Monitoring officer outlining the queries and a written response received back.

A discussion took place and it was

RESOLVED

1.
Minute 112/10 Matters for Recommendation (1) Goats – position statement paragraph 3 to read: ‘A full discussion of matters relating to the round up was held.  Councillor Gurney felt that a lot of work had gone into the roundup and this work needed to be fully explained to the public as he has heard and read comments concerning the roundup many of which were incorrect’
2.
11 goats had been disposed of during the roundup, the Town Clerk to ask the Vet for any ear tags if possible.

3.
A Special Council Meeting be called at a date to be arranged once the Town Clerk has taken advice from the Monitoring Officer.

Minute 112/10 Matters for Recommendation (3) Dog Fouling Councillor Gurney informed members of a web site and confirmed that he had ordered posters and stickers.  In answer to a question as to why there as no dog or waste bin the Valley of Rocks the Town Clerk informed members that the waste bin provided for that area had been burnt out.

Minute 113/10 Matters Under Delegated Powers (a) Planning (ii) Ref: 62/41/10/030 Woolhanger Manor.  Councillor Parker considered that the resolution for this application was a statement and not an action.  
Policy & Finance Committee 



  15th September 2010

Minutes 116/10 – 122/10

Minute 118/10 Matters for Recommendation (a) JCG – Update typing error to be amended to read ‘The draft minutes had been received in the office ….’ and the minutes were tabled.

Minute 118/10 Matters for Recommendation (d) Decision Register – hand rail outside TIC Councillor Parker informed members that he was meeting with Exmoor National Park and a report would be submitted to the Town Hall Working party at their meeting on the 6th October 2010.

Minute 118/10 Matters for Recommendation (e) Town Clerks Report and Questions to the Town Clerk, question 3 Foreshore Protection The Town Clerk confirmed that he would contact Mrs Diana Hill  of North Devon Council reference the condition of this area.
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/10
REPORTS FROM OTHER COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

A report from the Town Hall Working Party to be submitted to Estates & Amenities Committee in October but the group requested they be given delegated powers to deal with any matter of urgency.

RESOLVED

A report from the Town Hall Working Party to be submitted to Estates & Amenities Committee in October and the group be given delegated powers to deal with any matter of urgency.

130/10
NORTH DEVON COUNCIL – INVITATION TO TOWN & PARISH COUNCILLORS TO VISIT BRYNSWORTHY ENVIRONMENT CENTRE

Councillor Mrs Hibbert confirmed she would visiting the site.

131/10 
 MOTIONS

There were no motions.

132/10  
QUESTIONS

There were no questions.

133 /10   NORTH DEVON COUNCIL

Report of the North Devon Councillor,  (Councillor Mrs S Hibbert) tabled as follows:

Most of the work I have undertaken as a district councillor this last month has been associated with the licensing committee and my attendance at two hearings which scrutinised both the licenses of taxis and public houses.  I have also been involved in the discussions about the alterations to the crematorium and the concern of the committee that the disruption caused by these alterations will affect the public as little as possible.  The new manager of the crematorium has already proved to be a new broom and has improved the ambience of some areas and the service given to our undertakers.

I was pleased to hear from Julie Everly, our bpag outreach worker, this week. She says:

“We are considering changing our drop-in day from a Monday to a Thursday as this is the day the health visitors meet the mums at the centre and will hopefully help us to engage with them to ensure they are getting all the financial help, as well as the practical help, they may require.  It is also the day the Physiotherapist is at the centre and we may be able to help clients obtain disability living allowance etc. The good news is, our project has been refunded by the same charity for another year, until January 2012, as they are so impressed with our work reaching the smaller rural communities. 

Lastly, with all the cutbacks and effects of the recession on our communities, I wondered if you could remind your colleagues in the Lynton and Lynmouth areas of our service when you next have a local meeting, as they are welcome to make any referrals or signpost people to us for help and support on a variety of issues such as housing, benefits, disabilities, health and social care, debts and budgeting, form filling, fuel poverty, community banking, etc.   We are also able to offer food parcels, travel warrants, bedding and clothing for those in a crisis.”

