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LYNTON & LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE TOWN HALL, LYNTON ON THURSDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 2011 AT 2.30PM

PRESENT:
Councillors:

T Parker


(Mayor)

Mrs S Hibbert

(Deputy Mayor)

D Bishop




Mrs C G Bowden

J Gurney

A Meakin

B J Peacock

I Rigby

Mrs E Rodway

Officers:
Town Clerk 

Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillors Dr J Frankish, B Hobbs and B Howells

Also in attendance:
 Devon County Councillor Mrs A Davis

The meeting opened with prayers led by Councillor Mrs S Hibbert

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Prior to the commencement of the formal Council Meeting, the meeting was adjourned to enable members of the general public to ask questions of the Council. There being no questions the Mayor reconvened the meeting.

130/11 
MINUTES

RESOLVED
The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 11th August 2011, copies of which had been previously circulated be confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

131/11 
MATTERS ARISING FROM COUNCIL MINUTES
There were none

132/11 
OUTSTANDING BUSINESS

There were none

133/11
POLICE REPORT

The Police Representative had apologised for not being able to attend the meeting due to his shift pattern but had provided a report for the Town Clerk to present to Council, a copy of which is attached to these minutes.  It was noted that 7 crimes had been committed in the Lynton area over the last 31 days as against 15 crimes in 2010 a reduction of 50%. The crime breakdown was 2 non crimes, 2 thefts, 1 taking of a vehicle, 1 burglary to an outbuilding and 1 criminal damage to a vehicle.
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The report also reminded the Council of the new National Police non emergency telephone number (101) which will replace the current non emergency number in the near future.  People who are deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired will be able to text/phone on 18001 101.

It was noted that the drop in crimes may be due to the low level of car theft brought about by a poor visitor season.

The Town Clerk advised members of an offer from Inspector T Holmes to attend a Council meeting and explain the rapid response role played by his unit.

RESOLVED

1. The Police report be noted

2. Inspector Holmes offer be accepted.
Questions to the Police Representative

There were none

134/11
COMMUNICATIONS

The Town Clerk reported:

1. The Lyn Valley News and the Lyn Tennis Club has written to thank the Council for their grants.

2. The National Trust had written to thank the Council for the free use of Manor Grounds for their fete.

3. A letter of apology for non attendance had been received from the new reporter of the North Devon Journal.

135/11
COMMITTEE REPORTS

RESOLVED:

That the open reports of the following committees, having being circulated, be received and noted and the recommendations contained therein adopted, subject to any matters annotated.


Estates & Amenities Committee




14th September 2011

Minutes 111/11 to 115/11

Minute 112/11 matters for Information (f) Changes to Devon Libraries Opening Hours 2011.  It was noted that Mrs G Howells from Orchard House was prepared to assist with extending opening hours for Lynton Library and that she is a trained librarian.

Minute 112/11 Matters for Information (g) North Devon Homes, Provision of local needs housing.  A member of the Council expressed his concern that one of the two renovated houses in Barbrook had been allocated to a family from Barnstaple.  This raised the question in his mind as to whether there was a real local need for family housing, and if there was, why the house had been allocated to people outside the twin villages.  It was explained that the housing register for open housing was available to all prospective tenants on the housing register on a Devon wide basis.  Local needs housing was restricted to occupation by people within the defined local area.  Members discussed the implication for residents of Lynton & Lynmouth of the Housing Occupancy legislation.  No resolutions were made.

Minute 113/11 matters for Recommendation (j) Exmoor National Park, Exmoor Visitor 2012, invitation to advertise non commercial events.  It was noted that the Mayor had not put a comment in the newsletter regarding this but would contact Yahoo Forum to advertise this and it was

RESOLVED

That this be noted.
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Minute 113/11 matters for Recommendation (m) Town Clerks Report and Questions to the Town Clerk, item 7 Overgrowth of Vegetation on Non Pavement Side of Station Hill and Lynmouth Hill.

RESOLVED

County Councillor Mrs Davis to take this matter up with the Highways Superintendent.

Minute 114/11 Matters Under Delegated Powers It was noted that Councillor Ian Rigby should be added to the comment relating to his declaration of interest in planning applications as he is an Exmoor National Park member.

Personnel Committee






14th September 2011

Minutes 116/11 to 117/11

Policy & Finance Committee





21st September 2011

Minutes 118/11 to 128/11

Minute 120/11 Matters for Recommendation (a) Off Street Car Park Order Recommendation 3. It was noted that a date was required for the meeting on charging structure for coaches.

Minute 120/11 Matters for Recommendation (h) Devon County Council contribution to foot path cleaning and minor works, Lynton & Lynmouth.

RESOLVED

It be noted that discussions would be initiated by County Councillor A Davis.

Minute 120/11 Matters for Recommendation (m) Decision Register, Town Council Terrier It was noted that the meeting for the 29 September between the Town Clerk and Councillors Gurney and Peacock had not taken place due to a hospital appoint for Councillor Gurney and that this would be re-arranged in the immediate future.

Personnel Committee






21st September 2011

Minute 129/11 

136/11
REPORTS FROM OTHER COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
There were none

137/11 
 MOTIONS
There were no motions.

138/11  
QUESTIONS
There were no questions.
139 /11   
NORTH DEVON COUNCIL

As tabled by District Councillor J Gurney.
First bulky waste item collection to stay free -   I am pleased to tell you that the scheme to collect one bulky item of rubbish from each property in North Devon has been saved, it had been planned to scrap the scheme and charge for collection of all items. Once you have had your one free collection you can then have further collections of bulky items such as, beds and mattresses, sofas, tables and chairs, fridges and freezers etc collected by North Devon Council for £15 per item. Non-standard goods are also collected as part of the service and are items that might be very large, heavy or unusual, such as a garden shed (broken down). The charge for collecting these items depends on the weight, size or the resources needed to pick them up. To use the service, residents need to follow these simple steps:

· Call the council on 01271 327711 or 374776 to check your item can be collected and find out when the next available collection slot is in the area
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· On the day of the pre-arranged collection, leave the bulky goods item outside on the kerbside by 7am

Staying with waste collection it has been agreed that the Council need to discourage side waste, this is the term used for the extra bags that some people put out beside their wheelie bin or recycling boxes. The scheme is to be trailed at Saunton Park for 6 months and if successful rolled out across North Devon. It is hoped the scheme will promote recycling and cut down on litter caused by bags being ripped open by animals. Anyone struggling to cut down on their waste production and continuing to have side waste will be offered advice on cutting down the amount of waste they produce. I personally see this as a challenge that we all need to rise to, as a society we produce far too much waste. This move will see the district being brought in line with other areas of the country, which are already following government guidelines.

Community Grant  - The community grant each District Councillor has is now available. It is not a lot, just £1,000, and I am expecting several groups from the Community will be keen to get their hands on some of it. The application process has been improved to make it easier and forms and information are available either on the North Devon Council website, by email at grants@northdevon.gov.uk, or by telephone 01271 388327. However, as there are strict guidelines on its use, I am happy that you contact me in the first instance at julian.gurney@northdevon.gov.uk letting me know what you want the money for; I can then advise on the appropriateness of any application. Grant applications need to be made by non-profit making organisations and groups that directly benefit people within the community and the environment, and can be for projects or services that include:

· sports
· culture and heritage

· environment and sustainability

· social welfare

· community

Exmoor National Park - At Exmoor National Park over the last Month we have had two educational visits to look at wind turbines. On the 15 September we had a tour of the western park to look at small scale projects by individuals generating from 5 to 15 kW. In particular we looked at the colour, noise and impact on the landscape. On 19th we went by coach to visit Fullabrook with its 22 x 3 megawatt turbines; I have to say I was overawed by the sheer scale of these turbines, standing underneath one and watching the blades come flying towards you from 110 meters was quite breathtaking. The purpose of this visit was to determine the impact on the Landscape as seen from the Park and I have to say I, like many others, have concerns about an increase in these wind farms in North Devon. 
Questions to the District Councillor

1. It was noted that there was uncertainty as to the proposals for the future use of the Lime Kilns adjacent to the Pavilion which were now the property of Exmoor National Park.  In particular it was noted that the Cliff Railway had taken adverse possession of part of the interior space of the Lime Kilns and it was questioned as to whether this included possession of the roof area as this had implications for any proposals for the Pavilion.

RESOLVED

This matter be placed on the agenda for Estates & Amenities Committee for discussion.
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2. Tipping was reported on Ladywell Footpath.  It was noted that this had been investigated by Environment Health previously.

RESOVLED


The Town Clerk to contact Environmental Health.

140/11
DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL

As tabled from Andrea Davis, Devon County Councillor Combe Martin Rural. – Cabinet member for Health and Children’s Services and Member for Exmoor National Park 

Tough Choices consultations - Devon county Council leader John Hart is launching a new round of public consultations on the tough spending choices the authority is facing. You may remember John came to Lynton last November. This year we are likely to have to save £40 million from their spending next year following the £54.6 million reductions they made this year. More than £10 million will be found by cutting management, administrative costs and back office expenditure.  But around £30 million will still need to be found from local services – that’s a reduction of seven per cent. Last year the Tough Choices spending consultation attracted thousands of responses, making it the biggest such exercise staged by the authority. Nearly 1,000 people attended the 15 public meetings in market towns across the county. In total, over 35,000 people took part with many completing an online survey or sharing their bright ideas for improving the way the council operates or how it could save money via the Tough Choices website.  This year there will be 17 Tough Choices public meetings throughout Devon, our nearest this year are;

Barnstaple 6:30pm Monday 24 October The Park Community School, Park Lane, Newport,  EX32 9AX.

Ilfracombe – 6:30pm Friday 7 October The Landmark, Seafront, Wilder Road, Ilfracombe, EX34 9BZ.


Some context surrounding this years Tough Choices events;

Local government is getting 26 per cent less money from the Coalition Government up to 2014. In the current financial year we had to cut £54 million from the county council’s budget, which meant taking a fresh look at everything we do and what things are most important. This year we face similar constraints and we want everyone to have the opportunity to join the debate. Last year the top public priorities for continued or additional funding were protecting children from abuse, home care for the elderly, support for people who care for others and supporting children with special needs. In response, and despite the spending cuts elsewhere, the county council approved a small cash increase in social care budgets and created a new, free service offering short-term support to those in need. There were no cash cuts to children’s safeguarding and the children in care budgets. An innovative multi-agency safeguarding hub was established in Devon to ensure everyone who works with children cooperates and shares information and all 43 children’s centres were kept open. Those services most identified for savings were street lighting, tourism promotion and public transport subsidies.  A common theme was that savings needed to be made on Devon’s home to school transport bill which exceeds £20 million. As a result, 18,000 street lights were converted to part-night lighting, saving thousands of pounds in fuel costs and 300 tonnes of CO2. The county’s support for buses was reduced by £1.3 million and support for bus services carrying pupils who were not entitled to free transport was withdrawn.  A key focus from the meetings was a desire to reduce administrative and management costs while protecting jobs as much as possible. And this year the county council has streamlined its administration by merging departments, reducing the top management from seven posts to three and reducing the total senior management posts from 30 to 18. The authority’s jobs freeze – under which only frontline posts are filled when a member of staff leaves – has resulted in 1, 465 fewer posts within the county council since the action started in November 2009. 
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Councillors’ allowances continue to be frozen and savings of £100,000 have been made since 2009 by streamlining the political administration of the authority. A community fund has been set up and local county councillors now have access to more cash to support projects in their localities. District councils have been invited to join in next year. 
Extensive roadworks on A399 -  Essential roadworks started on Monday 26th September on the A399 between Newtown Bridge and Bratton Fleming Four Cross Way. The £450,000 resurfacing scheme is expected to take six weeks. The road will be closed between 7am and 7pm, Monday to Friday, from Monday (26 September) and work is expected to be completed by Monday 7 November. The signed diversion is via Bratton Fleming, Barnstaple, North Devon Link Road and Aller Cross. Access to properties within the closure will be maintained at all times. Additional work will also be carried out to the gullies on the recently resurfaced road from Mockham Down Gate to Bratton Four Cross Way. This latest scheme follows extensive work on the retaining walls from Brayford to Mockham Down Gate last year. Contractor Aggregate Industries is carrying out the work on behalf of Devon County Council. On completion of the resurfacing, further repairs will be carried out by contractor SWH Ltd on retaining walls near Hansons Quarry at Brayford. For the safety of the workforce, this section of the road will be closed 24 hours a day due to the deep excavation work required. The road is scheduled to re-open on Friday 18 November but under traffic light control for up to four weeks to enable the work to be completed.