I hope you will keep this in mind as we try to help our community through the next few years.

Questions to North Devon Councillor

There were no questions

134/10  REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TRUST REPRESENTATIVE

As tabled by Mrs Suzette Hibbert (Chair LCDT)  

At a meeting of the Trust last Monday Paul Hollis, manager for the Lyn Hydro project, gave a report to the directors.  After a huge number of environmental surveys we have, at last, come to the design stage.  

- 6 -

Funding has been obtained from Leader 4 to take us to the completion of the “at risk” expenditure and the time has come to have a public information day.  The main hall has been booked for Thursday 2nd December and there will be an exhibition which will run throughout the day with a presentation and question and answer session in the evening.  

The Trust is putting on a Fete and Food Festival event on the Manor Lynmouth on Sunday 3rd October and we do hope this will be well supported as part of the Exmoor Food Festival.  There will be attractions for all ages and, weather permitting, we hope the publicity will bring more visitors to our area.

This winter the Trust will be working with local organisations and accommodation providers in order to obtain “Walkers are Welcome” accreditation for Lynton and Lynmouth and the surrounding area.

Councillor Gurney requested more information on the ‘Walkers are Welcome’ scheme.

Councillor Parker commented that he had so far not been invited to a meeting reference the Hydro Scheme and Councillor Hibbert confirmed that his presence would now be appreciated.

135/10
 REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK

The Town Clerk reported:

The Town Clerk reported that the minutes of the JCG had been tabled for members information and would go before the Executive Committee on the 14 October.

He had received an email reference the Drinking Trough at Fountain Cross stating that this had been provided by a Charity.

A request to allow filming in the Valley of Rocks during the next few weeks had been received.

Devon Business, Devon County Council – Tough Choices.  A meeting to be held in the United Reformed Church Hall on the 15 November.  This item to be placed on the agenda for Policy & Finance Committee top discuss.

Representatives from Exmoor National Park and the Highway Authority had made an inspection of ‘A’ Boards and letters had been sent to offending businesses.

A request had been received from Barnstaple town Council to host a placement degree student for two weeks.

Questions to the Town Clerk

The Town Clerk confirmed that all cheques had been signed and sent out.

136/10  REPORTS FROM OTHER COUNCILLORS

Councillor Bishop informed members that he had received a letter from Mr T Prosser with regard to Highway matters to which he had replied.

A meeting of the Wedding Group was to be held as soon as possible.

137/10  ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS

There was none.

PART 2

The Chairman moved that

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.

- 7 -

138/10
CONFIDENTIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Confidential Minutes of Town Council


12th August 2010

Minutes 105/10 – 106/10

Confidential Policy & Finance Committee

15th September 2010

Minute 122/10 

Meeting closed at  4.12pm.





Chairman
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LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ESTATES AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE TOWN HALL LYNTON ON WEDNESDAY THE 13TH OCTOBER 2010 AT 6.30pm

Present:


Councillors

B J Peacock

(Vice Chairman)
Mrs C G Bowden

Mrs S Hibbert

B J Howells

Mrs J Mills

T Parker

Mrs E Rodway

K Troup

Officers:


Town Clerk 
Apologies:
Apologies were receive from Councillors D Bishops, J Frankish and J Gurney

139/10
MINUTES

RESOLVED

That the minutes of the Estates and Amenities Committee held on Wednesday the 8th September 2010, copies of which had been previously circulated, be confirmed as a true and correct record, and signed by the Chairman.

140/10
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

The following items of correspondence and/or reports were noted by committee

a.
Rural Housing Project, year end report April 2009-March 2010


Available for members in the general office.

b. Ilfracombe & District Crime Prevention Panel. 

Copy of minutes sent to members for their attention.

c. Devon County Council – A39 Watersmeet, Highway Structural Repairs. 10th January 2011

Copy of the advice note to be distributed to all members with the Policy & Finance Committee agenda.

d. Planning Decisions

i. Ref: 62/41/10/001 – Aberlyn, 1 Tors Park, Lynmouth


Conversion, subdivision and alteration to form 6 units of residential accommodation to include 3 affordable units as per agents email 18.1.10.  As per amended plan 03.02.10.  As per amended plans and additional information 15.03.10 (Full).


CONDITIONAL PERMISSION GRANTED

ii.
Ref: 62/41/10/018 – 37 Lee Road, Lynton


Certificate of Proposed Lawful Development, lawful development certificate for the proposed use of part of the dwelling house by paying guests (CLOPUD)


CERTIFICATE REFUSED
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RECOMMENDED


The Town Clerk seek a reason for the refusal from Exmoor National Park.

iii.
Ref: 62/41/10/020LB – 1 Castle Heights, Lynton


Proposed removal of single glazing to lower section of conservatory windows and replacement with double glazing (Listed Building)


PERMISSION GRANTED

141/10
MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION
a. Goats – position statement

The Town clerk advised members that they had been successful in culling 12 of the goats identified as unlikely to survive the winter.  Further goats were to be removed to save unnecessary suffering.  It was noted that the delayed meeting of the Valley of Rocks Group should be held as soon as possible.  The Town Clerk undertook to distribute a copy of the report from Inspector J Pollac, RSPCA to those members of the Council who were not at full council in September.  The report tabled by the grazier at September full Council would be considered at the Special Council Meeting which is was arranged.

b. Exmoor National Park – Future Priorities Survey

Members discussed the Future Priorities Survey distributed with the agenda and agreed that the tourism initiative would be more effective if it included all Exmoor and not as at present, a series of local initiatives.

Members discussed the way that savings could be made by Exmoor National Park

Discussion moved to The Scene and concern was expressed that the banner headline was still Scenic Exmoor with no mention of Lynton & Lynmouth, the Town Council’s advert in The Scene was needed in the near future and it was

RECOMMENDED

1. Individual members respond with their own ideas concerning cut backs but Councillor Mrs Hibbert would bring details of Exmoor National Park’s budget to Policy & Finance Committee.

2. The advertisement should consist of 2/3rd  information about the wedding facilities of the Town Hall and 1/3rd devoted to the other services offered by the Town Council.

3. Councillors Mrs C Bowden, Mrs S Hibbert and J Gurney to liaise with Ms H Dockery from The Scene.

c. National Trust – request to use Manor Green for their annual fete 2011.

RECOMMENDED


The request to use the Manor Green for up to 2 days over the August Bank Holiday in 2011 be approved.

d. Devon County Council – Winter Service on Devon’s Highways

Members considered the details of the report from Devon County Council regarding their winter service provision and noted that there was a gritting bin on North Walk adjacent to Fairholme Hotel which was not on the map.

RECOMMENDED

The Town Clerk respond to Devon County Council with details of the bins omitted from the map and also pointing out that the grit/salt location in Bottom Meadow car park consisted of a dump area for salt sacks where a bin would be better and that a request had been made for a supply of salt to be located in the Depot at Lynton to enable the Town Council workforce to grit local streets as required.
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e. Barnstaple Town Council – Invitation to attend a Planning School Saturday 30th October 2010.

RECOMMENDED


Members to contact the Town Clerk should they wish to attend.

f. Town Hall -  

i. Town Hall Working Party Report

Members considered the report prepared by Councillor Parker.  In addition the Town Clerk advised members that the repair work to the main lights in the Town hall required the hire of a scaffold tower which would increase the cost, current estimate approximately £600.   It was 

RECOMMENDED

· Main Hall and Council Chamber leaded light windows – cost estimates be prepared for repair and replacement ‘be sought from local tradesmen’.

· The cost of four trolleys as containers for crockery/cutlery storage etc., to be taken to Policy & Finance Committee together with the cost for a wheeled trolley for oval tables.

· Hand rail support for lower step to main staircase – members agreed Councillor Parker’s suggestion of a continual hand rail and requested he progress.

· Water cascading over external door at rear of building (adjacent to gents toilets) – the Town Clerk to investigate initial instruction to contractor and seek a resolution.

· Donor’s plaques within the Town Hall – Councillor Mrs Bowden and the Town Clerk to seek a cost estimate from local tradesmen.