Neighbourhood Plan -  A gentle reminder for us all to encourage people to come forward please! Letters are being sent out to local groups, I have contacted the school and posters will be appearing around the area very soon. The web site is up and running: www.lynplan.org.uk please if you have access to the internet take a look.  I do have a copy of the Dawlish consultation draft, they are ahead of us in the process, should anyone be interested.
Questions to the County Councillor
1. Concern was expressed that the proposals for the reduction in hours of footpath lighting had been lost by the County Council.  After discussion it was

RESOLVED


Councillor Bishop provide the Town Clerk with copies of his proposals, who would forward those to Councillor Davis.

2. A Councillor queried whether the road closure notices on the A399 could be shifted to Blackmoor Gate to give motorists advanced warning and an alternative route to Barnstaple.  Councillor Davis undertook to deal with this.

3. It was noted that the footpath adjacent to the Bridge Inn at Lynbridge needed trimming especially the footpath across the river.  Councillor Davis to deal with this.

141/11 
REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TRUST REPRESENTATIVE

A report of the meeting held on Wednesday 7th September was tabled for members information a copy of which is attached to these minutes.

142/11
 REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK
The Town Clerk reported: 

The Town Clerk enquired of members as to their decision regarding the letter recently received from a contractor regarding the maintenance of the Solar Lights on Zig Zag path as he understood this had been discussed at their meeting with Exmoor National Park on Tuesday 27 September 2011.

RESOLVED

The Town Clerk write to Dr Nigel Stone, Exmoor National Park Director, to ascertain his suggested funding and then arrange for the matter to be discussed at Policy & Finance Committee.
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Questions to the Town Clerk

1.
A pre-meeting of the Appeals Committee to be held at 6pm on 5th October 2011.

2.
The Town Clerk to write to the telephone company regarding the necessity for repainting telephone boxes in the Lynton & Lynmouth area, Councillor Mrs Davis to be advised of the address as she had issues with telephone boxes outside the area.

143/11  
REPORT FROM THE MAYOR AND OTHER COUNCILLORS

1.
Mayors Report


The Mayor briefly reported on:

· His attendance at the Barbrook exhibition of the recently renovated and now energy efficient houses.

RESOLVED



Town Clerk to distribute information folder to all Councillors.

· The Mayor had also attended the housing seminar at North Devon Council

· The Mayor stressed the need for representatives to come forward for the Front Runner Project as they will be representatives of the community.  All councillors were asked to seek nominations.

2.
Queens Diamond Jubilee Celebrations


A meeting of the working party to discuss the Queens Diamond Jubilee Celebrations will be held on the 6th October at 7pm.

144/11  
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
1.
Provision of Town Hall Lift


Councillor I Rigby declared a prejudicial interest in this application as he is a member of the Exmoor National Park Panel.   He left the room and did not take any part in the debate or vote thereon
The Town Clerk explained the present position regarding the application to Exmoor National Park for a grant towards the installation of the lift.  In particular he emphasised that this was a one off opportunity and it was in the Councils best interest to pursue the grant application as soon as possible should they wish to install the lift.

It was noted that the time table for the application would not allow it to be routed through the October Committee cycle.


RESOLVED

· The Mayor discuss with the Lyn Valley Society the possibility of increasing the amount they would contribute to the lift.

· Delegated Powers be given to a special meeting of Policy & Finance Committee to be held on the 12th October at 6pm to pursue the matter.

Prior to the closing if the meeting the Mayor showed members the Yew Vase which had been presented to the Town Council by the Art & Craft Society in recognition of the Council’s help in their grant application for the 100 years garden.

PART 2

The Chairman moved that

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.
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145/11
CONFIDENTIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Confidential Full Council






11th August 2011

Minutes 109/11 – 110/11

Confidential Personnel Committee




14th September 2011

Minutes 116/11 – 117/11

Confidential Policy & Finance Committee



21st September 2011

Minutes 125/11 – 128/11

Meeting closed at  4.50pm.





Chairman
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[DEVON & CORNWALL]
CONSTABULARY

PSCO 30366 Grace Cleverdon
Lynton Police Station

Cottage Hospital

Lee Road

Lynton EX35 6PD

29 September 2011 Telephone: 01598 752209

Please except our apologise, we are not able to attend the Town Council meeting on
Thursday 29" September 2011, due to another commitment.