· The remainder of the report be noted and progress made by individuals who had undertaken responsibility for specific areas.

· The Town Clerk to seek clarification from Devon & Cornwall Fire Service regarding the possibility of using cable ties to discourage casual exit from the main hall during functions.

ii.
Report from Drystone attached


Report attached and discussed earlier under the Town Hall working party report.

iii.
Storage Boxes

Discussed earlier under the Town Hall working party report.

g. Old Cemetery – Tree Sculptures, interpretation board etc.

Councillor Mrs Mills and Councillor Mrs Bowden to prepare a specification to allow cost estimates to be obtained.

h. Decision Register

The Decision Register was discussed and the following points made:

· Hydro Electric Project – a public exhibition had been arranged for the 2 December 2010.
· Use of Jubilee Room as Pop in Centre – the trial would not continue as the take up was insufficient to warrant the work involved.  Members asked that their thanks be recorded to Councillor Troup for his hard work in setting up the pop in initiative and expressed their disappointment.
· Photographic Tapestry – Councillor Troup also advised members that the photographic tapestry previously discussed would no longer be done.
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i. Town Clerks Report and Questions to the Town Clerk

The Town Clerk advised members that:

· He had received a request from the Barbrook Residents Association to allow a litter bin to be placed on Town Councils ground.

RECOMMENDED

This be approved

· He also advised members that an item would be placed on Policy & Finance Committee agenda regarding the sale of grave spaces.  At the moment grave spaces were sold on a plot number basis which meant that problems were experienced by the workforce as there was a patchy take up of grave spaces and digging could become problematic when trying to work in close quarters with other used grave spaces. His suggestion was that grave spaces could be sold but numbers not allocated until the purchaser required the grave to be activated.

Questions to the Town Clerk:

1.
Councillor Mrs Bowden informed the Town Clerk that a seat had been donated by T Prosser from proceeds from the exhibition in the memorial hall for the Bowling Green children’s play site.

2. In response to a question, the Town Clerk confirmed that the tea and coffee machine for the Putting Hut had been ordered and should arrive shortly.

3. Putting Green - provision be made for the replacement of the Teeing mats and possible purchase of putters in the 2010/11 budget.

4. The Putting Hut outside light cover was broken.

5. The Town Clerk confirmed that the works to the Esplanade lights was scheduled to take place in December.

6. Bottom Meadow dog waste bin – The Town Clerk confirmed that a signed would be erected showing the existing litter bins would be dual use.

7. The town Clerk undertook to have fly tipped rubbish collected from Dean Steep lay-by and examined by the Environmental Warden from North Devon Council.

8. In response to a question, he advised members that the specifications for Lynbridge Car park investigatory works should be with members shortly.

Councillor Mrs Hibbert took the opportunity to remind members of the visit to Brynsworthy Recycling Centre on Friday  15 October 2010.

142/10
MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS

a.
Planning

Councillor Mrs S Hibbert reminded members that in all planning matters should she obtain additional information on applications when attending Exmoor National Park Planning Committee this may necessitate her changing her views.
a. Ref: 62/41/09/001 Former SWEB Depot, Castle Hill, Lynton

Councillor Mrs J Mills and Councillor K Troup declared a prejudicial interest in this application as they had been consulted as adjacent property owners by Exmoor National Park.  They left the room and did not take any part in the debate or vote thereon

Demolition of existing building and erection of 1 local needs affordable dwelling.


RESOLVED


To recommend approval subject to Exmoor National Park being satisfied that the property was marketable as a local needs dwelling.

b. Ref: 62/41/09/002CA Former SWEB Depot, Castle Hill, Lynton

Councillor Mrs J Mills and Councillor K Troup declared a prejudicial interest in this application as they had been consulted as adjacent property owners by Exmoor National Park.  They left the room and did not take any part in the debate or vote thereon
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Conservation Area Consent for demolition of existing building and erection of 1 local needs affordable dwelling.


RESOLVED

To recommend approval of demolition of existing buildings subject to Exmoor National Park being satisfied that the property was marketable as a local needs dwelling.

c. Ref: 62/41/10/031 West Lyn Barn, Lynton


Proposed installation of a 3.6kw solar photovoltaic system (28m2)


RESOLVED


To recommend approval

d. Ref: 62/41/10/032 Kibsworthy Farm, Barbrook, Lynton


Proposed agricultural building (337.2m2)


RESOLVED


To recommend approval subject to Exmoor National Park being satisfied that the materials proposed in the application were suitable.

e. Ref: 62/41/10/033 – 2 Station Cottages, Station Hill, Lynton

Councillor Mrs C Bowden declared a prejudicial interest in this application as her son prepared the plans.  She left the room and did not take any part in the debate or vote thereon

Proposed first floor extension (36.27m2)


RESOLVED


To recommend approval

f. Ref: WTCA 10/05 Lynton Cottage Hotel, North Walk, Lynton.  Works to Trees in Conservation Area: Cut back and trim trees overhanging hotel.

RESOLVED


To recommend approval

143/10
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS OF WHICH PRIOR NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN AND WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT

None.

The meeting closed at 8.32pm




Chairman
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LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE POLICY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, LYNTON ON WEDNESDAY 20TH OCTPBER 2010 AT 6.30PM

Present:
Councillors
B J Howells

(Chairman)

T Parker
 
(Vice Chairman)
Mrs C G Bowden

J Gurney

Mrs S Hibbert

Mrs J Mills

(part meeting)

Mrs E Rodway

K Troup

Officers:
Town Clerk and Town Council Secretary
Apologies: 
Apologies were received from Councillors B Peacock and D Bishop.  Councillor Mrs J Mills sent her apologies for being late.

144/10
MINUTES
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on the 15th September 2010, a copy of which had been previously circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.  

145/10
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

a. Devon In Touch - October 2010


Available for members in the general office

b. Senior Council for Devon – Everyone’s Tomorrow October 2010


Available for members in the general office

c. Lynton Old Town Improvements – plan displayed at meeting

Councillor Mrs C Bowden declared a personal interest in this item as she is an employee of Exmoor Flowers and they had been consulted on the proposed plan.

Councillor Mrs Bowden expresses concern that the road proposals appeared to involve narrowing the road outside Exmoor Flowers.  It was

RECOMMENDED

The Town Clerk to obtain a copy of the plan held by Exmoor Flowers and copy and the plan to be sent out to members with their agenda for Full Council when the matter would be discussed again.

d. Planning Decisions
Ref: 62/41/10/021 – 19 Rock Avenue, Lynton

Proposed two storey extension together with the demolition of existing shed (Householder)

CONDITIONAL PERMISSION GRANTED
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146/10
MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION

a. Budget Preparation 2011-12 – Programme and Position Statement.

A 2011/12 budget timetable and position statement had been prepared and was tabled for members information and is attached to these minutes.  The Town Clerk explained the procedures and confirmed that members of staff were aware of the position.  After discussion it was

RECOMMENDED

A Special Council meeting be held prior to the 12th November JCG meeting to consider the first draft.

b. Decision Register 

Councillor Parker expressed concerned that no  target dates were shown on the Decision Register but it was pointed out that many of the items were ongoing and it was not possible for a target date to be set.

· Town Council Terrier – as stated

· Handrail Outside TIC – Councillor Parker had met with the Listed Building Officer who had suggested a wrought iron handrail but would also consider favourably a handrail like the one inside the building.  The matter was progressing.

· Emergency Doors, security – It was considered that a breakable glass fastener was not the way forward and the possibility of breakable ties was being examined with advice being sought from the Fire Officer.

· Crockery – It had been suggested that Councillor Mills be given permission to purchase the necessary storage boxes up to a maximum price of £200.  The outside works foreman to construct a trolley for these stacking boxes to be moved about on.  A trolley also to be made for the ease of movement of the table tops.

RECOMMENDED

Councillor Mills be asked to purchase suitable storage boxes up to a maximum price of £200.

Outside works foreman be requested to construct two trolleys, one for the crockery boxes and one for the table tops, as cheaply as possible.