Here is the Monthly crime figures for 2011 | 2010
Crimes for Lynton Area cover by Police = 8 for the last 31 days. 19
Crimes for Lynton Area cover by Town Council = 7 for the last 31 days | 15

The 7 crimes consisted of 2 non-crimes
2 Theft's
1 Vehicle taking
1 Burglary to out building
1 Criminal damage to a vehicle

Compared to 2010’s figures this is a more then 50% drop in crimes for the last month
and to date we are 25% down on the year's figures ®

| have enclosed a reminder letter about the 101 non emergency telephone number,
which needs to be used from now on.

Please contact us if there if anything you wish to discuss.

PCSO 30366 Grace Cleverdon

grace cleverdon@devonandcomwall.pnn.police.uk

www.devon-cornwall.police.uk
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| would like to update you on changes that are happening to make it easier for
members of the public to contact us. From 19 September this year, communities
across North & West Devon be able to dial 101, a new national police non-
emergency telephone number; our current non emergency number 08452 777444
will be phased out. People who are deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired will be
able to text phone 18001 101.

While 999 is a well recognised number to report emergencies, the 2010 British Crime
Survey found that only 54% of the public knew which telephone number to call if they
wanted to speak to their local police about policing, non urgent crime and anti-social
behaviour issues.

The introduction of the 101 number will help communities to keep their
neighbourhoods safe by giving them one easy way to speak directly with their local
police to report and discuss all non urgent police related issues. This new number
will not change the way we respond to non-urgent calls or connect people to a large
national call centre. Calls will still be received by call handlers in our control rooms.

The number is aiready in use in Wales, Hampshire, the |sle of Wight and Sheffield
and will be rolled out across the rest of the country by the end of this year. We know
from these piloted areas that the 101 number is well received by the public and has
led to improvements in public confidence when calling the police.

Calls to 101 will cost 15p per call, irrespective of how long that call may last. This
cost applies to tandlines and mobile phones. This will be the first time that everyone
calling the non-emergency number will know exactly how much the call will cost and
will be assured of equal access whether calling from a mobile or landline.

In an emergency the public will still be able to continue to call 999, such as when a
crime is in progress, when there is danger to life or when violence is being used or
threatened.

If you have any questions on the introduction of 101, please do not hesitate to
contact me.
R

Signed . Do P o

{ - C: yose  dedke Loamncr Gl ey ondc-
[ ~
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Minates of the meeting held on Wednesday 7" September 2011.

There were eight members present and apologies from Tim Prosser, Brenda Fradgley,
Ken Troup and Ken Sole.

In the absence of Tim Prosser the meeting was chaired by Marian Chubb - Vice Chair.

Minutes of the meeting on 3’3{/Auggst. Agreed and signed.

Matters Arising. Popcorn Machine.  Members decided against this.
Railway poster and postcards.  Jill is still dealing with this - nothing further at the
moment.

Chairman’s Report.  There was not a report from Tim but Marian gave members the
fatest position with items being dealt with by the Refurbishment Group.

Secretary’s Report.  Letters from The Lyn Community Development Trust -
requesting funds for the Food Fest and for Middleham Gardens. It was agreed to donate
£300 to each of these. There is a verbal request from Roy Pugsley - The Lyn Lions -
asking for a donation towards the cost of the Raft Race event. It was agreed to give £100
and to ask for a written request in future. Jill said that the Town Hall needed a good
quality purpose-made pole to display notices of events/meetings etc in rooms and the
Hall. Members agreed to purchase this (£88.40). Ann Thorne has received a magazine
aimed at community groups - do we wish to join? Ros Sole took this to look through.

Treasurer’s Report/Bookshop Report.  The total held in the bank account and
Standard Life accounts is £96091. The Bookshop takings for August are £1510 and the
total for the current year is £3840. There is £4091 available to distribute before the above
donations have been deducted. It was decided that the Bookshop will close on 10®
December and there will be a coffee morning for volunteers on 8" December - the venue
to be decided.

Treble Chance Report. So far there have been eleven new members but at least
seven withdrawals. Several annual members have not yet paid and so it is difficult to
assess the final number.

Other Business. It was agreed that a replacement for one of the bookshop notice boards
is needed. Marcia will ask the Craft centre to order more plastic carriers for the

bookshop.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45pm.




LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE APPEALS PANEL OF THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, LYNTON ON WEDNESDAY 5TH OCTOBER 2011 AT 6.30PM

Present:

Councillors


Mrs S Hibbert


(Chairman)




B Hobbs

B Peacock

Mrs E Rodway
Officers: 
Town Clerk 

Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillor Dr J Frankish and I Rigby
146/11
MATTERS FOR RESOLUTION

a. Appeals Committee to consider appeal against dismissal by Car Park Warden (it is likely that the Chairman will move that this be treated as a confidential item)

PART 2

The Chairman  moved that

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.

147/11
MATTERS FOR RESOLUTION

a.
Appeals Committee to consider appeal against dismissal by Car Park Warden
The meeting closed at 7.30  pm




Chairman
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LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE POLICY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, LYNTON ON WEDNESDAY 12TH OCTOBER 2011 AT 6.00PM

Present:
Councillors
B J Howells

(Chairman)

D Bishop

(Vice Chairman)


Mrs C G Bowden

J Frankish

(part meeting)

Mrs S Hibbert

B Hobbs

A Meakin

B Peacock

Mrs E Rodway

Officers:
Town Clerk and Town Council Secretary
Apologies: 
Apologies were received from councillors J Gurney, T Parker and I Rigby.

148/11
MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS

a. Town Hall Lift (referred from Full Council 29th September 2011)
Funding statement and Town Council contribution.

PART 2

The Chairman  moved that

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.

a. Town Hall Lift (referred from Full Council 29th September 2011)
Funding statement and Town Council contribution.

The meeting closed at 6.30 pm



Chairman
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LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ESTATES AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE TOWN HALL LYNTON ON WEDNESDAY THE 12TH OCTOBER 2011 ON RISING FROM SPECIAL POLICY & FINANCE COMMITTEE.