· Bar – A design to be worked out and then referred to the Working Group, the bar to be on wheels for ease of convenience.

· Decoration etc – It had been decided that full scaffolding would not be suitable and therefore the Town Council’s foreman was looking into what type of tower scaffolding was required.  The Lyn Valley Society had expressed interest in paying for this dependant on price.  Councillor Peacock was liaising with the outside works foreman on this item.

· Pop in Centre – Due to poor uptake this had closed and the item was to be removed from the Decision Register.

· Major Incident Plan – Councillor Hibbert had attended a meeting with the first draft of the Major Incident Plan being prepared for Lynton & Lynmouth.    The next steps would be to hold a meeting with the sub group set up by the Council and also representatives from the emergency services.

c. Town Clerk’s report and Questions to the Town Clerk

The Town Clerk Reported:

1. Esplanade Car park and Lynbridge Car Park works on the lights in Esplanade Car Park would be brought forward to the end of November  to enable the works to be done before Christmas and the car park to be lit during the Christmas period.  Also a draft specification for Lynbridge Car Park had been received and the Town Council’s workforce would do the investigation work during the first two weeks in November.
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2. Blacklands Cottage – A formal request to purchase the lease had been received from the owners of Blacklands Cottage.  The Town Clerk would bring the matter to a meeting of Estates and Amenities when he had more details.

3. Rock House – The Town Clerk requested that this be treated as a confidential item.

Questions to the Town Clerk

In answer to a question concerning the teeing mats/astro turf for the putting green, the Town Clerk was informed that astro turfing would cost £6 per sq mtr.  The matter to be included in the budget.

147/10
MATTERS REFERRED FROM ESTATES AND AMENITIES 

a. Exmoor National Park, Future Priorities Survey
The copy of budget provided by Councillor Mrs S Hibbert to be available for members in the general office.

b. System for sale of grave spaces

The Town Clerk explained the problems associated with members of the community wishing to purchase grave spaces for the future in that due to the terrain of the cemetery, digging of the actual graves was becoming a problem.  Members discussed this problem and also the possible extension of the graveyard.  It was

RECOMMENDED

1. Any future grave spaces be sold to members of the community on the understanding that the reservation of a designated space would not be possible but it was a guarantee that they could be buried in the Valley of Rocks Cemetery.

2. The question of the extending the grave yard be discussed when the budgets were prepared.

c.
Position of Lift in Town Hall


RECOMMENDED


This item be discussed at the next meeting of Estates & Amenities Committee.

148/10
MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS
a.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT

The Revised Financial Statement for August 2010 and the Financial Statement for September 2010 had been sent to members with their agenda.  After discussion on the details of the reports it was


RESOLVED:

That the financial statements, as attached to the signed copy of the minutes be approved.
b. SEASONAL UNDERTAKINGS

The statement of income for September 2010 had been sent to members with their agenda.  It was

RESOLVED

That the report be noted and a copy attached to the minutes. 

c. CHEQUES 


A List of the cheques was tabled for member’s consideration. 


A cheque drawn in favour of Barbrook Public Facilities Trust in the sum of £674.17 was discussed and the Town Clerk explained that this was the residue of a £1000 grant received from North Devon Council for the toilet maintenance. 
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Councillor Mrs J Mills arrived at this point of the meeting

 
It was


RESOLVED:


The cheque made payable to Barbrook Public Facilities Trust be sent to them and the Town Clerk  write to North Devon Council,


The action of the Councillors in signing the cheques in accordance with the list circulated, be approved and the cheques be passed for payment. 

d.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Councillor Mrs S Hibbert reminded members that in all planning matters should she obtain additional information on applications when attending Exmoor National Park Planning Committee this may necessitate her changing her views.
Neighbouring Parish

Ref: 62/43/10/005 Woody Bay Station, Martinhoe Cross, Parracombe

Proposed variation of condition 16 (movement on the track shall take place only between 0900 hours and 1800hours on any day) to approved application 62/43/95/004 to allow passenger operations on the track between 0900 hours and 2100 hours on no more than four days in a calendar month and no more than 20 days in a calendar year, in addition to existing hours.  Re-submission of withdrawn application 62/43/09.005.

RESOLVED

To recommend approval

e.
RENTAL INCOME 

Dealt with as a confidential item

149/10
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS OF WHICH PRIOR NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN AND WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT

1. The Town Clerk had received a copy of a letter sent to the Grazier by the Monitoring Officer regarding the nature of her interesting the Valley of Rocks and so a Special meeting of the Council could be arranged.  It was


RECOMMENDED


A Special Council meeting be held on Wednesday 27th October at 6.30pm and a copy of the letter from the Monitoring Officer be sent to members with their agenda.

2.
Councillor J Mills declared a personal interest in this item as she is a member of the Lyn Valley Society.

Councillor Mills had received an invoice for the Lyn Valley Society for the use of the Town Hall forecourt for their table top sale and requested that this be waived in light of the fact that all proceeds from this sale went to the Town Hall refurbishment fund.  Members discussed this matter and it was

RECOMMENDED

The Lyn Valley Society would not be charged for any event they held outside the Town Hall on the forecourt but charges would be levied  when they use rooms inside the Town Hall.
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PART 2

The Chairman moved that

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.

150/10
MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS
e.
Rental Income

151/10
MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION

c.
Town Clerk’s report and Questions to the Town Clerk

   The Town Clerk Report:


3.
Rock House

The meeting closed at 7.38 pm



Chairman
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[image: image1.png]2011/12 BUDGET TIMETABLE AND POSITION STATEMENT

It is envisaged that the 2011/12 budgets for both North Devon Council and
Lynton and Lynmouth Town Council will incorporate new working arrangements that
will replace the existing agency arrangements. Agreement in principle has been
reached between the two Authority’s for the transfer of assets and services from North
Devon Council to Lynton and Lynmouth Town Council. The following schedule sets
out the key tasks that must be completed in the transfer process together with an
indication of when they are planned to take place.

LTC Finance Officer to prepare draft budget to incorporate

October 2010 revised functions and responsibilities.

NDC to provide information on responsibilities and functions
October 2010 currently fulfilled by them, which may be transferred to .TC

with effect from 1* April 2011.

LTC to consider its plans for the future including functions
October 2010 that may be transferred in order to inform the budget setting

process.

12" November 2010

JCG meeting to consider first draft of budget.

Negotiations between LTC and NDC on final details of

November 2010 services and functions to be transferred together with details
of financial arrangements.

December 2010 LTC and NDC to give final approval for transfer arrangements

December 2010 LTC to agree budget for 2011/12 and set precept.

January to March
2011

LTC and NDC to prepare for new working arrangements, to
include work programmes, appointments, contract
amendments etc

Isr April 2011

NEW ARRANGEMENTS IN PLACE
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT - AUGUST 2010

Cash Balance as at 31st July 2010 £422,361.34
Receipts

Bank Interest 4.70

Town Hall Hire 1,280.75

Cemetery fees 472.50

Car Park Takings 61,757.85

Car Park Season Tickets 1,888.00

Manor Takings 12,467.80

Manor Car Parking 5,335.00

Miscellaneous Rents 5,052.00

Use of Foreshore - TV Programme 500.00

Miscellaneous 15.55

Total Receipts 88,774.15
Payments

August Payments (Cheques 7289 to 7309) 10,892.52

August Salaries (net) 10,910.24

Vat Payment 16,895.53

Total Fina Elf- Direct Debit 428.41

BT Direct Debit 214.90

Bank Charges 179.26

Petty Cash payments 39.96

Total Payments 39,560.82
Closing Cash Balance 31st August 2010 £471,574.67

Bank Reconciliation
Balance as per Bank Statements

Current Account 96,100.12
Premier Interest 110,570.36
Short Term Investment - Maturing 20/09/2010 50,000.00
Short Term Investment - Maturing 09/11/2010 100,000.00
Short Term Investment - Maturing 09/02/2010 100,000.00
456,670.48
Add receipts not banked 14,770.50
Less unpresented cheques (103.20)
Bank Balance 471,337.78
Manor Floats 120.00
Petty Cash 116.89