Present:

Councillors




B J Peacock

(Chairman)

Mrs E Rodway 
(Vice Chairman)





D Bishop

Mrs C G Bowden

Dr J Frankish

Mrs S Hibbert

B Hobbs

B J Howells

A Meakin

T Parker

(Part Meeting)

Officers:


Town Clerk and Town Council Secretary
Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillors J Gurney and I Rigby.

149/11
MINUTES

RESOLVED

That the minutes of the Estates and Amenities Committee held on Wednesday the 14th September 2011, copies of which had been previously circulated, be confirmed as a true and correct record, and signed by the Chairman.

With members permission the Chairman moved that agenda item 4. Matters for Recommendation, (a) Presentation by Mr A D Burdett regarding land adjacent to North Walk be brought forward to this point of the meeting.

150/11
MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION

a. Presentation by Mr A D Burdett regarding land adjacent to North Walk.

The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to enable Mr Burdett to speak

Mr Burdett informed members that he had bought various parcels of ground along North Walk and Hollerday Hill and went on the explain that his aim for the area was for it to be used as an outdoor centre for the disabled. During his reclamation of the areas it had necessitated him felling several large trees which he felt were dangerous and which he stated Exmoor National Park were in agreement with.  Some confusion had arisen over the felling of Laurels which had been reported as trees.  

He then went on to inform members that during these works he had uncovered an 11kw heavy duty electric cable, which the authorities considered was still live and also an underground radar survey had indicated a series of mines, possibly mentioned in Roman Dispatches.  Members queried if access could be gained to the mines but Mr Burdett stating this was impossible at the moment due to large boulders.
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In answer to a question concerning the type of activity he envisaged for use as an outdoor centre he explained that this would encompass such things as sweeping leaves, BBQ etc and that he had been in contact with leaders of both the Girl Guides and the Boy Scouts.

He reiterated that he had all the necessary consents from Exmoor National Park etc., for works that he was doing.

The Chairman thanked Mr Burdett for talking to Council and requested he let them know if access was gained to the mines.

Mr Burdett left the meeting and the Chairman resumed the meeting under Standing Orders
Members then discussed Mr Burdett’s presentation and it was

RECOMMENDED

1. The Town Clerk write to Mr Burdett thanking him for his interesting presentation and requesting copies of the maps he produced at the meeting.

2. The Town Clerk write to Exmoor National Park and all Statutory Authorities with regard to Mr Burdett’s discoveries in the area.

151/11
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

The following items of correspondence and/or reports were noted by committee:

a. Devon in Touch – September 2011

Available for members in the general office

b. Junkmail 2011

Available for members in the general office

c. Senior Council for Devon – Everyone’s Tomorrow October 2011

Available for members in the general office

d. South Devon & Dorset Shoreline Management Plan

Available for members in the general office

e. Planning Decisions

1. Ref: 62/41/09/001 & 62/41/09/002CA Former SWEB Depot, Castle Hill, Lynton


Demolition of existing building and erection of 1 local needs affordable dwelling & conservation Area consent for demolition of existing building and erection of 1 local needs affordable dwelling.


APPLICATIONS WILL NOT PROCEED

2.
Ref: 62/41/10/045 The Stables, Stable Mews, Lee Road, Lynton


Proposed conversion of barn to form 1 no 4 bed dwelling together with the re-building of former barn to form a triple garage.  As per amended plans 07.03.11 and 25.05.11 (Part retrospective) (Full)


CONDITIONAL PERMISSION GRANTED

3.
Ref: 62/41/11/014LB Lee Abbey Fellowship, Lee Abbey, Lynton


Listed Building Consent for proposed modification to main house together with the erection of replacement buildings to those under extant permissions 62/41/98/030 and 62/41/98/031LB to provide accommodation for displaced community bedrooms and offices (Listed building)


LISTED BUILDING CONSENT GRANTED

4.
Ref: 62/41/11/018 The Old Coach House, Hume Avenue, Lynton


Proposed erection of a lean-to car port/garage with retaining walls (Retrospective) (Householder)


CONDITIONAL PERMISSION GRANTED
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5.
Ref: 62/41/11/019 – No’s 2 and 3 Normans Cleave, Lynton


Proposed installation of an air source heating system to include the siting of an outdoor fan unit.  As per additional information 29.07.11 (Full)


CONDITIONAL PERMISSION GRANTED

6. Ref: 62/41/11/020 No 5 Norman’s Cleave, Lynton


Proposed installation of an air source heating system to include the siting of an outdoor fan unit.  As per additional information 29.07.11 (Full)


CONDITIONAL PERMISSION GRANTED

7. Ref: 62/41/11/022 Metticombe Farm, Barbrook, Lynton


Proposed construction of a conservatory (Householder)


CONDITIONAL PERMISSION GRANTED

152/11
MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION
b. Allotment Group Report (referred from Full Council 28.07.11)

The Allotment Group had met and made an inspection of all the allotments.  They were particularly concerned at the general condition and use of all the allotments and felt that money would have to be spent on these.

Councillor Parker arrived at this point of the meeting and apologised for being late

Members went on the discuss the possibilities of relocating some allotment areas to enable the vacated sites to be used for affordable homes  as well at the need to fence and clean up the areas.  After much discussion it was

RECOMMENDED

1. The comments of the allotment group be supported and a schedule of costs be prepared for works needed.

2. The Town Clerk contact Barnstaple Town Council and obtain a copy of their Allotment Rules and Agreement.

c. Provision for overnight camper vans (referred from Estates & Amenities 14.09.11)

RECOMMENDED


To be placed on the Decision Register

d. Devon Active Villages

A copy of a letter from ‘tone – helping you feel good’ had been  circulated to members with their agenda, explaining the implementation of a Devon Active Villages programme.  Councillor Mrs Bowden had contacted the organisation and explained that villages had the opportunity to receive up to £3,500 of funding to deliver a variety of sports opportunities for the community.  Members discussed the opportunities this could raise and it was

RECOMMENDED

Councillors Mrs C Bowden and B Peacock would arrange a meeting with the representatives of the Cricket Club, Football club, Tennis Club, Bowls Club, Holman Park Group etc to progress the matter.

e. The Pavilion/Lime Kilns 

i. Update

Following the meeting with Exmoor National Park members discussed the implications of the meeting and possible plans for the use of the lime kilns.  After discussion it was

RECOMMENDED

The Town Clerk write to Exmoor National Park thanking them for the meeting and state the Council were looking forward to work on this unique project involving a sympathetic restoration of the lime kilns.
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ii.
Structural Engineer works to Pavilion, date to be decided


The Town Clerk had received an email from Exmoor National Park stating that they would be digging trial pits in the next few weeks which would mean the closure of the coastpath for one day only.   


It was also noted that a planning application was to be submitted  imminently.


RECOMMENDED


Once the proposed plans for the Pavillion had been submitted and received by Council, these should be displayed for members of the public to inspect.

f. Request from National Trust to use Manor Grounds for fete 26th August 2012 together with letter of thanks.

RECOMMENDED

Permission be granted

g. Request from Exmoor National Park to hold event ‘Big Adventures’ in the Valley of Rocks Car Park on 25th July 2012. 

RECOMMENDED

This event to be held on the Exmoor National Park car park in the Valley of Rocks, Councillors support would be granted.

h. Decision Register

As circulated to members with their agenda:

· Holman Park – Plans submitted, meeting being held with the youth forum.  Budget monies for Holman Park to state that these are for play equipment.
· Rhododendron works – ongoing
· Hydro Project – to be removed from list, Councillor Hibbert to report.
· Old Cemetery Tree Sculptures – sculptures treated
· Poets Corner – Councillor Peacock met with Mrs Gold who had prepared plans etc.  Matter to be placed on agenda for next meeting of Estates & Amenities
· Decoration and Cleaning of Town Hall – Dealt with by Town Hall working Party, item to be removed from register.
· Lift – decision made to submit grant application to Exmoor National Park
· Llama Festival – Safety Advisory meeting being held on 19 October at 10 am.  Councillor Parker to attend on behalf of the Council, if he is unable to attend Councillor Mrs Hibbert to attend in his place.
i. Town Clerks Report and Questions to the Town Clerk

The Town Clerk reported:

1. He reminded members that community representatives were still required to join the Front Runners Group.  Councillor Bowden recorded her apologies for the next meeting.

2. The mechanical road sweeper was scheduled to sweep the area. 

3. A request had been received from Surfers Against Sewage to do a beach clean Councillors readily agreed to this.

Questions to the Town Clerk:

1. No revised date had yet been set for the JCG, Town Clerk to chase.

2. Gate latch on North Walk broken, Town Clerk to ask outside workface to look at this.

3. Green refuse bin still at the bottom of the hill by the School.  Town Clerk to have this removed.

4. Lyn Lions going for funding to plant trees, possibly on Hollerday Hill.  Town Clerk to see if a ‘Jubilee Tree’ could be planted on top of bank in Holman Park where bush removed.
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5. A complaint with regard to the ‘gents’ toilet sign in memorial Toilets was received but the Town Clerk informed members that this had been ordered from a local supplier and would be erected as soon as possible.  He had in fact chased this sign.

6. An overgrown branch on Station Hill opposite Grattons Drive was reported.

7. As nothing further had been heard from South West Water following their email the Town Clerk was asked to chase same.

8. Foliage on Station Hill was encroaching onto the road, as was the case with regard to foliage on Lynmouth Hill.  The Town Clerk had a meeting arranged with the Highways Officer and would report this at that time.

9. An email regarding small railways had been received by some councillors – Town Clerk to be provided with a copy of same as he had not received one.

10. An email from a vet had been received at the Valley of Rocks Group meeting, a copy of this email to be circulated to members and discussed at the next meeting of Estates & Amenities.  Town Clerk to contact Natural England to whom the email was address and see if they had responded to same.

11. A special Council meeting to be held on Tuesday 25 October at 6.30 to discuss ‘comments of the general public’

153/11
MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS

 a.
  Planning
1. Ref: 62/41/11/026 –  West Ilkerton, Lynton

Lawful Development Certificate for the existing use of cottage as holiday letting in contravention of condition (2) of planning consent NE885

RESOLVED

To recommend approval

2. Ref: 62/41/11/027 – West Ilkerton, Lynton


Proposed installation of16 no. photovoltaic panels on south elevation roof slope of an adjacent outbuildings.
RESOLVED


To recommend approval

ADJOINING PARISH

3.
Ref: 62/11/11/002 – Watersmeet House, Lynmouth



Proposed expansion of the existing cobbled paving.


RESOLVED


To note the application

154/11
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS OF WHICH PRIOR NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN AND WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT

There was none

The meeting closed at 8.30pm




Chairman
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LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE POLICY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, LYNTON ON WEDNESDAY 19TH OCTOBER 2011 AT 6.30PM

Present:
Councillors
B J Howells

(Chairman)

D Bishop

(Vice Chairman)


Mrs C G Bowden

Mrs S Hibbert

A Meakin

T Parker

B Peacock

Mrs E Rodway

Officers:
Town Clerk and Town Council Secretary
Apologies: 
Apologies were received from Councillors Dr J Frankish, J Gurney, B Hobbs and I Rigby.

155/11
MINUTES
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on the 21st September 2011, a copy of which had been previously circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.  