£471,574.67

N.B. the closing cash balance includes committed funds and other liabilities

This is a control document required for audit purposes and does not indicate the amount of money the

Town and District Councils have available for capital schemes as it takes no account of liabilities (creditors)
and assets (debtors) and other budgetted income and expenditure. That information is contained in the
Council's capital programme and annual budget.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT - SEPTEMBER 2010

Cash Balance as at 31st August 2010 £471,574.67
Receipts

Bank Interest 34.04

Town Hall Hire 1,179.51

Cemetery fees 582.50

Car Park Takings 40,524.90

Car Park Season Tickets 2,957.00

Manor Takings 5,250.40

Manor Car Parking 723.00

Miscellaneous Rents 4,717.36

Miscellaneous 295.83

Total Receipts 56,264.54
Payments

September Payments (Cheques 7311 to 7339) 28,355.34

September Salaries (net) 10,974.63

Total Fina Elf- Direct Debit 452.95

Bank Charges 226.35

Petty Cash payments 140.40

Total Payments 40,149.67
Closing Cash Balance 30th September 2010 £487,689.54

Bank Reconciliation
Balance as per Bank Statements

Current Account 184,253.64
Premier Interest 110,575.06
Short Term Investment - Maturing 09/11/2010 100,000.00
Short Term Investment - Maturing 09/02/2010 100,000.00
494.828.70
Add receipts not banked 1,871.35
Less unpresented cheques (9,147.00)
Bank Balance 487,553.05
Manor Floats 120.00
Petty Cash 16.49

£487,689.54

N.B. the closing cash balance includes committed funds and other liabilities

This is a control document required for audit purposes and does not indicate the amount of money the
Town and District Councils have available for capital schemes as it takes no account of liabilities (creditors)
and assets (debtors) and other budgetted income and expenditure. That information is contained in the
Council's capital programme and annual budget.




[image: image4.png]Sept Sept

2009 2010
£ £
6,094 5,685
6,716 5,893
11,959 9,757
4,464 4,256
3,277 3,219
3.434 3.129
35,944 31,939
65 0
543 109
124 3,246
31 301
763 3,656
2,825 2,550
490 615
896 953
1379 1163
204 182
45 51
3.778 2,613
5,400 4,009

NOTES

LYNTON & LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

STATEMENT OF SEASONAL UNDERTAKINGS

INCOME - SEPTEMBER 2010

Agency Car Parks
Cross Street
Bottom Meadow
Esplanade

Lower Lyndale
Upper Lyndale
Watersmeet

Actual Total 2009/10 & Target 2010/11

Season Tickets
Annual
Weekly

Four Day

24 Hour

Total

Actual Total 2009/10 & Target 2010/11
Town Car Park

Valley of Rocks
Manor Foreshore

Actual Total 2009/10 & Target 2010/11

Exmoor National Park
Picnic Area

Manor Putting Green
Ice Cream

Soft Drinks etc.

Tennis

Putting

Actual Total 2009/10 & Target 2010/11

1. All income shown net of VAT

2. Annual season tickets sold in March are included in the following year's accounts

3. Ice cream and soft drinks shown as gross sales
4. Good Friday 10th April 2009, 2nd April 2010.
5. Details of Picnic Area for information only. Shown net of VAT

Cumulative Income

Yo

2009/10 2010/11 Variance
£ £
35,300 32,708 -7
41,364 37,979 -8
63,862 58,706 -8
27,404 26,211 -4
17,887 17,475 -2
19,888 18.696 -6
205,705 191,775 -7
243,819 240,000 -2
8,348 7915 -5
1,447 708 -51
10,244 11,453 +12
2,817 2.341 -17
22,856 22,417 -2
36,128 32,500 -10
16,920 16,338 -3
7,813 5,316 -32
20,623 21,000 +2
4410 5,502 +25
11578 11535 -0
1859 1780 -4
939 753 -20
23,705 21911 -8
38,081 35,979 -6
40,340 40,000 -1
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