156/11
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
a. DEFRA – National Parks Governance Consultation

Available for members in the general office

b. Road Closures:

i. Patching works Castle Rock to Woody Bay Monday 31st October 2011 to Thursday 3rd November 2011.

ii.
A39 Watersmeet Road, Hillsford Bridge to Middleham Gardens, Lynmouth 9th January 2012 to 3rd February 2012.


For members information.

c. Planning Decisions


None

157/11
MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION
a.
External Auditor Certificate and Opinion

The External Auditor had no issues or matters to report and the accounts were signed off.  

b. Financial Matters:

i. Fund Balances

A list of fund balances was tabled for members information and each balance was briefly discussed with the Town Clerk explaining the various requirements.  Particular discussion took place with regard to car parking ticket machines fund balance, Holman Park Play Equipment fund balance, Road Sweeping Machine fund balance, Valley of Rocks fund balance, Hollerday Hill fund balance.
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RECOMMENDED

1. The Town Clerk to enquire if a new date for the JCG had been arranged.
2. A separate column be included to briefly describe the item(s) to be funded by each fund balance.
3. A letter be drafted to North Devon Council concerning Holman Park play equipment provision.
4. Valley of Rocks enhancement scheme be placed on the agenda for the next meeting of Estates & Amenities Committee.
ii.
Town Hall Charges

The question of town hall charges was due to be discussed when the budgets were considered in a months time.  However a request had been received from the organiser of the Line Dancers who was to take over the Zumba Fitness class, for a reduction in hire charge as the hall was used for 111/2 hours only.  Members discussed the implications of this request and it was

RECOMMENDED

1. Zumba fitness be charged £15 for the 11/2 hour session to be held on a Monday evening until the end of this financial year at which time the charge will be re-assessed.  No further discount would be allowed on this allowance and there was a possibility it would revert to the full charge after the 31/03/12.

2. A Town Hall Charges Group be formed to look at charges, this group to comprise Councillors T Parker, A Meakin, B Howells and D Bishop.
c. Lynmouth Festival of Martial Arts 2012 – request for use of Hall from Friday 30th March to Sunday 1st April 2012 free of charge.

An email had been received from the organisers of the Lynmouth Festival of Martial Arts requesting free use of the Town Hall as they bring a significant number of the people to the area and they donate a large portion of their surplus to local charities.  Members discussed this request and it was

RECOMMENDED

The Town Clerk write to Lynmouth Festival of Martial Arts explaining that no concessions would be available with regard to hire charges.

d. Quotations for repair to stonework above general office window 

The Chairman moved that this be treated as a confidential item

e. Memorial Hall Toilets - fee Costs (referred from September Council). 

The Chairman moved that this be treated as a confidential item

f. Webcams – Proposal to site in Lynton & Lynmouth

Members briefly discussed the implications of Webcams in Lynton & Lynmouth and it was

RECOMMENDED

1. The possibility of Webcams for Lynton & Lynmouth be placed on the agenda for the Special Council meeting on the 25th October 2011 to discuss.

2. The Town Clerk to contact other local authorities who use Webcams before this meeting to try and ascertain costings etc.

g. Devon & Cornwall Police Authority – Engagement Proposals

A copy of a letter from Devon & Cornwall Police Authority had been sent to members with their agenda.  Members discussed the letter and it was
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RECOMMENDED

1. The Town Clerk write to Devon & Cornwall Police Authority thanking them for their letter explaining that their Police attend monthly Council meeting when possible, however their involvement in local events is much appreciated and a room could be made available to them during the Farmers market once a month should they wish.

2. The Town Council to subscribe to receive their news letter.

h. Decision Register

Items discussed included:

Hand Rail outside TIC – Wood being stained and would be ready to install imminently.

Emergency Door ties – arrived and to be fitted.

Major Incident Plan – Councillor Mrs Hibbert explained to members the present position in that an emergency plan was being drawn up to take effect before emergency services arrived.  Members discussed this in detail and it was

RECOMMENDED

The matter be discussed at full Council when a meeting date could be arranged.

Christmas Lights etc – letters had been sent requesting prices of Christmas Trees etc.

North Devon Homes – The Town Clerk had written as instructed but had received no response to date.

Hydro Scheme – Councillor Hibbert tabled a report for members information.

i. Town Clerk’s report and Questions to the Town Clerk

The Town Clerk Reported:

1. He had received an Open Space Study form from Exmoor National Park which needed to be completed and returned to them by the 15 November 2011.  It was


RECOMMENDED


Councillors T Parker and B Peacock meet with the Town Clerk on Tuesday 25 October at 10am to complete this form.

2. A preliminary meeting had been held with Martin Stoddart, Highways Department with regard to the Snow Warden who was to be Phil Holsgrove.  A 5 tonne dumpy bag of salt would be delivered but it may be possible to increase this to 10 tonnes.  The Town Clerk was preparing a ‘critical area’ map and asked members to consider areas and let him know.

3. The Town Council will be submitting the official planning application on behalf of Holman Park.

4. A request had been received reference the ‘Exmoor Beast’ a cycle race, to use an area of Lower Lyndale car park to park bikes whilst competitors have a rest break. This race was to take place on Sunday 30 October and the organisers had offered to make a donation of £200.  

RECOMMENDED

Permission be granted for the competitors in the ‘Exmoor Beast’ to use part of Lower Lyndale Car to park their bikes and a donation of £200 be accepted from the organisers.

Questions to the Town Clerk

1. Concern was expressed over the condition of Lynmouth Hill, in particular it is covered in leaves and shrubs growing out of the wall.  The Town Clerk undertook to have a look and report same to Highways.
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2. A complaint was received with regard to the work carried out by the Street Cleaner.

3. A complaint was received about the condition of Memorial Hall Toilets in Lynmouth.  The Town Clerk undertook to make an inspection of same.

4. A complaint was received with regard to the overflowing litter bins in Lynmouth opposite the fish & chip shop.  Members were very concerned that these bins were continually full and asked the Town Clerk to check the responsibility of traders in relation to litter bins, 
158/11
MATTERS REFERRED FROM ESTATES AND AMENITIES

There were none

159/11
MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS

a.
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS


For  September 2011 


The Financial Statement for September 2011 was tabled and after discussion on the details of the report it was


RESOLVED:


That the Financial Statement, as attached to the signed copy of the minutes be approved

b. SEASONAL UNDERTAKINGS

The statement of income for September 2011 was tabled and it was

RESOLVED

That the report be noted and a copy attached to the minutes.

c. CHEQUES


A List of the cheques was tabled for member’s consideration.

RESOLVED


That the action of the Councillors in signing the cheques in accordance with the list circulated, be approved and the cheques be passed for payment.
d. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i. Ref: 62/41/11/028 – 20 Tors Road, Lynmouth


Proposed demolition of single storey structure and re-build a proposed two storey structure on existing footprint.


RESOLVED


To recommend approval

ii.
Ref: 62/41/11/029 – Castle Rock Cottage, Valley of Rocks


Proposed erection of a wind turbine (7.25m height to tip). Part retrospective.


RESOLVED


Four members voted to recommend refusal, and there were 4 abstentions.

e.
RENTAL INCOME - The chairman moved this be treated as a confidential item.

160/11
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS OF WHICH PRIOR NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN AND WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT


There was none
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PART 2

The Chairman  moved that

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw.

161/11
MINUTES 
RESOLVED:  

That the confidential Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on the 21st September 2011, a copy of which had been previously circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.  

162/11
MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION

a. Quotations for repairs to stonework above general office window

b. Memorial Hall Toilets - fee Costs (referred from September Council). 
Councillor Mrs C Bowden declared a prejudicial interest in this item as her son had submitted a quotation for fee costs.   She left the room and did not take any part in the debate or vote thereon
163/11
MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS

e.
Rental Income 

The meeting closed at 8.32pm



Chairman
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT - SEPTEMBER 2011

Cash Balance 31st August 2011 £469,237.67
Receipts

Car Park Takings 41,748.20

Manor Takings (Putting Etc) 534550

Town Hall Hire 1,406.30

Car Park Season Tickets 5,532.00

Miscellaneous Rents Etc 1,746.70

Miscellaneous 149.33

Total Receipts 55,928.03
Payments

Urgent Payments 7,978.7%

September Payments {Cheques 7697 to 7732) 19,788.56

September Salaries (net} 11,282.52

Total Fina Elf- Direct Debit 674.19

Bank Charges 464.30

Petty Cash Payments §9.98

Total Payments 40,278.34
Closing Cash Balance 30th September 2011 £484,887.36

Bank Reconciliation
Balance as per Bank Statements

Current Account 185,743.62
Premier Interest 60,608.78
Short Term Investment - Maturing 09/02/2012 50,000.00
Short Term Investment - Maturing 09/11/2011 50,000.00
Short Term Investment - Maturing 31/10/2011 50,000.00
Short Term Investment - Maturing 18/10/2011 100,000.00

496,352.40
Add receipts not banked 1,469.60
Less unpresented cheques (13,397.98)
Bank Balance 484,424.02
Manor Floats 400.00
Petty Cash 63.34

£484,887.36

N.B. the closing cash balance includes committed funds and other liabilities

This is a control document required for audit purposes and does not indicate the amount of money the

Town and District Councils have available for capital schemes as it takes no account of liabilities (cred
and assets (debtors) and other budgetted income and expenditure. That information is contained in the

Council's capital programme and annual budget.
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STATEMENT OF SEASONAL UNDERTAKINGS

INCOME - SEPTEMBER 2011

Sept Sept Cumulative Income %
2010 2010 2010/11  2010/11 Variance
£ £ £ £
Agency Car Parks
5,685 5,479 Cross Street 32,708 34,576 =6
5,893 5,984 Botrom Meadow 37,979 39,999 +5
9,757 9,760 Esplanade 58,706 58,625 -0
4,256 5,282 Lower Lyndale 26,211 28,862 +10
3219 2,737 Upper Lyndale 17475 16432 %
3,129 3.071 ‘Watersmeet 18,696 19,710 +5
31,939 32313 191,775 198,204 +3

Actual Total 2010/11 & Target 2011/12 229,100 240,000 +5

Seasen Tickets

0 0 Annual 7,915 9,098 +15

109 240 Weekly 708 1,530 +116
3,246 2,355 Four Day 11453 10209 -11
301 385 24 Hour 2.341 L175 =50
3,656 2980  Total 22417 22,012 -2

Actual Total 2010/11 & Target 2011/12 35,600 29,500 -17

Town Car Park
2,550 2,477 Valley of Rocks 16,338 16,522 +1
615 0 Manor Foreshore 5316 6,557 +23
Actual Total 2010/11 & Target 2011/12 25,471 21,000 -18

Exmoor National Park
953 600 Picnic Area 5,502 4,843 -12

Manor Putting Green

1163 1189 Ice Cream 11535 10550 -9
182 280 Soft Drinks etc. 1780 2494 +40
51 59 Teunis 753 1,020 +35
2,613 2.592 Putting 21911 22.894 +4
4,009 4,120 35,979 36,958 +3

Actual Total 2010/11 & Target 2011/12 39,205 40,100 +2

NOTES

1. All income shown net of VAT

2. Annual season tickets sold in March are included in the following year's accounts
3. Ice cream and soft drinks shown as gross sales

4. Good Friday 2nd April 2010, 22nd April 2011,

5. Details of Picnic Area for information only. Shown net of VAT
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